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Though  several  of  the  tall  cypress  trees  at  the  rear  of  Douglass  Playground  have  been  con¬ 
demned,  the  park  remains  Noe  Valley’s  most  sylvan  setting.  Photo  by  Charles  Kennard 


The  State  of  Noe  Valley  Parks 

Douglass  Is 
Our  Only  Park 
With  ‘Forest’ 

But  the  City  Will 
Sacrifice  a  Few 
Trees  to  Keep  It  Safe 

By  Richard  Dodds 

With  all  the  attention  Golden  Gate  Park 
has  been  getting  in  recent  weeks,  it’s  easy 
to  forget  that  San  Francisco  has  dozens  of 
parks  in  need  of  tender  loving  care.  Noe 
Valley  has  three;  Douglass  Park  and  Play¬ 
ground,  Noe  Courts  on  24th  Street,  and 
Day  Street  Park  within  Upper  Noe  Recre¬ 
ation  Center. 

Though  our  parks  are  tiny  compared  to 
the  expanses  of  Golden  Gate  Park,  they 
are  more  convenient  for  neighborhood 
residents.  People  visit  them  daily  —  to 
play  with  their  kids  and  dogs,  jog  around 
a  field,  or  just  sit  on  a  bench  and  enjoy  na¬ 
ture.  And  while  the  problems  in  Noe  are 
small  compared  to  the  crises  afflicting  the 
“jewel  in  the  crown,”  residents  want  to 
make  sure  their  local  gems  stay  as  green 
and  shiny  as  possible. 

This  month,  the  Voice  takes  a  look  at 
Douglass  Park,  which — thanks  to  its  size, 
geography,  and  arbors — comes  the  clos¬ 
est  of  the  Noe  Valley  trio  to  being  a  real 
urban  oasis.  The  10-1/2-acre  park,  tucked 
around  an  old  rock  quarry  that  provides  a 
border  with  Diamond  Heights,  covers 
two  city  blocks  and  extends  west  of  Dou¬ 
glass  Street  from  26th  to  27th  streets. 

In  the  lower  half,  known  as  Douglass 
Playground,  there’s  a  lawn  and  picnic 
area,  a  children’s  playground,  a  recreation 
room,  a  tennis  court,  and  a  basketball 
court.  On  the  upper  level,  Douglass  Park 
has  a  large  open  field  and  baseball  dia¬ 
mond,  a  jogging  path,  and  a  hiking  trail 

Demolish  the 
Library?  Not 
If  Local  Patrons 
Have  a  Say 

By  Pat  Rose 

Should  the  Noe  Valley -Sally  Brunn 
Library  be  preserved  and  renovated?  Or 
should  it  be  tom  down  and  replaced? 

When  given  the  choice  at  a  recent  pub¬ 
lic  hearing,  Noe  Valley  residents  said  yes 
to  the  first  question  and  no  to  the  second. 
In  fact,  they  voiced  unanimous  support 
for  preserving  the  8 1  -year-old  building  at 
45 1  Jersey  St. 

The  Oct.  16  meeting  was  organized  by 
the  San  Francisco  Library  Commission 
and  the  Department  of  Public  Works, 
which  is  proposing  a  $198  million  bond 
issue  to  go  before  the  voters  sometime 
next  year.  The  measure  would  fund  earth- 


that  doubles  as  one  of  the  city’s  official 
dog  runs.  Both  sections  of  the  park  are 
fringed  by  forest,  adding  to  their  appeal. 

Unfortunately,  some  of  that  forest,  at 
least  in  the  lower  part  of  the  park,  will 
soon  be  reduced.  Nine  of  the  largest  trees 
near  the  children’s  playground  have  been 
painted  with  a  yellow  stripe — a  sentence 

quake  retrofitting  for  a  number  of  “high- 
risk”  city  buildings.  In  the  case  of  the  Noe 
Valley  Library,  the  city  is  now  assessing 
two  options;  seismic  renovation  of  the 
present  structure,  or — if  the  price  tag  for 
renovation  is  too  high  —  demolition  and 
construction  of  a  new  building. 

But  “demolition”  and  “new  building” 
are  fighting  words  to  most  Noe  Valley  res¬ 
idents.  The  late  Sally  Brunn,  for  whom 
the  library  was  renamed  in  1992,  was 
among  many  Noe  Valley  patrons  who  bat¬ 
tled  to  keep  the  branch  from  closing  dur¬ 
ing  library  cutbacks  in  the  1980s. 

“I  don’t  know  why  they’re  even  con¬ 
sidering  a  retrofit  now,”  said  Miriam 
Blaustein,  a  longtime  champion  of  the  li¬ 
brary.  “The  building  has  withstood  nu¬ 
merous  earthquakes  [and  threats  from 
City  Hall]  over  the  years.  I  think  it  would 
take  an  atom  bomb  to  bring  it  down.” 

Added  Harry  Stem  of  Friends  of  Noe 
Valley,  “This  library  is  of  great  architec¬ 
tural  significance.  Preservation  should  be 

Continued  on  Page  9 


of  death  from  the  Urban  Forestry  Divi¬ 
sion  of  the  Recreation  and  Park  Depart¬ 
ment.  Within  a  few  weeks.  Urban 
Forestry  crews  will  arrive  to  cut  down  this 
collection  of  pine,  eucalyptus,  and  cy¬ 
press  trees,  some  of  which  are  more  than 
100  feet  tall. 

Continued  on  Page  5 


Two  Sides  Are 
Talking  in 
Cell  Phone 
Antenna  Flap 

By  Denise  Minor 

The  debate  raging  in  Noe  Valley  over 
cellular  telephone  antennas  shifted  down 
a  gear  last  month  when  a  professional  me¬ 
diator  stepped  in  to  try  to  cool  things  off. 

The  Noe  Valley  Ministry  hired  Erika 
Pardo  of  Just  Resolutions  to  begin  nego¬ 
tiations  between  the  church  and  its  neigh¬ 
bors  who  are  opposed  to  the  antennas  that 
Pacific  Bell  Mobile  Services  and  Cellular 
One  plan  to  install  in  the  church’s  steeple. 

“We  inadvertently  opened  a  can  of 
worms  in  this  neighborhood,  and  we 
would  like  to  see  some  kind  of  closure,” 
said  interim  pastor  Joan  Huff.  “Everyone 
wants  the  uproar  to  end.” 

Pardo  mediated  a  Nov.  15  meeting  be¬ 
tween  the  congregation  and  the  groups 
that  rent  space  at  the  church  at  1021  San¬ 
chez  St.,  including  the  Noe  Valley  Nurs¬ 
ery  School  and  the  Noe  Valley  Senior 
Center.  Many  members  of  those  groups 
oppose  the  antennas  for  fear  that  their 
emissions  could  cause  health  problems. 

“The  purpose  of  the  meeting  was  to  fo¬ 
cus  on  common  ground  and  to  reaffirm 
some  sense  of  community,”  said  Pardo.  “1 
asked  people  to  take  a  step  back  from  their 
opinions  about  the  antennas  and  brain¬ 
storm  alternative  ways  to  raise  money.” 

Although  it  appeared  for  two  months 
that  the  church  elders  would  not  back 
down  from  their  agreement  with  the  two 
corporations,  after  the  meeting  Huff  said 
they  might  consider  other  fundraising  op¬ 
tions  to  make  up  the  more  than  $2,000 
they  would  have  received  monthly  for  al¬ 
lowing  the  antennas  to  be  installed. 

“Right  now,  we’re  looking  at  the  most 

Continued  on  Page  7 


A  sign  in  the  children’s  room  says,  “This  building  may  be  unsafe  in  the  event  of  a  major  earth¬ 
quake.”  The  classic  architecture  of  the  Jersey  Street  library  may  also  be  at  risk  in  the  event 
of  a  major  overhaul  by  the  city.  Photo  by  Nojib  Joe  Hakim 
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What  was  it?  Eating'  house  plants?  Shredding  chair  arms?  Hair  on  the  black  suit?  Or  was  it  just  an  aloof  manner  after  the  thousand-dollar  vet  bill  that  prompted  a  feline’s  caregiver  to 

move  feedings  to  the  back  porch?  ^  , 

^  Photo  by  Leo  Holub 


Experience  ...when  you  need  it." 

When  it  is  finally  time  to  buy  or  sell  your  largest  investment, 
you  need  someone  with  experience.  Bill  Flanigan  has  been  in  the 
real  estate  industry  for  more  than  10  years,  providing  exceptional 
service  to  his  clients. 

His  knowledge  and  expertise  will  help  you  make  wise 
decisions  that  represent  your  best  interests.  Call  today  for  a 
consultation  with  no  cost  or  obligation. 


Bill  Flanigan 

(415)  695-0552  xt  228 
(415)  641-8380 


Zephyr  Real  Estate  and 

Investments 

4040  24th  Street 

San  Francisco,  CA  94114 


Kangoo  Shoes 

Low  impact, 
shock  absorbing 
aerobic  jogging  shoes 
developed  in  Switzerland. 


For  runners  &  others 
with  knee  and  back  problems. 

Run  free  of  pain. 

Available  Now  in  Noe  Valley 
Call  Shelia  at  Noes  Nest 

415-821-0751 


TRANSFORMATIONAL 

PATHWAYS™ 


All  healing  is  in  the  end  self-healing. 
Discover  how  to  access  your  own  energy  field. 


Classes  begin  January  31  -  February  I,  1998 

St.  Lukes  Hospital,  3555  Ceasar  Chavez 

Barbara  Bishop  M.D.  &  Barbara  Klein-Robuck  RN,  HNC 
Call  650-991-6922  for  more  info;  CEHs  for  RNs 

Heal  Thy  Self 


NOE 
VALLEY’S 
FAVORITE  y 
LENDER 

Natasha 

Lovas 

865-0777 


PACIFIC 

GUARANTEE 

AIORTGAGE 
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Let  us  pack  and 
ship  your 
holiday  gifts 


Looking  for  help  with 
packing  and  shipping  this 
holiday  season?  Whether 
you're  sending  one  special 
gift;  or  a  sleighful  of 
goodies.  Mail  Boxes  Etc.® 
can  help  make  sure  your 
holiday  packages  are  han¬ 
dled  with  care. 

Each  MBE  Center  provides 
expert  packing  services 
and  complete  shipping  ser¬ 
vices.  We  can  ship  fragile, 
delicate,  oversized  or  over¬ 
weight  items.  We  can  even 
help  you  ship  last-minute 
packages  as  late  as 
December  23. 

For  expert  packing  and  shipping 
this  holiday  season,  depend  on 
Mail  Boxes  Etc.® 


EMBE 


MAIL  BOXES  ETC 


Holiday  Hours  starting  December  15 


Sunday  December  14  &  21  10  am 

Saturday  December  13  &  20  9  am 

Monday  -  Friday  December  8-23  Sam 
Wednesday  (Xmas  Eve)  December  24  9  am 

Closed  December  25  &  26 


5  pm 

6  pm 
6  pm 
3  pm 


UPS  &  Federal  Express  Authorized  Shipping  Outlet 


Mail  Boxes  Etc. 

4104 -24th  Street  (at  Castro) 


Regular  (Non-Holiday)  Hours: 

Mon-Fri  8  am-6  pm  •  Saturday  10  am-5  pm 
(415)  824-1070  •  Fax  (415)  824-1072 
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‘Best  ‘Wisfies  for  a 
‘Wonderfuf  !Ho[ic[ay  Season 
and  a 

Odappy  and  !Hea[tfiy  9{ezu  ‘year 


Barbara  K.  Rockman,  Ph.D. 
Speech-Language  Pathologist 
363  Jersey  Street  •  550-8255 


Now  Certified  to  Offer 

Fast  ForWord 


The  revolutionary  new 
computerized  training 
^  program  for  children 

with  language-based 
^^o^vyoYd,  learning  problems 


Language  Takes  Us 
Everywhere* 


THE  NOE  VALLEY  VOICE 


OF  COMMUNITY  JOURNALISM 


% 

$ 


$ 


CHRISTMAS!  f 

PLACE  YOUR  ORDERS  EARLY!  % 
Special  orders  for  Christmas  Eve 
accepted  thru  December  22 
No  orders  accepted  Christmas  Eve 

as  Stollen  (Michael's  famous):  $1 2.50 
Christmas  Cookies:  50(  &  75( 

Christmas  Cookie  Tins:  $24.00 
Buche  de  Noel  (yule  log)  Mocha  or  Hazelnut:  $24.00  ea. 

2"  Pecan  Tartletts:  $1 .00 
Raspberry  Chocolate  Petit  Fours:  $2.00 
Hazelnut  Ricotta  Roulades:  $2.50 
White  &  Dark  Chocolate  Cream  Puffs:  $1.50 
Pulla  Bread:  $7.50 
Holiday  Turkey  Stuffing:  $4.00/Bag 
Cranberry  Ginger  Pound  Cake:  $10.00 

PIES 

Pumpkin  •  Apple  •  Pear  Cranberry  •  Harvest:  $1 2.50  each 
Pecan  Pie:  $14.50 

DINNER  ROLLS 

Soft:  Challah,  whole  wheat,  white,  rosemary: 

$3.00Aag  of  6 

Crusty:  white,  rosemary,  olive,  onion:  50(  each 

Need  to  send  a  little  something  to  someone  special? 

IVe  shipour  stollen  and  cookie  tins  anywhere! 

HOLIDAY  HOURS: Open  7am-6pm  Christmas  Eve  - 
Closed  December  25-26  &  January  1 

4073  24th  Street,  Son  Frondsco,  CA  94114 
TEL  (415)  550-1405  •  FAX  (415)  550-1485 


# 


OTfelefloia' 


824-3233  •  4080  24TH  STREET  (NOE) 


Give  a  basket 
of  holiday  joy 

Teleflora 's 
Holiday  Gift 
Bouquet 

Add  joy  to  the  holiday  with  a 
gift  of  fresh  flowers  in  a  unique 
ceramic  basket  featuring  a 
sculpted  red  ribbon  design. 

It's  sure  to  become  a 
favorite  holiday  decora¬ 
tion  for  years  to 
come.  To  send  this 
exclusive  bouquet 
anywhere  in  the 
U.S.  or  Canada,  call 
or  visit  our  shop. 
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Jack’s  Tail  Is  Wagging 

EditOEi 

This  is  an  appreciative  “thank  you”  to 
the  caring  people  of  Noe  Valley. 

In  early  October,  our  family  dog,  Jack, 
disappeared.  My  sister  and  1  were  up  un¬ 
til  midnight  posting  flyers  and  searching 
desp6rately  for  him.  We  met  so  many  peo¬ 
ple  in  the  neighborhood  who  helped  to 
look  for  him.  One  person  even  stapled  our 
flyer  to  the  pole.  Another  family  found 
him  and  adopted  him  for  the  night. 

The  lovely  man  returned  our  dog  the 
next  morning,  and  I  never  got  his  name. 
This  is  a  true  example  of  community. 
Thank  you  to  those  who  helped  and  cared. 

Tracy  E.  Cronin 

‘Teddies’ — Techies  with  Feelings 

Editor: 

It’s  difficult  to  dialogue  in  a  monthly, 
but  I  must  respond  to  Hugh  Palmerston’s 
comments  on  my  letter  to  the  editor 
[Voice  October  and  November  1997  is¬ 
sues].  He  comments  on  the  “irony”  of  my 
having  a  cell  phone  while  opposing  the 
antennas  on  top  of  the  Noe  Valley  Min¬ 
istry  because  it  houses  a  nursery  school. 
He  calls  this  “one  of  the  sorest  points  in 
the  great  antenna  controversy.” 

I  am  a  parent,  a  mother.  I  am  biologic, 
cally,  spiritually,  emotionally  pro¬ 
grammed  to  nurture  and  protect  children. 
This  is  as  it  should  be,  and  it  will  always 
be  more  important  to  me  than  instant 
telecommunications  access.  It  makes 
sense  to  err  on  the  side  of  caution  when 
it  comes  to  our  environment,  especially 
where  children  are  concerned,  as  their  de¬ 
veloping  systems  can  have  vulnerabilities 
that  differ  from  those  of  adults.  The  law 
of  the  land,  however,  is  to  err  on  the  side 
of  profit,  and  that  to  me  is  the  sorest  point 
in  this  or  any  similar  controversy. 

The  arguments  that  favorably  compare 
the  antennas  to  household  EMFs  don’t  do 
much  for  me,  as  there  are  wide  variances 
in  both  household  environments  and  in¬ 
dividual  sensitivities.  An  essential  differ¬ 
ence  is  the  element  of  personal  choice. 

In  my  home  I  can  make  choices  based 
on  what  I  think  is  best  and  what  is  com¬ 
fortable  for  me  and  my  family.  I  can  kill 
my  television,  update  my  computer,  make 
tech  art,  and  pass  on  microwave  ovens  al¬ 
together.  If  I  can’t  sleep  well  near  clock 
radios,  TVs  et  al,  well,  that’s  just  my 
quirky  princess-and-the-pea  syndrome. 

I  think  there  are  lots  of  people  like  me, 
neither  “techies”  nor  “Luddites”  (as  Harry 
Stem,  some  months  ago,  divided  folks  on 
this  issue),  but  “teddies”  if  you  will:  hip 
but  wary  techies  with  lots  of  warm,  fuzzy 
feelings  for  children  and  other  living 
things,  who  do  their  best  to  make  respon¬ 
sible  choices  based  on  personal  experi¬ 
ence  and  often  conflicting  information. 

Though  cell  phones  are  de  rigueur  in 
my  husband’s  business,  we  support  the 
proposed  moratorium  on  new  antenna 
sites  in  San  Francisco  and  will  drop  our 
cell  phone  immediately  if  it  doesn’t  go 
through.  The  moratorium  makes  sense.  I 


Voice  Mail 

The  Voice  welcomes  letters  to 
the  editor.  Write  the  Noe  Valley 
Voice,  1021  Sanchez  St.,  San  Fran¬ 
cisco,  CA  94114.  Or  send  email  to 
jaxvoice@aol.com.  Please  include 
your  name,  address,  and  phone 
number,  so  we  can  contact  you  if 
we  have  questions.  Another  way  to 
reach  us  is  via  our  web  site: 
www.noevalleyvoice.com.  There 
you’ll  find  a  history  of  the  paper, 
the  Class  Ad  listings,  and  stories 
and  columns  from  current  and  past 
issues.  Hope  to  hear  from  you  soon. 


personally  am  offended  by  the  amount  of 
money  spent  by  the  telecommuncations 
companies  to  expedite  their  antenna  in¬ 
stallations  in  the  frenzy  for  all  companies 
to  have  reception  available  on'  every 
square  foot  of  San  Francisco. 

The  adage  “Where  there’s  smoke  there’s 
fire”  comes  repeatedly  to  mind,  I  am  not 
reassured  by  the  letter  put  out  by  the  Min¬ 
istry  earlier  this  month,  which  comes  off 
more  like  advertising  than  solid  informa¬ 
tion.  When  it  comes  to  developing  tech¬ 
nologies  and  the  environment,  it’s  critical 
to  establish  public  policies  that  reflect 
values  other  than  the  bottom  line  of  profit. 

I  do  not  fault  the  Ministry  for  consid¬ 
ering  this  as  a  solution  to  their  financial 
problems.  My  hope  is  that  an  alternative 
solution  can  and  will  be  found. 

Niki  Kirz 
Via  email 

The  View  from  the  Ministry 

Editor: 

What  is  going  on  in  Noe  Valley?  Cell 
phone  antenna  plans  and  protests. 

Pacific  Bell  and  Cellular  One  last  sum¬ 
mer  proposed  putting  cell  phone  antennas 
within  the  very  tall  steeple  of  Noe  Valley 
Ministry’s  building.  “Praise  and  thanks 
be  to  God,”  cried  the  Session,  the  church’s 
board  of  directors.  With  the  proposal 
came  new  wiring  for  the  building  and 
soundproofing  for  the  studio,  along  with 
five  years  of  guaranteed  rental  income, 
which  would  increase  the  church’s  bud¬ 
get  by  20  percent. 

Noe  Valley  Ministry  is  20  years  old,  a 
community  ministry  to  the  arts.  It  is 
housed  in  a  stick-style  Victorian  building. 
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for  brevity  or  clarity.  (Unsigned  manuscripts  will 
not  be  considered  for  publication.)  Unsolicited 
contributions  will  be  returned  only  if  accompa¬ 
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Into  the  Woods  at 
Douglass  Park 

Continued  from  Page  I 

According  to  Urban  Forester  Dan 
McKenna,  it’s  a  safety  issue,  which  be¬ 
came  obvious  when  a  large  tree  fell  last 
February  in  an  area  where  children  had 
been  playing  minutes  before.  Since  then, 
every  tree  in  the  park  has  been  asses.sed 
and  assigned  a  hazard  rating,  with  nine 
failing  to  meet  safety  standards. 

Much  of  the  problem  stems  from  the 
thin  soil  base  in  the  old  quarry,  acquired 
by  the  city  for  a  park  in  1 926.  “These  trees 
are  basically  growing  on  rock,”  McKenna 
said.  “So  we  are  not  going  to  be  planting 
any  new  trees  that  could  turn  into  a  prob¬ 
lem  40  years  down  the  road.” 

But  on  a  recent  Sunday,  the  playground 
was  in  full  swing,  with  even  the  massive 
stump  of  the  fallen  giant  providing  two 
kids  with  a  fortress  in  which  to  briefly  es¬ 
cape  their  parents’  gaze.  On  the  tennis 
court,  some  beginners  were  swatting 
earnestly,  while  on  the  adjacent  basket¬ 
ball  court  a  solo  dribbler  was  practicing 
his  layups.  The  toddlers  were  playing  tag 
in  the  sandbox.  A  couple  of  older  kids  had 
worked  their  way  up  a  nearby  cliff  and 
were  busy  digging  a  hole.  Parents  were 
sprinkled  casually  about,  with  the  sylvan 
setting  providing  a  cloak  of  security.  A 
mother  quietly  nursed  her  baby  at  a  pic¬ 
nic  table.  Off  to  the  side,  on  a  grassy  field, 
parents  and  children  were  arriving  with 
gifts  for  one  of  several  birthdays  being 
celebrated  in  the  park  that  day.  One  father 
arrived  toting  a  barbecue. 

On  weekdays,  there  is  a  more  orga¬ 
nized  energy  at  play.  On  Tuesday  and 
Thursday  mornings,  the  park  offers  a 
Tiny  Tots  program  of  activities  for  small 
children.  In  the  afternoons,  kids  up  to  age 
12  are  invited  to  drop  by  for  the  after¬ 
school  latchkey  program.  Both  programs 
are  usually  operating  at  capacity,  but  there 
is  still  a  sense  of  discovery  for  many  who 
find  their  way  to  Douglass  Playground. 

“Can  he  play  in  here?”  a  mother  asked 
playground  director  Steve  Bell,  as  her  lit¬ 
tle  boy  eyed  the  books  and  toys  Bell  had 
spread  out  in  the  clubhouse.  Of  course, 
came  the  answer.  “What  IS  this  place?” 
the  mother  asked  next. 

Soon  another  mother  arrived  asking  if 
the  clubhouse  could  be  rented  for  her 
daughter’s  upcoming  birthday.  “I  saw  all 
the  balloons  when  I  drove  past  here  on 
Sunday,  so  I  thought  I’d  just  come  by  and 
ask,”  she  said.  Bell  found  an  open  week¬ 
end  date  for  her,  and  she  burst  into  a 
smile.  “I’m  so  excited,”  she  said. 

Bell  has  been  with  the  Park  Depart¬ 
ment  for  10  years  and  has  been  director 
at  Douglass  for  close  to  three  years.  He 
appears  to  like  his  job,  and  one  mother 
whispered  to  a  reporter,  “He’s  really  good.” 

“A  lot  of  nice  people  come  up  here  with 
their  kids,”  Bell  said.  “And  I  think  it’s  a 
great  site,  safe  and  clean.” 

The  playground  and  the  few-frills  club¬ 
house  do  indeed  appear  tidy.  An  inspec¬ 
tion  of  the  men’s  room  disclosed  a  usable 
facility,  stocked  with  towels  and  toilet  pa¬ 
per,  although  some  vulgar  graffiti  had  been 
scrawled  across  a  wall.  The  restrooms  are 
only  open  when  a  director  is  on  duty  (9 
a.m.  to  6  p.m.  weekdays,  noon  to  4  p.m. 
Saturdays,  and  11  a.m.  to  6  p.m.  Sun¬ 
days),  so  vandalism  is  comparatively  rare. 

“That  graffiti  is  a  big  deal,”  said  week¬ 
end  director  Jill  Ramsey.  “We  take  it  very 
seriously.”  She  said  she  was  a  little  upset 
that  it  might  have  occurred  on  her  watch. 

A  climb  up  the  steep  hill  at  the  rear  of 
the  playground  does  show  some  signs  of 
unwanted  activities.  Beer  bottles  and 
empty  food  wrappers  are  scattered  about. 
The  park  stays  open  until  10  p.m.,  and 
even  after  that  the  gates  are  not  locked. 
There  are  occasionally  homeless  people 
who  camp  out  overnight.  Bell  said.  “But 


I’ve  never  .seen  more  than  one  person  at 
a  time  sleep  here,  and  they  are  always 
gone  by  morning.” 

Even  though  they  live  closer  to  other 
playgrounds,  several  parents  said  they 
preferred  making  the  trip  to  Douglass, 
which  has  easy  street  parking.  Cathy 
Neto,  sitting  on  a  blanket  while  her  6- 
year-old  twins  played,  lives  near  Upper 
Noe  Recreation  Center  on  Day  .Street. 
“Down  there,  they  are  always  sweeping 
up  broken  glass,”  she  .said,  “and  always 
trying  to  keep  up  with  the  graffiti.  It’s 
clean  here,  and  I’ve  never  seen  any  drugs.” 

Gabriel  Grenot  now  lives  in  Portrero 
Hill,  but  he  still  brings  his  son  to  Doug¬ 
lass  Park.  “This  is  my  favorite  park  for 
my  boy  and  his  friend.”  he  said.  “They 
like  that  they  can  climb  up  the  mountain. 
They  call  it  a  big-boy  park.  We  use  Do¬ 
lores  Park  sometimes,  but  they  have  a  lot 
of  drug  dealers  there.  It’s  kinda  scary.” 

While  dogs  are  not  allowed  in  the  play¬ 
ground  area,  the  attitude  is  tolerant  in  the 
park’s  upper  level,  reached  from  27th 
Street.  The  land  surrounding  the  baseball 
diamond  has  become  a  popular  off-leash 
area,  especially  since  free-range  canines 
were  banished  from  Noe  Courts  (see 
July/August  1997  Voice). 

But  to  be  strictly  legal,  off-leash  dogs 
and  their  owners  must  head  up  to  the 
woodsy,  ill-defined  paths  along  the  old 
quarry’s  upper  edge.  Once  there,  they’re 
often  disappointed  by  the  condition  of  the 
trails.  Dogs  bounding  down  one  path  im¬ 
mediately  run  into  thick  underbrush  and 
a  disturbing  “Private  Property”  sign  in  the 
back  yard  of  a  Diamond  Heights  apart¬ 
ment  complex.  Then,  on  the  return  trip, 
they  cross  an  equally  rugged  terrain  and 
a  series  of  “Hazardous  Cliffs  —  Stay 
Back”  signs,  posted  on  a  chain-link  fence 
in  various  states  of  disrepair.  There  were 
no  dogs  or  their  owners  to  be  seen  in  this 
sanctioned  area  on  a  pleasant  Sunday. 

“I’ve  never  even  gone  up  there,”  said 
Noe  Valley  resident  Rick  Kreisman,  who 
had  brought  his  dog  Otto  to  the  baseball 
field  for  some  exercise.  “I’ve  heard  it 
wasn’t  so  great,  and  it  looks  like  it  would 
be  unsafe  after  dark.”  Kreisman  has  been 
coming  to  Douglass  Park  since  he  and 
Otto  “got  shoved  out  of  the  other  place,” 
and  he  has  found  that  “everyone  seems  to 
co-exist  here.” 

The  baseball  field  is  used  for  various 
city  leagues,  and  is  often  informally 
pressed  into  service  by  soccer  moms  and 
dads.  The  restrooms  servicing  this  area, 
however,  are  out  of  service  and  covered 
with  graffiti.  Even  the  Recreation  and 
Park  Department’s  official  web  site  refers 
to  the  bathroom  facility  as  “abandoned.” 
The  upper  level  of  Douglass  Park  is 
largely  secluded  and  free  of  supervision 
— which  may  help  explain  why  the  body 
of  a  murder  victim  was  dumped  there  two 
years  ago. 

But  down  on  the  playground  level,  res¬ 
idents  along  Douglass  Street  help  keep  an 
eye  on  the  park  after  hours.  And  in  the 
daytime,  the  volume  of  parents  and  kids 
seems  to  serve  as  a  deterrent  to  those  who 
don’t  play  nice.  In  fact,  when  Rec  and 
Park  saw  how  many  kids  were  using  the 
park  during  the  day,  it  brought  Bell  in  as 
a  full-time  director  —  further  enhancing 
the  playground’s  desirability. 

In  the  near  future.  Bell  said,  improving 
the  safety  of  the  playground  equipment 
will  be  a  top  priority.  Down  the  road,  an 
evening  teen  program  is  being  consid¬ 
ered,  and  there  has  been  talk  of  enlarging 
the  clubhouse  and  making  it  available  as 
an  adult  community  center. 

As  for  creature  comforts,  money  is 
tight,  but  Bell  pointed  to  a  couple  of  pic¬ 
nic  tables  that  were  recently  added. 

“And  I’d  like  to  get  some  big  umbrel¬ 
las  we  could  put  out  to  help  give  some 
shade  when  the  sun  is  really  bearing 
down,”  he  said.  “We  want  to  make  peo¬ 
ple  feel  at  home.  That’s  basically  what  it’s 
all  about.”  □ 
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Moving  gour  accouni 
to  Piper  Ja  ffrag  isn  I: 
just  easy.  It  s  smart. 

If  you  re  looking  for  more  from  your  investment  firm  —  more  service, 
more  options,  more  experience  —  consider  putting  Piper  Jaffray®  to  work 
for  you.  Our  Investment  Executives  offer: 

•  Knowledgeable,  friendly  advice  backed  by  more  than  a  century  of 
stability. 

•  Value-added  services,  including  retirement  planning,  portfolio 
valuations,  investment  research,  estate  planning  and  more. 

•  Up  to  $50  million  in  protection  for  certain  accounts  through  a 
combination  of  coverage  from  the  Securities  Investors  Protection 
Corporation  and  a  private  insurer.* 


Give  us  a  call  today  and  put  our  experience  and  resources  to  work  for 


you! 


■  Account  protection  does  not  cover  market  losses  hut  protects  your  assets  in  the  unlikely  event 
of  the  firm’s  financial  failure.  An  explanatory  brochure  is  available  from  your  Investment 
Executive. 

A  Rewarding  Relationsliip™ 


PiperJaffray 


Peter  A.  Semiraro 

California  Street,  Suite  2200,  San  Francisco 

415  984-5157  I  800  24j-j8i4 


PipfT  Jaffmy  Inc.  Since  iSpS-  Member  siK.  nyse.  Inc.  11/97  9S-0298 


PAPER 


PLUS 


Discount  Prices  Outlet  Store 

All  Counter  Cards  30%  ojff 
Year  Round! 

Cards  •  Gift  Wrap  •  Gift  Bags  •  Party  Goods  •  Favors  •  Balloons 
Ribbons  •  Pinatas  •  Decorations  •  Frames  •  Stickers 
Plush  Animals  •  Holiday  Merchandise  •  Toys  and  Gifts 
Stationery  •  Bulk  Paper  Goods 

Up  to  70%  o_ff! 

Christmas  and  Hanukkah  Cards  &  Merchandise 

Giant  1998  Calendar  Sale! 
Over  100  titles  -  All  50%  off! 

Open  Monday  -  Saturday  10  am  -  6  pm  •  Sunday  noon  -  5  pm 
1309  Castro  (near  24th  Street  next  to  Walgreens)  643-9954 


FOUR  STAR 
VIDEOS 

Featuring  the  best  in  Home  Entertainment 

in  Bernal  Heights 


Foreign 
Family 
Cult-Animation 
Local  Filmakers 
Gay-Lesbian  Movies 
Adult 


We  Special  Order 

VCRs  &  Game 
Systems  for  Rent 

Previously 

Viewed 

Videos  for  Sale 


2  DAY  RENTALS  EVERY  DAY 

Tues.  8  Thurs.  Rent  Two  99  cent  Specials 
and  get  a  Third  One  FREE 


We  have  friendly 
service  and  a 
knowledgeable 
staff 


641-5380 

402  Cortland 
Ave. 

at  Bennington 


Open  daily  from 
11:00  am  -  9:00  pm 
Fri.  and  Sat. 
until  9:30  pm 


Golden  Gate 
MCC  Puts  in  a 
Bid  for  Bingo 

By  Erin  O’Briant 

There  may  be  a  new  bingo  parlor  in 
Noe  Valley  if  the  city  allows  the  Golden 
Gate  Metropolitan  Community  Church  to 
hold  weekly  bingo  games  at  its  storefront 
church  at  1508  Church  St. 

The  mostly  gay  and  lesbian  church, 
which  moved  to  Noe  Valley  in  Septem¬ 
ber  of  1995,  is  about  halfway  through  an 
eight-week  application  process  with  the 
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city.  The  two  main  Catholic  churches  in 
the  neighborhood  —  St.  Paul’s  and  St. 
Philip’s — already  sponsor  bingo  games. 

“We’re  looking  to  supplement  our  in¬ 
come  short-term,”  says  Rev.  Sharna 
Sutherin,  Golden  Gate  MCC’s  pastor. 
“This  is  not  to  be  ongoing  —  we  plan  to 
do  it  for  a  year  and  then  reevaluate.  We 
need  to  bring  in  more  money  to  keep  hav¬ 
ing  this  space  for  the  community,  and  if 
we  can  have  bingo,  we  hope  to  make 
about  $500  to  $1,000  per  month.” 

Because  the  space  only  holds  70  peo¬ 
ple,  Sutherin  predicts  that  the  games  will 
not  cause  a  major  disturbance  in  the 
neighborhood.  The  events  will  take  place 
on  Friday  nights  only,  and  will  be  run  by 
volunteers.  The  church  plans  to  charge 
$10  to  $15  for  a  large  packet  of  bingo 
cards.  “It  will  be  enough  games  to  play 
for  at  least  2V2  hours,”  says  Sutherin. 

Because  bingo  is  a  legalized  form  of 
gambling,  the  city  is  cautious  about  grant¬ 
ing  permits.  And  though  it’s  too  late  to 
submit  written  information  either  sup¬ 
porting  or  protesting  the  application,  the 
public  may  still  attend  a  hearing  Dec.  13 
at  1  p.m.  in  Room  551  at  the  Hall  of  Jus¬ 
tice,  850  Bryant  St. 

“We’re  interested  in  everyone’s  opin¬ 
ion  about  the  bingo  games,”  says  Sutherin. 

She  also  notes  that  St.  Paul’s  bingo 
games  have  been  temporarily  moved  to 
St.  John’s  gymnasium  on  Mission  Street 
while  the  church  builds  a  new  school  on 
Church  Street.  (St.  Paul’s  construction 
project  is  expected  to  last  about  a  year.) 

Sutherin  says  MCC  would  not  have 
considered  starting  its  own  bingo  night  if 
St.  Paul’s  games  were  still  being  held  in 
Noe  Valley.  “We’re  newcomers  here,” 
says  Sutherin,  “and  we  don’t  want  to 
alienate  anyone.” 

If  you’d  like  to  know  more  about  the 
bingo  plans  or  other  church  programs, 
call  642-0294.  □ 
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Continued  from  Page  5 

110  years  old,  site  of  the  long-gone 
Lebanon  Presbyterian  Church. 

We  are  a  Presbyterian  church  who  shares 
the  building  with  a  neighborhood  news¬ 
paper,  a  belly-dance  group,  a  nursery 
school,  a  senior  lunch  program,  and  lots 
of  music  and  dance  groups.  Twelve-step 
groups  meet  most  days.  Most  Saturdays, 
concerts  make  a  joyful  noise.  Artists  hang 
their  art  on  our  walls,  and  singers  rehearse 
in  our  studio.  At  some  point  in  each  day, 
the  quiet  ones  share  the  building  —  the 
practitioners  of  yoga  and  tai  chi. 

The  old  building  has  a  wonderful 
springy  dance  floor  and  glorious 
acoustics.  It  also  has  a  crumbling  brick 
foundation,  sewers  that  clog  with  regu¬ 
larity,  wiring  that  has  been  improvised, 
and  lots  of  steps  but  no  elevator.  Though 
the  community  has  helped  out,  the  con¬ 
gregation  went  deep  in  debt  during  our 
first  round  of  renovations  —  a  new  roof 
and  painting  inside  and  out.  The  projected 
cost  of  future  renovation?  $  1  million  more. 

Some  members  of  our  community  are 
opposed  to  this  guaranteed  source  of  in¬ 
come.  At  the  public  information  meetings 
we  held,  these  protesters  spoke  of  the 
fears  they  have  about  cellular  technology. 
Some  think  electromagnetic  fields  are 
linked  to  cancer  in  children.  What  about 
that  concern? 

The  New  England  Journal  of  Medicine, 
in  its  July  3,  1997,  issue,  reported  on  re¬ 
search  by  the  National  Cancer  Institute 
conducted  over  an  eight-year  period.  It 
found  that  EMFs  were  not  a  cause  of 
childhood  leukemia.  Indeed,  the  journal 
recommended  an  end  to  further  medical 
research  on  EMFs.  A  study  done  in  Col¬ 
orado  in  1979  first  raised  questions.  It 
seemed  to  show  that  children  with  leu¬ 
kemia  lived  closer  to  high-voltage  power 
lines  than  did  healthy  youngsters.  Further 
studies  produced  different  conclusions. 
The  July  report  seemed  conclusive  to  us. 

Since  early  October  the  protesters  have 
picketed  our  worship  services.  Every 
Sunday  morning,  they  have  marched.  An¬ 
gry  signs  have  sprouted  in  neighboring 
windows.  They  called  the  media.  TV 
cameras  pursued  members  of  the  congre¬ 
gation  as  they  studied  God’s  word  and 
prepared  for  worship.  The  extremely  well 
organized  protesters  called  the  Board  of 
Supervisors,  sought  out  endorsements  for 
their  position  from  others  in  the  neigh¬ 
borhood,  and  thrust  petitions  in  front  of 
all  comers  on  24th  Street.  They  are  rais¬ 
ing  funds  to  bring  a  doctor  from  New 
Zealand  to  testify  concerning  his  re¬ 
search.  All  of  this  to  dissuade  one  very 
small  neighborhood  church  from  accept¬ 
ing  corporate  help  in  our  renovation  to 
keep  our  building  safe  and  accessible  for 
neighborhood  use. 

What  is  going  on  in  Noe  Valley?  The 
antenna  protest  is  not  about  science.  It  is 
about  how  we  live  in  a  diverse  commu¬ 
nity.  How  do  we  live  together  when  we 
disagree  with  our  neighbors?  How  do  we 
accommodate  actions  by  our  neighbors 
that  have  an  impact  on  our  space? 

To  keep  the  Ministry  open  for  neigh¬ 
borhood  use,  the  church  needs  great  fi¬ 
nancial  resources.  To  accommodate  those 
neighbors  who  are  picketing,  we  would 
have  to  reject  this  offer  of  corporate  mon¬ 
ey.  After  20  years  of  fundraising  from  de¬ 
nominational  sources,  individuals,  foun¬ 
dations,  community  block  grants,  in 
addition  to  building-use  fees  and  the 
money  given  by  congregation  members, 
we  have  proven  that  the  capital  needs  of 
the  building  vastly  outweigh  the  capital 
receipts  we  have  been  able  to  generate. 

The  action  we  have  taken  is  fiscally 
sound.  The  question  before  the  greater 


community  is;  Does  the  neighborhood 
wish  to  support  our  continued  existence 
as  a  community  resource? 

Joan  Huff 
Interim  Pastor 
Noe  Valley  Ministry  Presbyterian 
Church 

Living  in  a  Piastic  Bubbie 

Editor: 

I  just  can’t  seem  to  grasp  why  there’s 
all  this  bellyaching  about  the  proposed  in¬ 
stalling  of  cellular  telephone  antennas  in 
the  steeple  of  the  Noe  Valley  Ministry.  I 
believe  that  there  is  not  a  shred  of  evi¬ 
dence  that  these  antennas  emit  enough 
dangerous  radiation  to  cause  even  one 
iota  of  concern. 

Have  these  complainers  given  any 
thought  to  the  overhead  power  lines  that 
generate  magnetic  fields?  Or  the  televi¬ 
sion  screens  and  microwave  ovens  that 
emit  radiation — and  what  about  the  pol¬ 
lution  from  the  gas-driven  vehicles  that 
ply  our  streets? 

I  should  hope  they  don’t  use  electricity 
and  that  they  keep  their  homes  sealed 
from  the  pollutants  in  the  air.  Surely  they 
outfit  their  kids  and  themselves  with 
space  suits  whenever  they  venture  outside! 

Henry  Kamilowicz 
22nd  Street 

Grace,  Common  Sense,  and 
Goodwill 

Editor: 

It’s  a  strange  experience  to  cross  a 
picket  line  to  go  to  church.  After  we  an¬ 
nounced  our  decision  to  pursue  negotia¬ 
tions  concerning  leasing  our  steeple  for  a 
cell  phone  antenna  site,  Noe  Valley  Min¬ 
istry  members  have  had  to  walk  through 
a  cluster  of  protesters  and  media  people 
to  attend  worship. 

I  would  not  have  chosen  it,  but  I  have 
learned  a  lot  from  this  particular  form  of 
spiritual  discipline.  My  own  learning  has 
come  not  from  the  songs,  chants,  and 
signs  of  those  gathered  outside,  but  from 
the  quiet,  prayerful  responses  of  those  in¬ 
side.  The  tone  was  set  for  me  the  first  Sun¬ 
day  I  came  to  church  and  saw  the  pro¬ 
testers.  One  of  the  members  of  our 
governing  board  opened  worship  by  re¬ 
flecting  on  her  own  gratitude  for  the  com¬ 
munity  of  picketers  whom  we  heard 
singing  on  the  street  below.  She  called  us 
to  be  joyful  at  the  way  this  group  of 
strangers  was  finding  community  on  a 
Sunday  morning,  as  they  united  to  protest 
our  decision.  At  the  close  of  worship,  as 
always,  we  stood  and  joined  hands  in  a 
circle  and  offered  our  prayers.  Several 
members  offered  earnest  prayers  for  the 
welfare  of  our  protesters.  Others  ex¬ 
pressed  prayers  for  a  wise  and  just  reso¬ 
lution  of  the  conflict. 

It’s  gone  on  like  that  every  Sunday. 
Each  week  our  pastor,  Joan  Huff,  and  lay 
leaders  have  called  us  to  maintain  an 
open,  gracious,  and  grateful  attitude  to¬ 
ward  those  who  disagree  with  our  deci¬ 
sion.  More  moving,  though,  have  been 
the  prayers  offered  each  week  by  many  of 
our  members:  for  wisdom,  for  reconcili¬ 
ation,  and  for  our  neighbors. 

Personally,  I  support  the  decision  to  go 
ahead  with  negotiations  to  lease  our 
space.  Our  governing  board  reached  its 
decision  only  after  carefully  reviewing  all 
the  evidence  of  potential  health  risks.  I 
agree  with  their  finding  that  the  antennas 
pose  no  threat  to  our  neighbors,  our  build¬ 
ing  sharers,  or  ourselves. 

But  I  am  not  writing  to  defend  that  de¬ 
cision.  Instead,  I  wanted  simply  to  say  that 
beyond  the  protests  and  rancor.  I’ve  learned 
from  the  congregation  and  leadership  of 
Noe  Valley  Ministry  a  lot  about  openness 
and  gratitude.  It  strengthens  my  hope  that 
there  may  be  enough  grace,  common 
sense,  and  goodwill  on  all  sides  to  find  a 
peaceful  and  satisfactory  resolution. 

Lisa  Larges 
Fair  Oaks  Street 


Cell  Phone 
Antennas  Still 
Up  in  the  Air 
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viable  alternative,  which  was  proposed  by 
one  of  the  neighbors,  Peter  Gabel,”  said 
Huff.  “He  will  put  together  a  proposal  for 
the  Ministry  to  receive  nonprofit  status  as 
a  community  center.  We  would  then  be  el¬ 
igible  to  apply  for  a  number  of  grants.” 

The  church  already  has  nonprofit  sta¬ 
tus,  she  said,  but  churches  are  not  eligi¬ 
ble  for  many  building  improvement  grants. 

One  of  the  reasons  the  Ministry  wanted 
to  rent  out  its  steeple  to  Pac  Bell  and  Cel¬ 
lular  One  was  to  raise  funds  for  improve¬ 
ments  such  as  shoring  up  the  building’s 
foundation  for  seismic  safety,  creating 
better  disabled  access,  doing  electrical 
rewiring,  and  soundproofing  the  music 
room  to  reduce  the  noise  from  concerts 
that  has  bothered  neighbors  for  years. 

Elizabeth  Street  resident  Peter  Gabel  is 
president  of  New  College,  a  small  non¬ 
profit  college  that  owns  five  buildings  in 
the  Mission  District  and  has  considerable 
experience  in  this  arena. 

“I’m  meeting  next  week  with  my  staff 
at  New  College  to  go  over  the  Ministry’s 
financial  status  and  to  try  to  come  up  with 
a  plan.”  said  Gabel. 

The  Ministry  is  in  a  difficult  situation, 
he  said,  in  that  it  is  a  small  Presbyterian 
church  that  also  runs  what  is  basically  a 
community  center  out  of  its  building. 

“Some  of  us  who  strongly  oppose  the 
antennas  would  like  to  help  support  the 
community  center  at  the  Ministry.  It’s  a 
valuable  neighborhood  resource,”  said 
Gabel.  “We  would  like  to  form  a  board 
that  would  take  over  substantial  financial 
and  maintenance  responsibility  for  the 


building.  It  would  mean  some  type  of 
joint  governance  with  the  Ministry  of  the 
community  center.” 

Gabel  wants  to  assure  neighbors  and 
congregants  that  he  is  not  proposing  turn¬ 
ing  the  Ministry  into  a  magnet  for  more 
cars  and  people. 

“We  all  agree  that  we  don’t  want  to  rad¬ 
ically  change  the  nature  of  the  Ministry 
—  such  as  turning  it  into  some  sort  of 
YMCA,”  he  said.  “We  would  only  expand 
its  use  in  ways  that  are  complementary  to 
the  spiritual  nature  of  the  building.” 

But  the  Ministry’s  elders  met  in  late 
November  and  are  not  yet  ready  to  back 
away  from  their  agreement  with  the  two 
cell  phone  companies,  said  Huff.  They 
strongly  support,  however,  having  Pardo 
organize  a  meeting  with  the  neighbors 
such  as  the  one  she  mediated  with  the 
building  users. 

Pardo  said  she  was  planning  a  mid-De¬ 
cember  meeting  and  hoped  mediation 
would  reduce  tensions  between  the  Min¬ 
istry  and  some  of  its  neighbors. 

“There  is  a  lot  of  lingering  anger  out 
here,”  said  Elizabeth  Street  resident  Chris 
Beaver.  “It  amazes  me  that  an  organiza¬ 
tion  which  is  supposed  to  be  spiritual  in 
nature  could  treat  its  neighbors  like  this.” 

For  the  past  two  months,  Beaver  and 
about  50  other  area  residents  have  held 
protests  every  Sunday  morning  in  front  of 
the  church.  They  also  collected  850  signa¬ 
tures  opposing  installation  of  the  antennas. 

During  November  the  Ministry  and  the 
protesters  waged  a  battle  of  missives.  They 
bombarded  local  residents  and  merchants 
with  flyers  and  letters  stating  their  opin¬ 
ions  and  that  of  various  scientists  on  the 
safety  or  hazards  of  cell  phone  antennas. 

The  battle  became  particularly  heated 
when  the  Ministry  distributed  a  Nov.  1  in¬ 
formation  sheet,  which,  according  to 
members  of  the  nursery  school  and  senior 

Continued  on  Page  8 
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center,  fudged  the  facts. 

The  Ministry’s  newsletter  stated: 
“Prior  to  making  our  decision,  we  hosted 
meetings  in  which  NVM  staff,  Pac  Bell, 
the  Nursery  School,  and  the  Senior  Cen¬ 
ter  discussed  the  cellular  antennas.  The 
groups  indicated  they  would  not  oppose 
the  antennas  during  these  initial  meet¬ 
ings.  Their  responses  helped  us  decide  to 
allow  the  cellular  antennas  to  be  located 
in  our  building.” 

Nursery  school  director  Nina  Youkel- 
son  and  board  president  Amy  Morris 
were  furious  when  they  saw  the  flyer. 
They  replied  in  a  letter  stating  that  al¬ 
though  representatives  from  the  school 
attended  the  meetings  with  Pac  Bell  and 
the  Ministry,  they  had  voiced  no  opinions 
on  the  matter.  This  was  because  they 
were  representing  a  cooperative  nursery 
school  that  makes  its  decisions  as  a  group. 

Later,  the  school  voted  almost  unani¬ 
mously  against  the  antennas. 

“We  are  disturbed  and  surprised  that 
our  attempts  at  polite  discourse  with  the 
Ministry... have  been  misrepresented  in 
your  neighborhood  newsletter  as  an  indi¬ 
cation  we  were  unopposed  to  the  idea  of 
cellular  phone  antennas  maintained  over 


the  heads  of  our  children,”  the  letter  stated. 

Seniors  from  the  Noe  Valley  Senior 
Center  also  submitted  a  petition  stating 
their  opposition  to  the  antennas. 

Huff  replied  that  she  did  not  want  to 
misrepresent  either  the  school  or  the  se¬ 
nior  center,  but  that  in  “informal  discus¬ 
sions  with  individual  members”  of  both 
organizations  after  the  Pac  Bell  meetings, 
she  heard  what  she  interpreted  as  com¬ 
ments  that  did  not  support,  but  also  did 
not  oppose  the  antennas. 

Speaking  after  the  Nov.  15  meeting,  the 
nursery  school’s  Youkelson  also  voiced 
skepticism  about  the  large  amount  of 
money  the  Ministry  said  it  would  need  to 
make  building  improvements.  “I  don’t 
know,  maybe  that’s  one  of  the  problems 
with  being  so  long  in  the  same  place,”  she 
said.  “But  I’ve  walked  in  here  almost 
every  day  for  29  years,  and  everything 
looks  just  fine. 

“Now  all  of  a  sudden  they  need  hun¬ 
dreds  of  thousands  of  dollars  to  do  these 
repairs,”  she  continued. 

“As  Americans,  I  think  we  are  sold  the 
idea  that  we  need  to  have  the  biggest  and 
the  best.  But  maybe  there  are  other  pos¬ 
sibilities,”  said  Youkelson.  “I  mean,  why 
drive  a  Mercedes  when  a  used  Toyota  will 
get  you  where  you  need  to  go?” 

In  the  meantime.  Supervisor  Tom  Am- 
miano  has  asked  the  city  attorney’s  office 
to  draw  up  legislation  calling  for  a  tem¬ 
porary  halt  on  the  installation  of  cell 


phone  antennas.  During  the  moratorium, 
he  wants  the  Board  of  Supervisors  to 
come  up  with  a  master  plan  showing 
where  the  antennas  will — and  will  not — 
be  allowed. 

One  Noe  Valley  resident,  who  pre¬ 
ferred  not  to  give  her  name,  said  it  would 
be  fine  with  her  if  antenna  sites  were 
banned  from  the  neighborhood.  It  might 
cement  the  area’s  reputation  as  a  “black 
hole”  of  telecommunications,  with  slim 
chances  of  good  cell  phone  reception. 

“But  then  no  one  would  bother  trying 
to  call  as  they’re  driving  down  our 
streets,”  she  said.  “Seriously,  you  see 
people  doing  the  stupidest  things,  such  as 
running  red  lights,  while  they’re  chatting 
away  on  their  cell  phones.”  □ 
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Pigeons  Obey  Planck’s  Law 

Editor: 

Protesters  of  the  electromagnetic  radi¬ 
ation  from  within  the  tower  of  the  Noe 
Valley  Ministry  are  scientifically  “out  of 
tune”  by  orders  of  magnitude  in  fre¬ 
quency  and  wavelength.  Ask  them  the  all- 
important  question  “What  is  the  fre¬ 
quency  of  the  electromagnetic  radiation 
that  you  fear?”  If  they  don’t  know  or  don’t 
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care,  then  they  display  utter  ignorance. 

Anyone  who  has  taken  a  physics 
course  knows  Planck’s  law,  E  =  hv,  which 
states  that  the  energy  of  a  photon  is  pro¬ 
portional  to  its  frequency.  Planck’s  law 
applies  to  all  electromagnetic  radiation — 
from  the  sun,  from  TV  towers,  from 
power  lines,  from  your  wireless  trans¬ 
ceiver,  yes  even  from  the  local  oscillator 
in  your  boom  box. 

The  energy  of  a  photon  of  radiation 
from  an  atomic  nucleus  is  huge.  Its  fre¬ 
quency  is  measured  in  giga-giga-giga- 
giga-gigahertz.  These  photons  can  split 
an  atom  in  your  body  and  cause  cancer. 
Not  so  the  energy  of  a  photon  from  a  TV 
tower,  FM  tower,  or  cellular  phone.  Ra¬ 
diation  at  these  subgigahertz  frequencies 
is  12  orders  of  magnitude  less  harmful 
than  the  UV  radiation  in  sunlight. 

The  pigeons  of  Noe  Valley  know 
Planck’s  law.  They  know  that  the  60  Hz 
electromagnetic  photons  from  the  power 
lines  on  which  they  sit  are  harmless.  They 
know  that  radiation  from  the  antennas  in 
the  steeple  would  be  less  harmful  than 
God’s  sunlight  coming  through  a  window. 

Believe  the  pigeons  if  you  don’t  be¬ 
lieve  me. 

B.D.  Smith,  S.M.,  MIT  ’48 
Via  email 

A  Wall  of  Separation 

Editor: 

Antennas  may  be  bad  for  the  health  of 
adults  or  children.  People  have  the  right 
to  protest  and  to  picket  a  church  for  its  ac¬ 
tions.  Politicians  are  free  to  make  state¬ 
ments  about  controlling  telecommunica¬ 
tions.  But  the  First  Amendment  to  the 
U.S.  Constitution  puts  a  wall  of  separa¬ 
tion  between  the  church  and  the  state.  The 
purpose  of  that  wall  is  to  keep  the  gov¬ 
ernment  from  interfering  with  the  pur¬ 
poses  and  work  of  the  church. 

The  Noe  Valley  Ministry  may  be  mis¬ 
guided  in  placing  antennas  in  its  steeple. 
However,  if  they  choose  that  method  to 
raise  money  to  ensure  the  ministry  of  that 
Presbyterian  Church,  they  have  the  right 
to  do  so.  Financing  the  work  of  a  Christ¬ 
ian  community  is  part  of  the  free  exercise 
of  religion. 

Robert  Warren  Cromey 
Rector,  Trinity  Episcopal  Church 
Noe  Valley  resident 
Via  email 


Make  Room  for  Small  Businesses 

I  wonder  if  the  developers  of  the  new 
commercial  space  next  to  Bell  Market 
would  be  able  to  make  a  business  out  of 
the  following  idea:  Lease  the  space  (with¬ 
out  putting  up  walls)  to  people  who  might 
have  previously  run  their  own  businesses. 
Those  might  include  a  butcher  shop, 
seafood  market,  bakery,  delicatessen, 
candy  store — basically  any  independent 
business  person  who  had  been  run  out  of 
business  by  the  Wal-Marts  of  the  world. 

By  consolidating  the  rent,  insurance, 
advertising,  technology,  and  other  over¬ 
head,  you  could  offer  these  once-proud 
business  people  another  chance  to  do 
what  they  do  best... serve  their  customers 
premium  products  at  a  competitive  price 
in  a  neighborhood  atmosphere.  It  might 
not  be  practical,  but  imagine  how  nice  it 
would  be  if  a  trend  AWAY  from  the  giant 
chains  would  occur. 

Tim  Mueller 
Via  email 
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Library  Should 
Be  Preserved 
At  All  Costs, 
Residents  Say 

Continued  from  Page  1 

a  given,  not  an  option.” 

Built  in  1916,  the  Noe  Valley  Library 
is  a  classic  Carnegie  library  registered 
with  the  city  landmarks  board  as  an  ar¬ 
chitecturally  significant  building. 

According  to  Marcia  Schneider,  chief 
of  branches  for  the  San  Francisco  Library, 
the  library  received  a  hazard  rating  of  4 
(on  a  scale  of  1  to  4)  in  a  1992  seismic 
evaluation  of  unreinforced  masonry 
buildings  owned  by  the  city.  This  means 
that  the  building  has  a  high  potential  for 
collapse  during  an  earthquake  measuring 
7.5  or  higher  on  the  Richter  scale.  City 
code  requires  that  all  public  facilities  in 
this  category  be  seismically  upgraded  by 
the  year  2004. 

Schneider  noted  that  the  proposed 
bond  measure  would  include  three  other 
historic  library  buildings  —  Richmond, 
Golden  Gate  Valley,  and  the  Marina 
Branch  —  as  well  as  several  other  city- 
owned  facilities  with  a  hazard  rating  of  3 
or  higher.  A  1988  Library  Improvement 
Bond  has  already  been  used  to  retrofit  the 
Park,  Presidio,  Sunset,  and  Chinatown 
branches,  with  the  Mission  Branch  cur¬ 
rently  under  construction. 

Jorge  Alfaro,  assistant  to  the  director 
for  special  projects  at  DPW,  said  that  al¬ 
though  most  of  the  Noe  Library’s  interior 
would  have  to  be  gutted  in  a  renovation, 
the  terra-cotta  facade  and  ceilings  could 
be  preserved,  and  a  strict  historical  review 
process  would  be  used  to  try  to  preserve 
the  historical  character  of  the  building. 


The  project  would  also  require  adding  new 
bathrooms,  installing  an  inside  elevator 
and  outside  ramps  for  disabled  access, 
and  removing  any  hazardous  materials 
such  as  asbestos  from  the  building.  The 
library  would  be  closed  during  the  reno¬ 
vation,  which  could  last  up  to  14  months. 
The  collection  would  be  temporarily 
moved  to  another  location. 

At  the  meeting,  Alfaro  asked  partici¬ 
pants  if  they  had  any  more  suggestions  for 
improvements  to  the  branch.  Residents 
pointed  out  the  importance  of  keeping  the 
back  deck  and  garden,  and  suggested  ex¬ 
panding  the  downstairs  meeting  room 
and  perhaps  creating  a  balcony  or  veranda 
in  the  main  room  to  accommodate  more 
books  and  computers. 

At  the  same  time,  Alfaro  warned  that 
when  the  cost  of  repairs  exceeds  75  per¬ 
cent  of  the  replacement  cost  of  a  build¬ 
ing,  replacement  is  often  the  rule  of 
thumb  for  the  city.  He  promised  that  his 
report,  which  will  compare  the  two  op¬ 
tions  but  stop  short  of  making  a  specific 
recommendation,  will  include  the  commu¬ 
nity’s  strong  desire  to  save  the  building. 

Said  Stem  of  Friends  of  Noe  Valley, 
“The  fear  is  that  this  75  percent  criteria 
will  enable  the  city  to  tear  the  library 
down.  We  feel  strongly  that  the  historical 
significance  of  the  building  warrants  find¬ 
ing  a  way  to  get  the  additional  money  to 
preserve  the  library  no  matter  how  ex¬ 
tensive  the  renovation  is.  The  decision  to 
keep  it  or  tear  it  down  should  not  be  based 
on  some  arbitrary  formula.” 

Stem  said  he  planned  to  look  into  get¬ 
ting  official  landmark  status  for  the  Jer¬ 
sey  Street  library  to  help  ensure  preser¬ 
vation.  The  November  Friends  of  Noe 
Valley  newsletter  also  exhorted  the  mem¬ 
bership  to  call  Marcia  Schneider  (557- 
4355),  and  “tell  her  that  demolition  is  not 
an  acceptable  alternative!” 

The  newsletter  for  the  East  &  West  of 
Castro  Street  Club  echoed  the  same  sen¬ 
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timent.  Members  of  the  community  are 
very  invested  in  the  library,  explains  club 
president  Paul  Kantus,  who  has  used  the 
Jersey  Street  branch  for  over  60  years.  In 
fact,  the  residents  groups  have  been  re¬ 
sponsible  for  virtually  all  of  the  improve¬ 
ments  made  to  the  library  in  recent  years. 

“Originally,  the  meeting  room  was  a 
dingy  storage  space,  with  leaking  steam 
pipes  and  broken-down  chairs,”  said  Kan¬ 
tus.  So  Friends  of  Noe  Valley,  East  & 
West,  and  other  library  advocates  raised 
the  money  and  elbow  grease  to  clean, 
paint,  and  carpet  the  meeting  room,  and 
donate  new  chairs. 

The  community  groups  also  built  the 
back  deck  and  garden.  “This  library  is  our 


neighborhood  landmark  along  with  the 
Noe  Valley  Ministry,”  said  Blaustein. 
“For  many  of  us,  it’s  been  a  labor  of  love.” 

Jorge  Alfaro  of  the  Department  of  Pub¬ 
lic  Works  will  submit  his  report  on  the  li¬ 
brary  to  the  city’s  Capital  Improvement 
Advisory  Committee  in  March.  □ 


WHEN  EXCELLENCE  COUNTS 
DEMAND  THE  VERY  BEST 


BAY  AREA  NETWORK,  NATIONAL  RECOGNITION 
The  regional  authority  and  dominance  of  Mason-McDuffie 
have  recently  joined  forces  with  Prudential  California  Realty 
X  to  provide  an  even  higher  level  of  service  to  my  real  estate  clients. 

INDEPTH  KNOWLEDGE  OF  OUR  NEIGHBORHOOD 
A  Noe  Valley  homeowner  for  more  than  20  years,  I  confounded  the 
Upper  Noe  Neighbors,  dedicated  to  neighborhood  improvement  and 
planted  350  street  trees  in  Noe  Valley  with  Friends  of  the  Urban  Forest. 


15  YEARS  OF  EXPERIENCE,  40  TRANSACTIONS  PER  YEAR 
form  a  solid  basis  for  every  real  estate  sale  or  purchase  I  am  involved  in 
I  value  personal  service,  honesty  and  integrity  as  well  as  hard  work. 
Call  me  to  find  out  what  makes  me  different  and  how  I  can  help  you. 


SUE  BOWIE 

Top  I  %  Nationally 
#1  Mason'McDuffie  Agent,  S.F. 


(415)  642-4000 


Prudential 

California  Realty 


677  Portola  Drive,  San  Francisco,  94127 

two  blocks  from  Clipper  and  Portola 
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Celebrate  Christmas 
IN  Noe  Valley 

Saturday,  December  13, 1997: 

Santa  Visits  Noe  Valley!! 

Free  photos  and  goodies 
Bank  of  America  •  Noe  Valley  Branch 

10:00  am  -  2:00  pm 


Holiday  Calendar: 

December  6  -  Sidewalk  Sale 

December  13  -  Santa  &  Friends  Visit,  with  Carolers  &  Musicians 
December  20  -  Choirs 


Wishing  you  and  your  family 
a  Joyous  Holiday  Season! 


Brought  to  you  by  the 
Noe  Valley  Merchants 
and  Professionals  Association 


SINCE 

1976 

★★★★★★ 

Richard  Hippard 
Broker 

864-7800  ext  567 


VANGUARD 

PROPERTIES 


1 84 1  Market  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA  94103 


PESKY  PAPERWORK 
MAKIN'  YOU  CRAZY 

Let  us  help  you  get  organized! 

•  BOOKKEEPING  • 

•  CONSULTING  • 

•  UJORO  PROCESSING  • 

•  GRRPHICS  • 

•  lUEB  PRGES  •  Free  Brochure 

P'Ui^^AAio*uil  tMelp,  415-643-2800 


Davies  Medical  Center 

Pr  Women^s 
are 

Primary  care  and  gynecology  for  adult  and  adolescent  women 


Experience  the  Women’s  Care 
difference  at  Davies  Medical  Center’s 
new,  full-service  primary  care  center 
designed  by  women  for  women. 

•  Elizabeth  L.  Williams,  M.D.,  M.P.H. 
Family  Practice  and 

Preventive  Medicine 

•  Leslie  S.  Kardos,  M.D. 

Obstetrics  and  Gynecology 


Women's  Care  Offers; 

•  Female  physicians  experienced 
with  women’s  health  issues 

•  Personalized  and  comfortable 
environment 

•  Flexible  office  hours  to  fit  your 
schedule 

•  Resource  center  with  Internet 
access  to  health  infcwmation  sites 

For  more  information  or  to  schedule 

an  af^intment,  call  41S/565-6S61. 


Make  an  Early  Resolution! 
Davies  will  help  you  keep  it. 

Attend  the  first  1998  fret  seminar  presented 
by  Women’s  Care  and  Physical  Therapy  at 
Davies  to  create  your  custom  exercise  routine 
with  ejqjert  medical  guidance.  A  good  health 
resolution  Is  one  worth  keeping. 

Design  Your  Own 
Exercise  Program 

Saturday,  January  31 

Davies  Medical  Center 
Outpatient  Therapy  Department 

Elizabeth  L.  Williams,  M.D.,  M.P.H. 
Women’s  Primary  Care  Physician 

Susan  Peterson  and  Pamela  Klein 
Physical  Therapists 

Space  is  limited.  Call  565-6567  for  more 
information  or  to  make  reservations. 


Women’s  Care  •  Davies  Medical  Center  •  Castro  &Duboce  •  Suite  17S  $Mith  (adjacent  to  main  hospicdbaflding)  •  www.daviesmed.org/go.cgi/wDmen 


Come  visit  us 
at 

1420  Castro  Street 
between  Jersey  &  25th 

Professional  Cleaners 
3  HOUR  SERVICE 
We  operate  our  own  plant 


VERY  CONVENIENT 
LOCATION 


Monday-Friday,  7;30-6:30 
Sat  8:30-6:00 
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Special  Delivery 

Mail  Carrier 
Ana  Valladares 
Is  Always 
Good  News 

By  Rayne  Wolfe 

When  you  have  a  job  that  inspired  a 
new  term  for  deadly  mayhem  —  going 
postal — you  might  expect  folks  to  be  a 
little  standoffish. 

Well,  not  if  you’re  Ana  Valladares,  the 
post  office  mail  carrier  in  “Downtown” 
Noe  Valley  for  the  past  12  years. 

Just  about  everyone  calls  out  a  hello  or 
stops  to  chat  with  Valladares  as  she  walks 
her  route  on  24th  and  25th  streets  from 
Church  to  Noe. 

“Ana!  My  nephew  on  George  Wash¬ 
ington’s  football  team  beat  Mission  High 
last  night!”  one  man  brags  as  she  hands 
him  his  mail. 

Another  customer  shouts,  “I  owe  you 
a  brownie!”  and  then,  in  mock  anger  to 
this  reporter,  declares,  “She  reads  my 
postcards!”  A  young  woman  on  Sanchez 
says,  “She  takes  care  of  us.  She  watches 
out  for  the  whole  street.  If  you  leave  your 
keys  in  your  front  door  or  park  your  car 
in  the  street-sweeping  zone,  she’ll  knock 
on  your  door.” 

“Hi,  Ana,  what  do  you  have  for  me?” 
is  a  greeting  she  hears  over  and  over. 

“The  usual,”  she  answers  with  a  broad 
smile — unless,  of  course,  it’s  “something 
exciting,”  perhaps  a  check  or  that  special 
letter  you’ve  been  waiting  for. 

On  a  route  where  half  of  her  customers 
work  out  of  their  homes,  Valladares 
knows  an  important  envelope  when  she 
sees  one. 

“She  has  chased  me  down  the  street  in 
her  truck,  honking  like  mad,  so  that  I 
wouldn’t  miss  delivery  of  a  package,” 
says  Voice  photographer  Pamela  Gerard, 
ai-25th  Street  resident. 

It’s  true.  Valladares  doesn’t  like  to 
leave  those  yellow  notes  that  ask  you  to 
fetch  your  package  at  the  post  office.  “I 
try  to  find  a  way  to  deliver  it.  Usually  I 
can  leave  it  with  a  neighbor,  so  my  cus¬ 
tomer  gets  it  ^at  day.” 

Valladares  is  among  the  first  to  know 
when  a  baby  has  been  bom  or  a  wedding 
date  has  been  set.  Most  recently,  Daniel 
and  Loetitia  Phelps,  of  the  French  Tulip 
flower  shop  on  24th  Street,  invited  her  to 
their  November  nuptials. 


Through  sun,  wind,  rain,  fog,  and  coffee  klatches,  a  smiling  Ana  Valladares  delivers  the  mail 
along  24th  Street.  by  Pamela  Gerard 


Do  invitations  come  often?  “Oh,  all  the 
time.  I’ve  been  into  many  homes.  I  get  in¬ 
vited  to  dinner.  For  weddings,  christen¬ 
ings,  you  name  it.” 

Valladares’  day  begins  at  6:30  a.m.,  at 
16th  and  Bryant  streets,  where  she  sorts 
and  then  loads  the  Noe  Valley  mail  into 
her  small  tmck.  It’s  supposed  to  be  an 
eight-hour  shift  but  usually  ends  up  closer 
to  10.  On  her  first  day  in  the  summer  of 
1985,  it  took  her  so  long  to  complete  her 
deliveries  that  when  she  drove  back  to  the 
mail  station,  everyone  but  her  exasper¬ 
ated  supervisor  had  gone  home. 


Valladares  lives  in  Daly  City  near  Lake 
Merced  with  her  dad  and  her  8-year-old 
son.  An  athletic  40-year-old,  she  often 
has  enough  energy  left  at  the  end  of  her 
week  for  a  night  of  Latin  dancing. 

Her  regal  posture  belies  the  fact  that 
working  as  a  mail  carrier  is  a  physically 
punishing  Job.  “At  the  end  of  the  day,  my 
knees  hurt  from  the  stairs.  You  think  it’s 
just  a  few  here  and  there,  but  it  adds  up.” 
She  puts  special  orthopedic  inserts  into 
her  shoes,  which  helps,  except  -when  it 
rains.  “Then,  I’m  not  kidding,  my  knees 
squeak.” 


Valladares  enjoys  a  sense  of  ownership 
about  her  route.  She  refers  to  a  block  that 
used  to  be  in  her  delivery  area  the  way 
some  people  recall  a  cream-puff  car  they 
should  never  have  sold.  According  to 
U.S.  Postal  Service  rules  of  seniority,  her 
current  route  is  hers  until  she  retires  or 
puts  in  for  a  transfer,  something  she  says 
she  will  never  do  voluntarily. 

“It’s  the  best  route  in  the  city.  I’d  like 
to  retire  from  here.  When  I  first  came,  I 
was  just  temping.  People  didn’t  want  the 
route,  because  it’s  too  long,  covering  nine 
square  blocks  and  about  425  separate  de¬ 
liveries.  But  the  people  make  it  nice.” 

Valladares  loves  her  job,  but  she’ll  ad¬ 
mit  to  a  complaint  or  two.  She  often  scrapes 
her  knuckles  raw  as  she  crams  the  latest 
Victoria’s  Secret,  Pottery  Bam,  and  Gar¬ 
dener’s  Eden  catalogs  into  the  tiny  mail¬ 
boxes  of  Noe  Valley’s  older  houses.  She 
has  as  much  trouble  parking  as  anyone 
else.  And  she’s  not  too  wild  about  dogs 
either,  having  once  been  bitten. 

“That  dog  still  growls  at  me.  He  just 
doesn’t  like  anyone  in  a  uniform!” 

But  the  pluses  —  things  like  the  light 
kiss  on  the  cheek  from  the  handsome  man 
in  Puro  Fino  Cigars,  or  the  glasses  of  wa¬ 
ter  offered  all  along  her  route  on  warm 
days — far  outweigh  the  minuses. 

No  wonder  Valladares  was  upset  to  learn 
that  the  post  office  is  working  on  a  plan, 
to  be  announced  in  May,  that  might  recon¬ 
figure  the  mail  routes  in  San  Francisco. 

“It  might  mean  a  lot  of  changes.  After 
all,  I  am  not  the  most  senior  mail  carrier 
there  is.  We  may  have  to  re-bid  on  our 
routes.  We’ll  have  to  see  what  happens.” 

If  she  did  have  to  hand  over  her  keys 
to  the  neighborhood  gates  tomorrow,  what 
would  she  tell  her  successor? 

“Oh,  just  to  be  nice.  Try  to  look  out  for 
people.” 

What  if  she  wasn’t  a  mail  carrier?  What 
else  would  she  do  for  a  living? 

“It’s  funny  to  be  asked,  because  I  was 
just  thinking  about  this  the  other  night,” 
Valladares  says.  “If  I  could.  I’d  like  to 
open  a  little  fast-food  place  in  this  neigh¬ 
borhood.  Nothing  fancy,  just  good  home 
cooking — and  to  go.” 

If  she  won  the  lottery  and  didn’t  have 
to  work  anymore,  what  then? 

“Well,  if  it  was  more  than  a  million 
dollars.  I’d  buy  a  house  in  Noe  Valley.  I 
really  would.”  □ 


“Hip”  --  S.F.  Examiner 
“Top  Ten  Bars”  --  S.F.  Bay  Guardian 
‘Handsome  Interior”  --  S.F.  Examiner 


TTTTTTTTT 

Full  Bar  /  Music  /  Local  Color 


3394-22nd  Street  at  Guerrero 
415-648-0109 
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TEA  ROOM 


Q/M'u/e'Tie  ’  s 

6^e'r^V'Cce  (§^a/o''^ 

1401  Castro  Street  at  Jersey 

presents 

Skin  Care  by  Hair  Care  by 
Karen  Bebe 


1195  Church  Street,  San  Francisco  415-648-5895 

Tuesday  -  Friday  1 1:00  -  7:00 
Saturday  -  Sunday  10:30  -  7:00 
Closed  Mondays  except  Holidays 


Specializing  in 
•  European  facials 
•  Aromatherapy 

•  Waxing 

•  Tinting 


Specializing  In 
•  Designer  haircuts 
•  Highlights 

•  Beautiful  Matrix  Colours; 
vibrant  reds 
rich  browns 
brilliant  blondes 


Now  under  New  Management 


Expanded  Menu 

We  specialize  in  catering  and  private  parties  for  the 
holidays  and  all  year  -‘round. 

Gift  Certificates  Available 


All  of  us  would  like  to  wish  all  of  our  customers 
-  both  old  and  new  -  a  Wonderful  Healthy  and 
Happy  Christmas  and  Prosperous  New  Year. 


Look&  Feel  your  best  this  Holiday  Season! 


For  Appointment  call  675-0199  Consultations  Complimentary! 


Renovations. 

Plumbing  bills. 

Spanking  new  mini-vans  with  cup  holders  too. 

It ' s  always  something . 

So  make  a  plan.  Investigate  your  options.  Use  a  flexible 
home  equity  line  of  credit  from  Bank  of' America.  It's  how 
you  pay  for  the  things  in  life  that  are  important  to  you. 
Like  renovating  the  spare  room  before  the  guests  arrive. 
And  daughters'  smiles. 


Home  Equity  Line  of  Credit 


6  06^  9  06^ 

V.i'  •V.y  >»/  Introductory  APR.  V^Xsta 


Standard  APR. 


No  points.  No  fees.  No  closing  costs. 


Bank  of  America 

put  your  life  in  motion 


Season ' s  Greetings 

from  your  Noe  Valley  Branc 

4098  —  24th  Street 

San  Francisco 

(415)  622-4301 


Home  equity  line  rales  as  o(  11/10/97.  The  initial  variable  APR  is  “discounted"  for  the  first  six  billing  cycles.  Beginning  in  the  seventh  billing  cycle 
the  standard  fully-indexed  APR  will  be  based  on  the  index  plus  a  margin  of  3.50%.  APR  can  vary  monthly.  Maximum  APR  is  18%.  No  points,  no 
lees  and  no  closing  costs  to  open  a  line  of  credit  to  $100,000,  but  borrower  is  responsible  for  any  costs  to  provide  required  lien  position.  Annual 
tee  o1  $75  waived  first  year  and  in  years  when  average  account  balances  are  $20,000  or  more.  The  APR  on  an  optional  fixed  rale  loan  taken 
1 1/9/97  was  9.93%  to  1 1 .43%  depending  on  the  loan  amount.  Finance  charge  of  $75  for  fixed  rate  loan  terms  5  years  or  less;  1 .5%  if  loan  is  over 
5  years.  Rates  and  terms  apply  to  California  owner-occupied  residents  subject  to  certain  LTV  restrictions.  Non-owner  occupied  property  rales  also 
available.  Adequate  properly  insurance  required.  Rate  discount  available  to  customers  without  an  existing  BolA  home  equity  line.  Program  terms 
and  conditions  are  subject  to  change  and  may  be  withdrawn  without  notice.  C  1997  Bank  ol  America  NTiSA.  Member  FDIC 


No  one  knows  why,  but  the  holidays  tend 
to  roll  around  precisely  when  daughters 
need  braces.  Will  you  be  ready? 


Victorian 

Garden 

BeJ  &  Breakfast  •  Noe  Valley 

26t]l  Street  (between  Sanckez  &  Noe) 

Suite  witk  kitclien — 
Private  entrance  and  tatkroom 

415206-0202 


AMri 

HOLIDAY 

GIFT 

SHOPPING 
WITHOUT 
TH  E  SWEAT 
(SHOPS) 


at 

•  4 19  541 

A  unique^  not-for-profit, 
non-exploltative,  alternatiye 
^ Third  World  artisans  to 
sell  their  work  directly  to  you! 


UNBELIEVABLY 
BEAUTIFUL  CRAFTS 
FROM  MORE  THAN 
40  NATIONS 

San  Francisco 

3900  24th  St.  @  Sanchez 
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St.  Paul’s  began  demolition  of  its  old  intermediate  school  on  Church  Street  in  early  Novem¬ 
ber.  Construction  of  a  new  school  should  take  about  a  year.  Photo  by  Najib  Joe  Hakim 


St.  Paul’s 
Starts  Building 
New  School 

By  Erin  O'Briant 

The  wrecking  ball  began  razing  the  for¬ 
mer  St.  Paul’s  Intermediate  School  at  the 
comer  of  Cliurch  and  29th  streets  on  the 
morning  of  Monday,  Nov.  10.  The  81- 
year-old  building  is  being  cleared  to  make 
way  for  a  new  school,  housing  students 
in  kindergarten  through  eighth  grade. 

Construction  will  continue  for  about  a 
year,  at  which  time  St.  Paul’s  elementary 
students,  now  attending  classes  in  the  old 
St.  James  School  on  Fair  Oaks  Street,  will 
return  to  a  brand-new  campus. 

The  modem  school  will  feature  nine 
computer-ready  classrooms,  a  fine  arts 
room,  a  media  resource  center,  a  full-ser¬ 
vice  kitchen,  and  a  large  multipurpose 
room  that  will  also  serve  as  a  gymnasium. 
Michael  Stanton,  a  member  of  St.  Paul’s 
Parish,  is  the  project  architect. 

St.  Paul’s  officials  originally  hoped  to 
retrofit  the  existing  school  rather  than  tear 
it  down.  But  the  cost  for  seismic  upgrad¬ 
ing  rose  to  over  $4  million.  “We  would 
have  spent  $4  million,’’  explained  Sister 
Maureen  O’Brien,  director  of  St.  Paul’s 
retrofitting  campaign,  “and  we’d  still 
have  8 1  -year-old  plumbing.’’  Because  the 
estimate  for  a  new  school  was  only  half  a 
million  more  ($4.7  million),  it  made  fi¬ 
nancial  sense  to  demolish  the  old  build¬ 
ing  and  put  up  a  new  one. 

It  was  four  years  ago  on  Nov.  1 6, 1 993, 
that  the  San  Francisco  Catholic  Archdio¬ 
cese  threatened  to  close  St.  Paul’s  Parish 
altogether,  citing  a  lack  of  funds  to  bring 
the  church’s  large  complex  of  buildings 
up  to  earthquake  safety  standards.  But 
parish  members  and  Noe  Valley  residents 
protested  so  strongly  that  the  archdiocese 


gave  St.  Paul’s  a  second  chance- — and  a 
gift  of  $  1  million  to  launch  its  fund  drive. 

Since  then,  the  convent  behind  the  in¬ 
termediate  school  (1660  Church  St.)  has 
been  retrofitted,  and  the  nuns  who  lived 
there — members  of  the  novitiate  founded 
by  Mother  Teresa — have  moved  back  in. 
The  former  St.  Paul’s  High  School  and 
another  convent  on  29th  Street  have  been 
sold.  (The  new  owner  and  developer, 
Monahan  Pacific  Corporation,  is  in  the 
process  of  building  condominiums, 
which  should  be  ready  for  purchase  in 
June  of  1998.)  And  according  to  realtor 
B.J.  Droubi,  the  last  church  property  on 
the  block — St.  Paul’s  Primary  School  at 
300  Valley  St.— will  soon  also  be  in  new 
hands.  Droubi  said  in  mid-November  that 
the  church  had  received  several  bids  on 
the  property  and  that  the  prospective 
buyer  would  likely  convert  the  school  to 
lofts  or  other  residential  housing. 

As  for  historic  St.  Paul’s  Church — the 
twin-spired  landmark  featured  in  the 
1992  movie  Sister  Act  —  “we’ll  start  on 
the  church  in  one  year,  if  all  goes  well,’’ 
said  Sister  O’Brien. 

The  current  estimate  for  seismic  up¬ 
grades  to  the  church  itself  is  $3.2  million 
“and  climbing,”  she  said.  Though  no 
changes  will  be  made  to  the  church’s 
outward  appearance,  Stanton’s  architec¬ 
tural  firm  plans  to  secure  the  steeples  and 
walls  with  steel  and  reconfigure  the  base¬ 
ment  floor  plan. 

Sister  O’Brien  said  the  total  cost  of 
building  the  new  school  and  retrofitting 
the  church  and  convent  might  well  exceed 
$8  million.  Still,  she’s  happy  with  the  prog¬ 
ress  of  her  “Save  the  Church”  campaign. 

“Our  funds  are  in  good  shape,  though 
we  do  have  a  ways  to  go.  Right  now  we 
have  about  $6  million,”  she  said.  “About 
$2  million  of  that  is  from  individual  gifts. 
We  had  three  little  boys  who  emptied 
their  piggy  banks  and  sent  what  they  had. 
A  teenager  sent  $50  she  had  earned 


babysitting.  People  from  the  community 
— even  people  who  aren’t  involved  with 
the  church — really  want  to  do  this. 
“This  has  been  a  blessing,  blessing. 


blessing,”  she  continued. 

Then  she  leaned  back  in  her  chair  and 
smiled  mischievously.  “It’s  a  real  ‘Mira¬ 
cle  on  29th  Street.’”  □ 
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St.  Paul’s  has  had  to  sell  three  of  its  buildings  clustered  around  29th  and  Church  streets  in 
order  to  save  its  landmark  church  and  build  a  new,  seismically  sound  elementary  school. 

Graphics  by  Marlene  Legaspi 


Janet  Moyer  Landscaping 

Design  r  Installation 
Maintenance  ?  Renovation 
Decorative  Fixtures  and  Furniture 

Quality  landscaping  located  in  Noe  Valley 

415  821  3760 


I  ANmCAPE  CONTRACTOR  I.ICF.NSF  7250S0 
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REASONS 


Happy  Holidays 

( lots  of  artful  objects  &  neat  stuff  in  for  the  holidays) 


In  the  Gallery: 

December  6  &  7  Artist  Studio  Sale: 
METALMARK;  Emily  Hearn  &  Alice  Shaw 
Silver  Jewelry  With  A  Modern  Edge 

December  13  &  14  Artist  Studio  Sale: 

Jill  Harvey — Hand  Tinted  Photographs 


A  Store  and  Gallery  with  Artful  Objects  &  Neat  Stuff 

Holiday  Hours:  Daily  1 1-8  3961  24th  Street  San  Francisco  ®  4IS.206.I7I7 


Succulents  grace  these  handmade  nests 
on  24th  Street. 


in  an  outdoor  display  at  the  Planter’s  Nursery 
Photo  by  Beverly  Tharp 
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ZEPHYR 

Christmas  cf^eer 
wiW  Kate's  cf^ristmas  Korner 

Celebrate  the  holidays  with  Zephyr 
at  4040  24th  Street 
on  Saturday,  December  13th 
from  11am  to  3pm. 

Fun-filled  family  entertainment 
and  refreshments, 
featuring  Kate  Doyle  and  her 
current  cornucopia 
of  Christmas  creations... 
guaranteed  to 

soothe  and  delight  everyone! 


If  you  can,  please  bring  along  non-perishable 
food  items  for  Project  Open  Hand  or 
a  new,  unwrapped  toy  for  Toys  for  Tots. 
Any  donation  will  be  greatly  appreciated! 


ZEPHYR  Real  Estate  4040  24th  Street  695  7707  &  4200  17th  Street  552  9500  San  Francisco  94114 

www.zephyr-re.com 
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All  the  ^ 
Holiday  Fixings 


Fresh 

Holiday  Turkeys 

featuring 
Zacky  Natural 
Turkeys 
and 

Free  Range  Diestel 


Ducks,  Geese, 
Quail  &  Rabbit 

Free  Range 
Poultry 

Specialty 
Poultry  Sausages 


282-3331 

2590  Mission  Street,  @  22nd 


MiSS^^^fHARKer 


FISH  &  POULTRY 


We’re  cooking 
Fresh  Crab  daily! 

(weather  permittin}>) 


Cooking  up 

Cioppino,  Paella  or  Bouillabaisse? 

We’ve  got  the  finest  quality 
clams,  mussels,  shrimp,  scallops, 

&  fish  —  whole,  sliced,  or  filleted! 


BENDIX  BRAKE  SERVICE..PADS  &  SHOES 


INCLUDES: 

•FREE  BRAKE  INSPECTION 
•FREE  SAFETY  CHECK 
•Apply  special 
anti-squeak  treatment 
on  pads 

•Repack  wheel  bearing 


with  high  temp  grease 
'  Adjust  parking  brake 
'  Refill  system  with  DOT 
3  brake  fluid 
>  Install  new  Bendix 
quality  pad  or  heavy 
duty  shoes 


Turn  Drums  &  Rotors  &  Metallic  Pads  Extra 


’  Inspect  master  •, 
cylinder, wheel 
cylinder,  hoses  and'  ^ 
caliper 

’  Brake  performance  . 
road  test 

'  Deglaze  drums  or  rotor 


Pads  &  Shoes  NV 

GUARANTEED  FOR  LIFE! 


FROM 


*35”’ 

FRONT  OR  REAR 


CLUTCH  SPECIAL 


TIMING  BELT 


JAPANESES 
EUROPEAN  MODELS 


Hidden  behind  a  cover  you  can’t  see  your  timing  belt.  If  you  have  60,000  miles 
or  more  on  your  original  timing  belt,  you’re  driving  on  borrowed  time.  If  your 
timing  belt  breaks,  it  may  cause  costly  engine  damage.  start  From 

Inspect  front  Oil  Seals  6, 8  cylinders, 

Inspect  Fan  Beits  Power  Steering, 

Check  Ignition  Timing  Air  Conditioning  I  M 

Cars  Slight  Trucks  cost  extra  caiifmvour^Se. 


Includes: 

•  We  will  install  a  new 
timing  belt 


SCHEDULED  MAINTENANCE  SERVICE 


3,000  MILE  SERVICE 


LUBE,  OILS  FILTER 

•  Drain  Oil  S  Refill  Up  To  5  Qts  of 
Penzoil  or  Kendall  (10-30Wt) 

•  Install  New  Purolator  Oil  Filter 

LUBE  CHASSIS 

•  Check  Fluids  as  Needed  •  Transmis¬ 
sion,  Cooling  System,  Anti-Freeze 

&  Windshield  Washer,  Battery  Water, 
Brake  Fluids  •  Check  Air  Filter,  Beits  & 
Hoses  •  Rotate  Tires  Upon  Request 

•  Safety  Check 


Most  cars  &  bghi  trucks  Waste  disposal  fee  included 


15,000  45,000  75,000  105,000 

$9995** 


BG 


Cars  & 
fight  trucks 


Fuel  Inj..  valve  adj. 
extra  if  requir^ 


most  4-cyI  cars,  Lt  trucks 

Install  New  Bosch  Nippondenso  Spark  Plugs  •  Install  New  Air 
RIter  •  Install  New  Fuel  RIter  •  Install  PCV  Valve*  •  Install  New 
Cranckcase  Filter*  •  Install  New  Oil  Filter  •  Change  Oil 
Qts.  df  Penzoil  or  Kendall  •  Check  &  Top  Off  Ruids  as 
ed  •  Transmission,  Trans  Axle,  Clutch  Hydraulic,  Differ¬ 
ential,  Power  Steering,  Cooling  System  Anti-Freeze,  Battery 
Brake  Ruids  •  Set  Carburetor  Idle  if  Required  •  Adjust  Drive 
Belts  Tension  if  Required  •  Adjust  Steering  Gear  Box  if 
Required  •  Inspect  Drive-Fan  Belts  &  Hoses  •  Inspect  & 

Adjust  Brakes*  •  Inspect  Steering  &  Suspension  •  Inspect 
Exhaust  System  •  Inspect  Under  Carriage  •  Check  &  Adjust 
Clutch  Free  Play*  •  Check  Charging  System  •  Check  Starting 
System  •  Rotate  Tires  Upon  Request*  •  Check  Tire  Pressure  • 

Check  Lights  •  Road  Test 

*  *  6-cyl,  fuel  mjection.  platinum  plugs,  4x4  extra.  Some  models  require  value  adjustments  lo  complete  service  at  extra  cost 


FAST  QUALITY  SERVICE  AT  LOW,  LOW  PRICES! 

New  State  of  the  Art  Equipment  •  1 6  Lifts  for  Fast  Service  •  We'll  Beat  Any  Competitor's  Written  Price! 


DISCOUNT 


BRAKE  &  CLUTCH 


431-3700 

740  VALENCIA  ST.  (Between  leth  &  19th,  Near  BART  i  MUNI) 
Mon.-Fri.  7:30am-7:30pm  •  Sat.  eam-7pm  _ 


“  Best  Brake  &  Clutch  in  Town  Since 


1982”  |#& 


*We  do  not  pay  our  service  writers  or  auto  technicians  commissions.  Often,  additional  parts  or  labor  may  be  needed  to  complete  repair  properly. 
Cost  may  be  substantial.  We  perform  the  highest  quality  service  at  the  lowest  possible  price.  Must  present  each  coupon  when  service 
order  is  written.  NO  EXCEPTIONS!  These  coupons  may  not  be  combined  with  any  of  our  other  offers. 


HERTH 


ESTATE 

Serving  Our 
Community  since 
1965 

555  Castro  Street  861-5200 
www.herth.com 


Front  wheel  Drive  Included 

New  Factory  Parts  for  Imports  S  Domestics  (not  rebuilt) 
FREE  Lifetime  Service  Adjustments 
GUARANTEED 

12,000  mi.  on  Labor 


Start  From 


Pressure  plate  <  Inspect  &  lubricate  cover 

Clutch  disc  •  Check  hydraulic  system 

Throw  out  bearing  •  Check  front  axle  &  drive  shaft 

Pilot  bearing  t  •  Adjust  linkage  or  cable 

,  Deglaze  flywheel  •  Check  transmission  fluid  level  — 

[_._LubncateJransmJssio_nsptaej_Road^  _ tif  aM»nJphe_el_extra___% 


Free 
Towing 
^  Area 


Certain  models.  Call  for  your  quote. 


Eureka  Acupuncture  &  Yoga  Center 

301  Eureka  St.  (at  20th),  (415)  648-2215 

total  care  for  the  mind,  body  <£  soul 

*  Bikram  Yoga  -  The  hottest  workout  in  town  with 

certified  teachers 

*  Gentle  Yoga  for  those  with  pain  or  new  to  exercise 

*  Acupuncture  &  Massage  for  chronic  pain  &  balancing 


^  JI9igLT,  •BLUTS?  ^ 

'Tts  tbe  season  often  fiUed  toith  (oneGmss,  depression,  family  difficulties, 
year-end  resets...  and  resolutions  to  make  efutnges. 

(Psyefiotfierapy,.. 

a  safe,  supportive  space  to  e(plbre  old  issues  new  paths  for  the  thlg-W  year. 

CeGa  l^seBury  LigfitfiiCC, 

MFCC  Lie.  #27326 

23rd  near  Church  (415)  23Q-1315  Affordah It  shdiny  scale 


OBJECT  IN  MIRROR  MAY  BE 
LESS  EXPENSIVE  TO  INSURE  THAN  IT  APPEARS 


AHstate 

Yot*e  in  good  hands. 


Mich3-C^  !*•  Giixei'  Yot*eing 

SlsutelnsuSce  Company 


(fax) 


7287 


642 


6569 


642 


415 


Sat 


Fri 


Mon 


30 


Open 


“Save  20%  on  your  homeowner’s  when  you  insure  your  car,  too.” 

Being  in  good  hands  is  the  only  place  to  be’." 
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Robbery  Victims  Keep 
Their  Wits  About  Them 

By  Officer  Lois  Perillo 

There  were  two  robberies  and  one  at¬ 
tempted  robbery  reported  within  my  Noe 
Valley  beat  in  October — about  the  same 
as  in  September.  But  the  first  involved  a 
disturbing  new  twist:  pepper  spray. 

On  Oct.  13,  a  few  minutes  before  2 
p.m.,  two  15-year-old  boys  approached 
another  youth  of  the  same  age  who  was 
walking  with  his  brother,  a  32-year-old 
man,  at  26th  and  Diamond  streets.  The 
two  boys  demanded  money.  When  the 
older  man  refused,  one  teen  sprayed  him 
with  pepper  spray,  then  unsuccessfully 
tried  to  spray  the  man’s  younger  brother 
before  running  away  east  on  26th  Street. 
The  Fire  Department  responded  with  para¬ 
medics  who  flushed  the  older  man’s  eyes. 

In  the  second  robbery,  on  Oct.  20,  also 
around  2  p.m.,  a  32-year-old  woman  was 
robbed  of  cash  by  a  man  who  exposed 
himself  to  her  at  the  23rd  and  Dolores 
Street  laundromat.  The  suspect  cornered 
her  between  a  clothes-folding  table  and 
the  machines.  He  told  her  he  intended  to 
find  a  job  as  a  male  stripper,  then  exposed 
himself  and  ordered  her  to  touch  him.  She 
refused,  and  the  suspect  then  demanded 
money.  To  her  great  credit,  the  woman  re¬ 
mained  calm,  gave  the  man  money,  and 
then  said,  “We’re  going  to  leave  now,’’ 
while  walking  toward  the  door.  The  sus¬ 
pect  followed,  then  ran  east  on  23rd  Street. 

Nine  days  later,  the  suspect  was  cap¬ 


Dirty  Carpets? 

WHAT  IS  THE  BEST  WAY  TO  CLEAN  YOUR 
carpet?  Are  you  confused  among 
steam,  chem-dry,  dry  powder,  shampoo, 
and  the  other  cleaning  methods?  How 
often  should  upholstery  be  cleaned? 
And  what  about  Oriental  rugs? 

"Each  type  of  fabric  and  fiber  has 
unique  characteristics,"  says  Alex 
Milgram,  owner  and  operator  of  A&G 
Rug,  Upholstery  and  Drapery  Clean¬ 
ing.  "We  employ  several  types  of  clean¬ 
ing  techniques  and  can  usually  give 
clients  an  estimate  over  the  telephone. 

"And  after  25  years  in  business,  we 
have  the  experience  to  tell  you  the 
chances  of  removing  that  nasty  stain 
before  we  start,"  he  adds. 

A&G  specializes  in  cleaning  and 
repair  of  all  types  of  area  rugs,  includ¬ 
ing  antiques,  and  can  reweave  or  re¬ 
fringe  your  favorite  pieces.  Free  pick-up 
and  delivery  are  always  included. 

If  that  carpet  becomes  uncleanable, 
A&G  can  help  you  obtain  new  carpet 
at  the  lowest  available  cost.  "We  order 
direct  from  the  mills,  and  don't  have  a 
store  overhead  to  pay,  so  we  can  pass 
on  the  savings  to  our  clients,"  says 
Milgram. 

In  draperies  and  upholstered  pieces, 
the  fabric  is  always  pretested  before 
cleaning.  "Unless  we  are  cerfain  of 
good  results,  we  will  not  take  on  any 
job.  A  100%  money-back  guarantee 
always  accompanies  our  work.  If 
you're  not  happy,  you  don't  pay." 

A&G  uses  only  safe  and  biodegrad¬ 
able  chemicals  and  offers  free  estimates, 
pick-up  and  delivery,  and  Saturday 
appointments. 

Alex  Milgram 

A&G  Company 
1-800-RUGS-911 
255-0687 

Advertisement 


tured  by  sheriff’s  deputies  after  the  wom¬ 
an  spotted  him  at  24th  and  Guerrero  and 
called  police.  The  woman  positively  iden¬ 
tified  her  assailant,  who  was  charged  with 
robbery  and  indecent  exposure.  The  19- 
year-old  man,  a  resident  of  Northridge 
Street  in  the  Bayview  District,  remains  in 
custody  pending  his  court  appearance. 

Although  all  involved  in  this  incident 
would  have  been  better  off  had  it  not  oc¬ 
curred,  I  must  commend  the  woman  for 
her  clear  thinking,  her  effective  response, 
and  her  courage  under  stress.  She  also 
wrote  an  excellent  statement.  Go,  girl! 

In  the  last  robbery  of  the  month,  an  1 1- 
year-old  boy  reported  that  on  Oct.  28  at 
7:40  a.m.,  near  24th  and  Sanchez  streets, 
he  was  robbed  of  35  cents  by  another  boy 
who  was  wearing  a  ski  mask.  The  boy 
made  the  report  from  his  home  about  five 
hours  after  the  incident,  and  could  not 
provide  details.  When  contacted  by  po¬ 
lice,  the  boy’s  father  said  he  doubted  the 
robbery  occurred.  He  indicated  that  his 
son  had  probably  made  up  the  incident 
because  he  had  cut  school  that  day. 

The  Sad  Face  of  Domestic  Violence 

On  Oct.  5  at  3:20  p.m.,  a  20-year-old 
woman  was  assaulted  by  her  22-year-old 
boyfriend  while  at  his  house  on  the  4200 
block  of  23rd  Street.  The  man  reportedly 
slammed  the  woman’s  wrist  in  the  shower 
door,  then  pushed  her  down  eight  stairs. 

When  I  responded  to  the  call,  I  found 
the  woman  outside,  being  comforted  by  a 
friend.  She  was  very  upset  and  declined 
medical  aid.  The  suspect  had  fled. 

The  woman’s  mother  arrived,  and  I  in¬ 
formed  her  of  the  resources  available  to 
victims  of  violent  crime.  Then  I  obtained 
an  emergency  protective  order  that  pro¬ 
hibited  the  suspect  from  contacting  the 
woman,  pending  a  court  hearing. 

The  following  day,  the  suspect  and  his 
father  contacted  me,  and  the  order  was 
served.  The  case  was  assigned  to  the  Do¬ 


mestic  Violence  Unit  for  follow-up. 

Four  days  later,  on  Oct.  9  at  5  a.m.,  an¬ 
other  incident  of  domestic  violence  oc¬ 
curred  just  one  block  up  23rd  Street.  The 
grown  son  of  a  56-year-old  terminally-ill 
woman  called  to  report  that  his  mother 
had  been  assaulted  by  her  51 -year-old 
live-in  boyfriend.  The  son  told  police  that 
he  was  so  convinced  of  the  ongoing  na¬ 
ture  of  the  abuse,  he  had  moved  his  moth¬ 
er  to  his  own  house. 

Officer  Russell  Gordon  located  the 
suspect  at  his  house,  seized  his  handgun, 
arrested  him  on  felony  assault  charges, 
and  served  him  with  a  restraining  order 
issued  by  Judge  Smith.  The  suspect  was 
booked  at  Mission  Station,  and  the  dis¬ 
trict  attorney  added  a  charge  of  cruelty  to¬ 
ward  a  dependent  adult.  The  suspect  was 
released  on  his  own  recognizance,  pend¬ 
ing  his  court  date. 

In  the  last  incident  on  my  watch  dur¬ 
ing  October,  a  20-year-old  woman  and 
resident  of  the  4200  block  of  24th  Street 
was  assaulted  by  her  21 -year-old  hus¬ 
band,  who  threw  her  to  the  bed,  held  her 
down,  and  hit  her  in  the  face,  in  front  of 
their  1 5-month-old  baby  and  the  woman’s 
mother.  Officer  Steve  Mulkeen  arrested 
the  man  on  assault  charges  and  served 
him  with  a  protective  order  issued  by 
Judge  Hitchens.  The  suspect  was  booked 
at  Mission  Station  and  sent  to  County  Jail, 
where  he  posted  bond  and  was  released 
pending  his  court  appearance. 

When  a  Prayer  Is  a  Crime 

A  35 -year-old  resident  of  the  400  block 
of  27th  Street,  who  was  involved  in  a  pay¬ 
ment  dispute  at  Noe  Valley  Pizza  at  7  p.m. 
Oct.  28,  was  charged  with  a  felony  after 
he  told  responding  officers  Pam  Wanek 
and  Jim  Escobar,  “I  am  praying  for  your 
early  deaths.  I  might  just  put  a  stray  bul¬ 
let  in  your  heads.’’ 

The  district  attorney  later  reduced  the 
charge  to  a  misdemeanor  and  added  two 


additional  misdemeanor  counts.  The  sus¬ 
pect  was  routed  to  County  Jail  and  re¬ 
leased  on  his  own  recognizance.  When  he 
failed  to  appear  at  his  court  date,  the  judge 
issued  a  $20,000  warrant  for  his  arrest. 

Run-in  with  Mr.  Burnt  Orange  Hair 

The  night  of  Oct.  24  was  dark  and 
windy.  At  around  7  p.m.,  as  1  rode  my  bi¬ 
cycle  west  on  24th  Street  between  Noe 
and  Castro,  I  spotted  someone  in  the 
shadows  under  the  trees  —  sprawled  all 
over  Doc  McFadden’s  geraniums.  Then 
my  headlight  shone  on  his  face:  It  was  Mr. 
Burnt  Orange  Hair. 

I’d  seen  this  guy  before,  on  Valencia 
Street  about  a  year  earlier.  He  was  just  this 
side  of  reality  and  had  been  arrested  for 
committing  a  lewd  act. 

Okay,  I  knew  I  had  to  approach  him,  so 
1  advised  my  dispatcher.  But  no  sooner 
had  I  said,  “Hi,  time  to  get  off  the  flow¬ 
ers,”  then  he  jumped  from  his  spot  and 
swung  at  me.  I  dodged  the  blow,  grabbed 
his  arm,  and  we  danced — very  ungrace¬ 
fully.  (My  ballet  teacher  would  have  been 
appalled.) 

I  called  over  the  radio  for  backup  units 
and  tried  my  best  to  verbally  calm  this  guy, 
who  was  repeatedly  yelling,  “I  didn’t  do 
nothing!”  Finally,  I  persuaded  him  to  sit 
down  on  Small  Frys’  bench,  where  he 
stayed  only  a  short  time  before  leaping  up 
and  taking  another  swing  at  me. 

At  that  point,  two  passersby  assisted 
me  by  blocking  Mr.  Burnt  Orange  Hair’s 
path.  Kudos  to  my  junior  deputies.  Mo¬ 
ments  later,  backup  units  arrived  with 
sirens  and  lights  flashing.  I  find  it  truly 
amazing  how  the  sight  of  multiple  offi¬ 
cers  can  bring  about  compliance  from 
even  the  most  irrational,  combative  person. 

Mr.  Burnt  Orange  Hair,  after  assaulting 
one  other  officer,  was  cuffed  without  fur¬ 
ther  struggle. 

Continued  on  Next  Page 


Shoes  for  the  Shoeless 

December  Only 

We  are  proudly  participating  in  the  Shoe 
Service  Institute  of  America’s  Shoes  for  the 
Shoeless  program  —  a  nationwide  effort  to  get 
unwanted  but  wearable  footwear  out  of 
America’s  closets  and  onto  the  feet  of  those 
who  need  them. 

The  Shoes  for  the  Shoeless  program  started 
last  year  as  a  way  for  shoe  repair  shops 
nationwide  to  do  something  productive  with 
shoes  that  had  been  dropped  off  for  repair  but 
never  picked  up.  We  were  very  successful  as 
we  collected  thousands  of  pairs  of  shoes  to 
help  disaster  victims,  the  homeless  and  others 
in  need. 

In  fact,  the  Shoes  for  the  Shoeless  program 
was  so  successful  that  the  American  Society 
of  Association  Executives  presented  SSIA 
with  an  Associations  Advance  America  Award 
of  Excellence  for  its  contribution  to  the 
community. 

This  year,  we  have  expanded  the  program 
to  reach  out  to  the  public.  We  have  combined 
forces  with  a  branch  of  the  American  Red  Cross 
to  create  a  nationwide  collection  and  distribu¬ 
tion  network. 

If  you  have  wearable  shoes  that  are 
gathering  dust  in  your  closet  —  last  year’s  style, 
size  or  color  —  please  bring  them  to  our  store. 
We  will  put  the  shoes  back  in  service  and 
someone  who  might  otherwise  have  to  spend 
the  winter  without  a  pair  of  shoes  will  benefit 
from  your  generosity.  Thank  you. 


THE 

WOODEN 

HEEL 


THE  WOODEN  HEEL 

4071  24th  St.  SF  CA  94114 

Hours:  Mon-Fri  9  am-7  pm 
Saturday  9  am-5  pm 

824-9399 
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POLICE 

BEAT 


Continued  from  Previous  Page 

As  for  the  comment  made  by  an  on¬ 
looker — “How  many  of  you  does  it  take 
to  arrest  one  man?” — which  implied  that 
the  SFPD  was  overreacting,  my  response 
is:  Does  it  really  matter?  If  a  combative 
subject  will  stop  resisting  merely  because 
he  can  see  that  he  is  outnumbered,  why 
take  issue  with  the  use  of  backup?  Those 
blaring  sirens  may  have  offended  some 
people,  but  they  were  music  to  my  ears. 

The  suspect  was  charged  with  misde¬ 
meanor  assault  and  released  on  his  own 
recognizance.  But  he  failed  to  make  his 
November  court  date,  and  a  bench  war¬ 
rant  was  issued.  In  addition,  on  Nov.  18, 
the  suspect  was  again  brought  to  Mission 
Station.  This  time,  he  was  accused  of 
threatening  people  with  a  fake  gun,  on 
Castro  near  19th  Street. 

Currently  he  is  in  jail,  where  his  burnt 
orange  hair,  appropriately  enough, 
matches  his  all-orange  attire. 

Two  ‘Dispos’  on  Year-Old  Cases 

After  a  year  of  court  wrangling,  the  52- 
year-old  cab  driver  accused  of  the  at¬ 
tempted  murder  of  two  men  outside  the 
Dubliner  bar  in  October  1996  pled  guilty 
to  assault  with  a  deadly  weapon.  He  was 
sentenced  to  six  days  in  jail,  three  years 
of  probation,  and  a  stay-away  order  pro¬ 
hibiting  him  from  approaching  the  tar¬ 
geted  men. 

The  36-year-old  woman  and  resident 
of  the  4200  block  of  23rd  Street  who  as¬ 
saulted  her  family  members  in  November 
1996  and  who  had  an  underlying  sub¬ 
stance  abuse  problem,  successfully  com¬ 


pleted  diversion  and  counseling,  and  all 
charges  were  dismissed.  Congratulations! 

Reunion  in  Texas 

I  am  back  from  my  week-long  training 
conference  in  Dallas,  sponsored  by  the 
International  Association  of  Women  Po¬ 
lice,  This  year’s  classes  were  especially 
dynamic,  covering  such  topics  as  profil¬ 
ing  subjects,  court  testimony,  and  re¬ 
sponse  to  terrorist  acts. 

More  than  750  women  attended  from 
around  the  world.  I  renewed  bonds  with 
my  friends  from  England,  Canada,  and  al¬ 
most  all  the  states.  I  roomed  with  a  good 
buddy  who  works  to  unseat  organized 
crime  in  Russia. 

Unfortunately,  the  hotel  was  pretty  far 
removed  from  everything,  except  a  health 
club,  where  I  swam  away  stress  instead 
of  bicycling.  But  I  did  get  into  downtown 
Dallas  to  visit  the  Sixth  Floor  Museurn 
housed  within  the  former  Texas  Book  De¬ 
pository  —  the  alleged  site  used  by  Lee 
Harvey  Oswald  to  gun  down  J.F.K.  The 
museum  presented  a  comprehensive  mul¬ 
timedia  exhibit.  After  one  film,  I  was  hard 
pressed  to  exit  with  dry  eyes.  Next  year’s 
conference  will  be  in  Anchorage,  Alaska. 

As  the  winter  solstice  approaches,  let’s 
watch  out  for  one  another.  Be  safe  and  I’ll 
see  you  on  patrol.  Happy  1998!  □ 

San  Francisco  Police  Officer  Lois  Perillo 
covers  her  Noe  Valley  beat  by  foot  and  by 
bicycle.  Pier  tmf  extends  from  list  Street 
south  to  Cesar  Chavez,  and  from  Valen¬ 
cia  west  to  Grand  View.  If  you  would  like 
to  report  a  problem,  call  558-5404.  (For 
emergencies,  dial  9II .)  Or  to  file  a  police 
report,  stop  by  Mission  Police  Station  at 
630  Valencia  St.  near  1 7th. 


Jewish  Prayer 
And  Social 
Action  Meet  at 
The  Ministry 

By  Loren  J.  Bialik 

Where  can  you  find  a  Jewish  temple  in 
Noe  Valley?  At  the  Ministry... of  course. 

Last  year  Rabbi  Michael  Lemer,  editor 
of  the  well-known  liberal-progressive 
magazine  Tikkun,  organized  a  new  con¬ 
gregation  called  Beyt  Tikkun  (House  of 
Healing  and  Transformation).  The  group 
started  holding  services  at  the  Noe  Valley 
Ministry  Presbyterian  Church,  1021 
Sanchez  St.,  in  the  fall  of  1996. 

“We  chose  Noe  Valley,”  says  Rabbi 
Lemer,  “because  it  has  a  special  feeling. 
It’s  a  village  in  the  midst  of  a  city,  a  place 
open  to  progressive  ideas. 

“Beyt  Tikkun  is  part  of  the  Jewish  re¬ 
newal  movement,”  Lemer  adds.  “We  are 
attempting  to  return  to  the  deepest  spiri¬ 
tual  roots  of  Jewish  tradition  and  embody 
Jewish  ethical  values.” 

Inherent  in  those  values  is  a  belief  that 
every  person  is  responsible  for  healing 
the  wounds  of  the  world.  The  congrega¬ 


Come  visit  us  in  the 
middle  of  the  night  at 
www.noevalleyvoice.com. 
This  month’s  Class  Ads 
and  the  top  news  stories 
and  columns  are  posted 
on  our  lovely  web  site. 


tion  is  committed  to  fighting  poverty, 
homelessness,  and  unemployment. 

“A  central  tenet  of  Judaism  is  to  heal 
the  world,”  says  Jyl  Safier,  coordinator  of 
Beyt  Tikkun.  “Part  of  our  religion  is  a  be¬ 
lief  in  social  justice  and  bringing  God  into 
the  world  through  social  action.  Many  of 
us  didn’t  get  that  in  our  Jewish  education. 
People  come  to  our  services  and  say,  ‘This 
is  the  Judaism  I’ve  been  searching  for.’” 

Last  month,  at  a  typical  Friday-night 
service,  60  people — Jews  and  some  non- 
Jews — gathered  in  the  Ministry  sanctu¬ 
ary  to  study  Torah  (the  first  five  books  of 
the  Bible).  Lemer  read  from  the  Midrash, 
rabbinical  commentaries  on  the  Torah. 
Congregants  asked  questions  and  re¬ 
flected  in  a  free  flow  of  ideas. 

Sabbath  services  followed.  Enthusias¬ 
tic  singing  and  dancing  took  the  congre¬ 
gants  out  into  the  street  to  pray  under  the 
stars.  Rabbi  Lemer  used  melodies  from 
both  Ashkenazic  and  Sephardic  traditions 
of  Judaism. 

After  services,  the  group  shared  a  veg¬ 
etarian  potluck.  Most  people  left  after 
dinner,  but  a  dozen  or  so  stayed  to  study 
Torah  and  chant  grace  after  the  meal. 

Lemer  welcomes  everyone  to  services, 
Jews  and  non-Jews  alike.  “We  want  to  es¬ 
pecially  invite  those  who  feel  disenfran¬ 
chised,  including  gays  and  lesbians,  con¬ 
verts,  and  intermarried  couples.” 

Services  are  held  at  the  Noe  Valley 
Ministry  the  second  Friday  of  the  month 
at  6:30  p.m.  Because  the  Ministry  is  not 
wheelchair-accessible,  other  services  are 
held  at  the  Jewish  Community  Center  at 
3200  California  St.  Services  generally 
end  with  a  potluck  vegetarian  dinner. 

On  Dec.  26  at  6:30  p.m.,  Beyt  Tikkun 
will  hold  a  Hanukkah  party  at  St.  Gre¬ 
gory’s  Church  at  500  DeHaro  St.  There 
will  be  services,  games,  and  a  retelling  of 
the  Hanukkah  story,  for  both  children  and 
adults.  For  a  schedule  of  other  events, 
contact  Beyt  Tikkun  at  575- 1 200.  □ 


Fish  Bros.  M  Crystal  Geyser 

Sliced  Lox  $4.39  ^  Juice  Squeeze  999 

3oz.-reg5.39  aU  flavors 


San  Genaro 

Organic  Polenta 

$2.25 


¥ 


all  varieties 
24  oz.  -reg  2.99 


23.9  oz.  -reg  1.45 


Kettle  Chips 
Little  Dipper 
Tortilla  Chips 

8  OZ.  -reg  1.89 


$1.36 


Ghiradelli 

Chocolate  Bars 

all  flavors 
3  oz.  -reg  1.89 

$1.25 


Strech  Island 
Fruit  Leather 

all  flavors 

4/$1 

Organic  •  3/$l 

Lindt 

Chocolate  Balls  4/$  1 

all  varieties 

Frookie 

Shortbread  Cookies  $1.99 

7  oz.  -reg  2.69 

Sale  Prices  effective 
December  5  -  28,  1997 


Toys  for  Tots 

Please  donate  a  new 
unwrapped  toy  for 
the  Toys  for  Tots  program 
sponsored  by  the 
San  Francisco  Fire  Dept. 
Donation  Bins  at  your  favorite 
Good  Life  Store 


Muir  Glen 
Organic  Salsas 

all  varieties 
16  oz.  -reg  2.99 


$1.99 


Santa  Cruz  Organics 

^  Organic  Cranberry  Nectar 

32  oz.  -reg  3.29 

$2.35 


Red  Oval 

Stoned  Wheat  Thins  $1.99 

10.6  oz.  -reg  2.79 


Shady  Maple 

Pure  Maple  Syrup 

Grade  A  -12  oz.  -reg  6.99 

$5.99 


Leroux  Creek 
Golden  Apple  Sauce 

pesticide  free 

24  oz.  -reg  2.69  $2.15 


Annie's 

Salad  Dressings 

all  varieties  J  V 

8  oz.  -reg  3.19 


For  Peace  &  Justice 
On  Earth 

Merry  Christmas 
Happy  Hanukkah 

from  the  staff  of 

The  Good  Life  Grocery: 

Bong-Hee,  Sue,  Colleen, 
Jesus,  John,  Amelia, 
Rhandy,  Ana,  Will, 
Stephanie,  Angie,  Linda, 
Jarel,  Kris,  Richard,  Tyrone, 
Thanh,  Elicia,  Jennifer,  Lisa, 
Kayren  &  Lester 


Free  Parking 

Across  the  Street 

In  our  Very  Own 

Parking  Lot ! 

Store  Hours 


Monday  -  Saturday 
9:00  am  -  8:00  pm 
Sundays 

10:00  am  -  6:00  pm 


$1.99 


cdSo  LIFE  grocery’^IS 


448  Cortland  Avenue  •  Bernal  Heights  •  San  Francisco  •  94110 
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MIKEYTOM 

MARKET 

Fresh  Organic  Produce 
Fabulous  Flowers 
Delicious  Deli  Fare 


Great 

Groceries 

and 

Holiday 

Fixin’s 


1747 CHURCH  STREET,  $AN  FRANCISCO,  CA  94131 

(415)  826.  5757 »  FAX:  (415)  695.  7932 
EMAIL:  MIKEYTOM  @ WO RLDNET.ATT.NET 
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I? 


The  gift  book  of  the  season! 
I  Have  a  Dream 

M^artin  Luther  Kings  great  speech 
has  been  illustrated  by  1 5  award' 
winning  childrens  book  artists, 
to  make  a  wonderful  gift 
for  child  or  adult 
Come  in  and  get  your  copy  today! 

jT 


bodcgellaS 
3910  -  24th  Street  ♦  San  Francisco 
415/282-8080 


•  Foreign  Films  •  Music  Videos 

•  Blank  Tapes  •  UFO  Documentaries 

•Adult  Films 

J  Check  out  our  monthly  990  Rental  Specials 

PsEE  HITS  THIS  HOLIDAY  SEASON  LIKE: 

■  •  Airbud  •  Con  Air  •  Conspiracy  Theory  • 

■  •  Spawn:  The  Movie  •  Wedding  Bell  Blues  • 

B  •  •  Till  There  Was  You  •  Contact  •  1 87  • 

J  •  Speed  2  •  Out  To  Sea  • 


PICK-UP  OR  DELIVERY  ONLY 


i  $3  OFF  ANY  EXTRA  LARGE  ! 

j  COMBO  PIZZA  ! 

I  With  3  or  More  Toppings  | 

I  Please  mention  ad  when  ordering  •  With  this  coupon  j 

I - - 


PICK-UP  OR  DELIVERY  ONLY 


PIZZA  RESTAURANT 

3881  24th  Street 

(between  Sanchez  &  Vicksburg) 

Open  11:30  am  Daily 
7  Days  a  week 


$2  OFF  ANY  LARGE  ! 

I  COMBO  PIZZA  ! 

I  With  3  or  More  Toppings  [ 

[  Please  mention  ad  when  ordering  •  With  this  coupon  j 

I - 1 


DINE-IN  ONLY 


$5  OFF  COMPLETE  DINNERS 
FOR  TWO 

Including  Soup  and  Salad 

Applies  to  every  two  members  of  your  party 
Coupons  cannot  be  combined  •  With  this  coupon 


Chef’s  New  Dinner  Specials 

A  LA  CARTE 

DINNER 

Calimari  Steak 

Breaded,  in  Lemon  and  Butter, 

Served  with  Rice  and  Vegetables 

10.95 

13.45 

Linguini  With  Bay  Shrimp 

In  Garlic  Cream  Sauce  with  Diced  Tomatoes 

8.95 

11.45 

Marinated  Pork  Chops 

Grilled,  Centercut,  Served  with  Garlic,  Mashed 
Potatoes  and  Glazed  Rosemary  Carrots 

9.95 

12.45 

Polenta  Primavera 

With  Meat  or  Marinara  Sauce,  With  Grilled 

Eggplant,  Zucchini,  and  Red  Peppers 

6.95 

Spicy  Buffalo  Wings 

With  Ranch  or  Blue  Cheese  Dip 

5.95 

Breaded  Calimari  Rings 

With  Tartar  Sauce 

5.95 

Snapper  Filet  Vera  Cruz 

Sauteed  with  Red  Bell  Peppers,  Onions,  Capers  and 
Olives  in  a  Tomato  Sauce  with  Rice  and  Vegetables 

10.75 

13.25 

Pasta  Special  Penne  Rigattte 

With  Grilled  Chicken,  Broccoli  and  Zucchini, 
in  a  Lemon  Cream  Sauce 

8.95 

11.45 

OETONE 

FREE/ 


)elicious  Brownie  with 
Ben  5?  Jerry’s  Ice  Cream 
or  Frozen  Yogurt,  Hot  Fudge 
&  Fresh  Whipped  Cream. 


BEK&JERRYIS 

VERMONT’S  FINEST  •  ICE  CREAM  FROZEN  YOGURT:. 

451  Castro  St.  ^ 

San  Francisco  •  252-8181  @ 

Offer  valid  only  with  coupon.  Expires  12/31/97.  One  coupon  per  customer. 
Ben  &?  Jerry’s  Ca.stro  is  owned  by  Juma  Ventures,  a  SF  non-profit  which  provides 
[^employment  fr  training  for  youth.  100%  of  all  profits  fund  youth  employment  programs. 
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Cheap  Gifts! 
10  Under  $10 
In  Downtown 
Noe  Valley 

By  Dodie  Hamblen 

We  know  you’re  not  Scrooge,  but  there 
is  a  limit  to  how  much  you  will  spend  on 
holiday  gifts.  So  we  at  the  Voice  decided 
to  scout  out  10  unique  —  or  just  plain 
wonderful  —  presents  in  Noe  Valley,  all 
under  $10.  Here’s  what  we  found: 


Glen  Park  resident  Zak  Clark  studies  the 
trajectory  of  the  Vortex  Jr.,  available  at  The 
Ark  toy  shop.  Photos  by  Najib  Joe  Hakim 

1.  A  Puffy  Projectile.  There  were  so 
many  pairs  of  stuffed  animals  to  choose 
from  at  The  Ark  toy  shop  at  3845  24th  St. 
(near  Vicksburg)  that  we  threw  up  our 
hands  and  caught  the  Vortex  Jr.,  a  flying 
foam  football  with  fins  for  $7.95.  Says 
store  owner  Pam  Byars,  “It  has  great  play 
value,  and  it  goes  a  long  way.  It  should  be 
very  popular  at  Douglass  Park.”  The  Ark 
is  also  brimming  with  stocking  stuffers 
that  cost  only  a  dollar  or  two  (such  as  the 
little  furry  mice  and  porcupines  one  Voice 
editor  found  irresistible). 

2.  New  Age  Bubbleology.  The  Bub- 
bleology  Aromatherapy  Bubbles  over  at 
Just  for  Fun,  3982  24th  St.,  promise  to  be 
the  mood-altering  substance  of  the  sea¬ 
son.  The  big  bottle  of  bubbles,  selling  for 
$9.95,  comes  with  a  wand  just  like  kids’ 
bubbles.  Blow  them  around,  and  wait  for 
the  attitude  adjustment.  There’s  a  scent 
for  whatever  atmosphere  you  want  to  cre¬ 
ate:  Bedtime  Bubbles,  Happy  Bubbles, 
Executive  Bubbles,  Save  the  World  Bub¬ 
bles,  and  Feel  Better  Bubbles.  “These  are 
great,”  says  Just  for  Fun’s  Penelope  Flury. 
“We  tried  them  out  here  in  the  store,  and 
everybody  loved  them.” 

3.  Lessons  in  Smooching.  If  you’re 
having  trouble  finding  something  for  that 
special  or  want-to-be-special  man  in  your 
life,  a  guide  to  The  An  of  Kissing  might 
be  just  the  thing.  A  steal  at  $3,  this  pa¬ 
perback  reproduction  of  a  1936  classic  is 
full  of  suggestions  to  men  for  setting  the 
mood,  and  making  the  move.  (The  guy  al¬ 
ways  takes  the  lead,  right?)  It’s  sold  at  17 
Reasons,  the  artsy  gift  shop  across  from 
Bell  Market  (3961  24th  St.). 

4.  Team  Trading  Cards.  Sports  fans 
of  all  ages  and  genders  will  want  to  own 
the  premier  edition  of  the  WNBA’s 
Women’s  Basketball  Team  Cards,  pack¬ 
aged  in  a  collectable  can  for  $3.25.  They 
can  be  found  at  Noe  Valley  Sports  Cards, 
the  neighborhood’s  outlet  for  profes¬ 
sional  sports  trading  cards  (and  vintage 
jewelry  at  Alley  Cat  Jewels)  at  the  comer 
of  Church  and  Duncan  streets.  “Cards  for 
Jerry  Rice,  Ken  Griffey  Jr.,  and  Michael 
Jordan,  and  packets  of  49er  team  sets  are 
usually  our  biggest  sellers,”  says  shop 
owner  Herb  Lilly,  “but  this  is  the  first  year 
they’ve  made  these  women’s  basketball 
cards,  so  they  are  very  popular.” 

5.  Juego  de  Loteria.  Is  there  a  game 
freak  or  someone  planning  a  trip  to  Mex¬ 
ico  on  your  list?  Adults  and  kids  alike  will 
be  delighted  with  Mexican  Bingo,  Juego 
de  Loteria,  sold  at  La  Sirena  Botanica, 
1509  Church  St.  at  27th  Street.  With  its 


brightly  colored  cards  depicting  La  Luna, 
El  Corazon,  La  Rosa,  and  La  Sirena  (the 
mermaid  inspiration  for  the  store’s 
name),  “Mexican  Bingo  is  a  great  way  to 
learn  Spanish,”  says  store  owner  Petra 
Martinez.  At  $3.75  for  the  small  set  and 
$4.75  for  the  large,  this  game  is  one  of  the 
best  deals  around. 


Even  dogs  who  can’t  read,  like  9-year-old 
Boychik,  will  drool  over  the  Pet  Placemat 
($6.95)  from  Panetti’s. 


6.  A  Table  Setting  for  Your  Best 
Friend.  No  dog  likes  to  leave  a  messy 
dinner  plate,  so  the  $6.95  Pet  Placemat  at 
Panetti’s,  3927  24th  St.,  is  a  thoughtful 
gift  for  both  pets  and  owners.  This  oval¬ 
shaped  mat,  made  of  recycled  mbber,  also 
has  “Good  Dog”  and  other  admonitions 
printed  on  it  in  bright  red  and  black,  for 
easy  mealtime  reading.  Marjory  Panetti 
says  cat  owners  need  not  feel  deprived — 
the  “Meow”  mats  are  already  on  order. 

7.  Alien  Nation.  Fans  of  the  X-Files 
will  be  transfixed  by  the  Bendy  Alien,  a 
five-inch  figure  from  outer  space  whose 
eyes  glow  in  the  dark  and  whose  body 
bends  for  easy  entry  into  our  homes,  our 
cars,  our  purses,  everywhere....  The  Alien 
sells  for  $2.95  at  Star  Magic,  4026  24th 
St.  near  Castro.  Assistant  store  manager 
Corinn  Argo  says  Bendy  has  universal 
appeal.  “We  sell  a  lot  of  these.  They’re 
fun  and  inexpensive.” 


The  Bendy  Alien  ($2.95)  has  his  head  in  the 
stars  at  Star  Magic  on  24th  Street. 


8.  Art  Frames  in  Paper.  Paper  Fold- 
frames  are  beautiful  lightweight  photo 
frames  made  of  recycled  paper,  in  rich 
shades  of  gold,  blue,  silvery-black,  or  red. 
They  can  be  assembled  in  a  few  quick 
folds,  and  are  found  at  Out  of  Hand,  1 303 
Castro  St.  near  24th.  A  variety  of  sizes  are 
available,  and  prices  range  from  $6  to 
$9.50.  “[These  are]  great  for  the  holidays 
because  they  can  be  easily  mailed.  They 
also  make  a  nice  teacher’s  present,”  says 
store  owner  Karla  Clement. 

9.  Lotions  to  Order.  How  about  a  bot¬ 
tle  of  custom-designed  body  lotion? 
Common  Scents,  at  3920  24th  St.  near 
Sanchez,  lets  you  choose  from  an  array  of 
50  scented  oils  to  create  a  truly  personal 
gift.  Scents  include  amber,  lavender, 
ylang-ylang,  sage,  orange,  and  vanilla, 
and  can  be  added  to  unscented  products 
in  any  combination  you  choose.  “Every¬ 
body  wants  to  mix  their  own  scent,”  says 
store  owner  Linda  Ramey.  But  if  you 
can’t  decide,  the  staff  is  happy  to  make 
suggestions  (lavender/sage  and  vanilla/ 


You’ll  be  in  at  the  Be-In  with  a  $5  beaded 
choker  from  Global  Exchange. 


irestyle 


RAPS 


Do  your  „ 

for  $3.95 

Freestyle  means  jou  get  a 

Custom-made  Wrap 

(joupick  tlie  ingredients) 

at  a  fabulous  price! 

NOE  VALLEY 

4042  24tli  Street 

821-9333 


A  FUN  PLACE  TO  VISIT 


fine  arts  and  crafts  from 
Morocco,  Mexico,  India 
&  other  far  away  places, 
handmade  carpets  from 
Afghanistan, 
hand  woven  fabrics  from 
Guatemala. 

antique  and  new  furniture. 

All  our  pieces  are  carefully  selected 
to  insure  quality  and  craftsmanship. 
They  are  colorful,  unique  and  fun. 

746  Diamond  /  24th  St. 
643-0980  open  daily 


amber  are  among  the  favorites).  Shower 
gel,  bubble  bath,  and  massage  oil  are  also 
available  for  custom-scenting.  Prices  are 
$5  for  an  8-ounce  bottle,  or  $9  for  a  16- 
ounce  bottle. 

10.  Your  Basic  Love  Beads.  Beaded 
daisy-chain  chokers  and  necklaces,  like 
those  worn  in  the  ’60s,  make  a  groovy  gift 
for  people  of  all  ages.  They  come  in  an 
abundance  of  colors — blue,  red,  yellow, 
black,  white,  and  green — and  cost  $3  to 
$6.50.  You  can  find  them  at  Global  Ex¬ 
change,  the  fair  trade  crafts  store  at  3900 
24th  St.  near  the  comer  of  Sanchez. 
“They’re  made  by  the  Otomi  Indians  in  a 
small  village  in  Mexico,”  says  store  man¬ 
ager  Joan  Goldberg.  “They’re  very  big 
right  now.  Everybody  loves  them.”  □ 


BOS  A  Castro 
San  Francisco  .  CA  94114 

415/2S5'4614 


22  The  Noe  Valley  Voice  •  December  1997  /  January  1998 


fresh  roasted  coffee 


cafS© 

Fine  Coffees 

Teas  •  Desserts 

M-F6:30am-7:30pm  jT 

Sun.  8am-6pm 

415  337  9660 

2885  Diamond 

Near  Glen 

Park  BART  'v-: 

TECHNOCRACY  INC. 

Presents  a  Current  Events  Discussion  on 

Youth  Crime  upf  •  True  Employment  Down/ 

Poverty  Kampant/  •  Environment  Deteriorating/ 

Main  Focus:  Our  Social  Structure  is 

Obsolete 

FREE  ADMISSION 

Noe  Valley  Library  •  451  Jersey  St. 
December  6th  •  2:00  pm 

pif 

MOPTIC 

Vintage  •  Gifts  •  Gallery 

Wednesday-Friday  1-7 
Saturday-Sunday  12-6 

74  Wilder  415-584-5636 

Near  the  Glen  Park  BART 

Between  Chenery  &  Bosworth 

^sychotlierapii 

Individual  &  Couples 
Counseling 

Adults  -  Children  -  Teens 

He%>  wHh  anxiety  depression, 

stress  reductkML 

Improve  Commiaiication 

18  years  experience 

Noe  Valley  Office 

Lori  Feldman,  LCSW 

415-709-2799 

LCS  9406 

St.  Philip's 

Church 

Diamond  &  Elizabeth  Streets 

(j/irisf/nas  (Sae^ 

Confessions,  3:30  -  4:30  pm 

Family  Mass  at  5:00  pm”^  and  Midnight 

GAn  '&tmas  Q)o^ 

Masses:  Same  as  on  Sunday:  7:30, 8:45,  and  10:00  am; 

11:15  AM  in  Spanish,  and  12:15  pm 

•Fulfills  the  following  day's  obligation 

&(>f?ze'  GAy^t/nas/ 

Gh*  ^ame&  ^cuhsA 

a  community  uniting  para  el  siglo  21 

1086  Guerrero  Street 
(415)  824-4232 

We  welcome  you 
to  be  with  us 
at  Christmas 
and  throughout  the  year. 

SCHEDULE  OF  SERVICES: 

Christmas  Eve: 

Children’s  Liturgy  5:00  pm 

Misa  en  Espanol  9:00  pm 
Midnight  Mass  12:00  am 

Christmas  Day: 

Mass  in  English  at  9  am 
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HOLY 

INNOCENTS 

EPISCOPAL 

CHURCH 


The  Annual  Do-It-Yourself,  Everyone  Participate, 
Neighborhood  Christmas  Pageant  Wednesday,  December  1 7  at  6:00  pm 

CHRISTMAS  EVE,  Wednesday,  December  24  FAMILY  SERVICE  at  5:00  pm 
A  shorter  service  for  families  and  children. 

Santa  Claus  (St.Nicholas)  will  arrive  with  a  special  treat! 


FESTIVAL  EUCHARIST  at  11:00  pm 

The  formal  service  of  Christmas.  Carols  by  the  Choir  of  Holy  Innocents  10:30  pm 


CHRISTMAS  DAY,  Thursday,  December  25 
Eucharist  with  Carols  at  10:00  am 

455  Fair  Oaks  Street,  San  Francisco,  Ca  94110  415-824-5142 


Theme: 

The 

Desert 

Shall 

Bloom 


All  services  in 
upper  hail 


NOE  VALLEY  MINISTRY 

Presbyterian  Church,  USA 

1 02 1  Sanchez  Street  at  23rd  Street  282-23 1 7 

Learning  Together:  9:30  -  10:15  am. 

Sunday  Worship:  10:30  a.m.  Childcare  provided 

Advent  Communion 
Sunday,  December  7  at  10:30  a.m. 

Taize  Service 

■  Sunday,  December  14  at  7  p.m. 

Carol  Singing  &  Tree  Trimming 
Friday,  December  1 9  at  6  p.m. 

Worship  Followed  by  Hanging  of  the  Greens 
Sunday,  December  21  at  10:30  a.m. 

CHRISTMAS  EVE  Candlelight  Service 
Wednesday,  December  z4  at  7  p.m. 

CHRISTMAS  DAY  Communion 
Thursday,  December  25  at  10  a.m. 

NEW  YEAR'S  EVE  Prayer  Service 
Wednesday,  December  3 1  at  7  p.m. 


St.  Agnes  invites  you  to 
“Come  Home  for  Christmas” 

/esuit  Fathers 

We  the  people  of  St.  Agnes  are  an  urban  community,  rich  in  diversity  of  young 
and  old,  straight  and  gay,  married,  single,  and  divorced;  we  speak  many 
languages  and  come  from  different  lands.  We  are  a  rainbow  of  colors. 

Yet  we  stand  united  in  our  shared  faith. 

If  you  are  an  inactive  Catholic,  searching  for  a  relationship  with  our  God,  or 
have  been  hurt  in  the  name  of  Christ  in  the  past,  “come  and  see” 
how  we  worship  together  and  strive  to  live  the  Gospel  call 
to  love  in  our  daily  lives. 

1025  Masonic  Avenue 

Between  Page  and  Oak  Streets 
San  Francisco,  Ca  94117-2010 

415-487-8560 

Advent  Reconcilitation  Service 
Tuesday,  December  16  -  7:30  pm 

Birth  of  The  Lord  (Christmas)  Children’s  Mass 
Children’s  Choir 

Wednesday,  December  24  -  5:00  pm 

Birth  of  The  Lord  (Christmas  Celebration) 

Carols  with  Choir  and  Brass 
Wednesday,  December  24  -  10:00  pm 

Birth  of  the  Lord  (Christmas  Day) 

Thursday,  December  25  -  8:30  am  and  10:00  am 

No  6:00  pm  Mass 

Parking  at  Oak  St.  Church  parking  lots. 

Additional  parking  at  John  Adams  Community  Center  - 
Masonic  Ave.  at  Hayes  St.  -  2.5  blocks  from  the  Church 


1 

1  flieFe  1 
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December  Calendar  of  Events 


Golden  Gate 


Metropolitan  Community  Church 


1508  Church  St., 

San  Francisco,  CA  94131 

415-642-0294 

email;  ggmcc@ricochet.net 

Sunday  Worship  10:30  am 
Children’s  Church  10:30  am 


•Wed.  10th  Advent  Vespers  at  7:00  pm 
•Sat.  13th  Holiday  Craft  Faire  All  Day 
For  kids  of  all  ages.  Homemade  crafts, 
personalized  ornaments,  photos  with  Santa, 
T-shirt  and  face  painting.  Gift  wrapping 
available  for  Hanukkah,  Christmas,  Solstice. 
•Fri.  19th  Christmas  Caroling  Cruise 
•Wed.  24th  Christmas  Eve  Celebration 
7:00  pm  Lessons  and  Carols 
•Thurs.  25th  Christmas  Celebration 
and  Potluck  Lunch  10:30  am 


Saint  Paul’s  Parish 

Christmas  Schedule  1997 

SX.  Paul’s  Parish  Community  warmly  invites 
you  and  your  family  and  friends  to  share 
with  us  the  love  that  is  Christmas. 


Communal  Reconciliation  Services 
with  individual  confession  and  absolution: 

Wednesday,  December  17,  7:00  pm  (Bi-lingual) 

Individual  Confession:  Christmas  Eve 

Wednesday,  December  24,  3:30  -  4:30  pm 


Cfie  jBellg  of  the  ^cagon! 


Novetnber  30: 
December  7: 
December  14: 
December  2 1 : 


Door  Bells:  The  Bells  of  Connection 
Salvation  Army  Bells:  The  Bells  of  Justice 
Sleigh  Bells:  The  Bells  of  Joy 
Church  Bells:  The  Bells  of  Faith 
.Ml  at  1 1  am 


Ctirigtmgg  €be: 


5pm:  A  service  of  wonder  for  the  Child  in  all  of  us 

1  1  pm:  TraditioneU  Candlelight  Service 


Cfirigtmag  Bap  Cclcbratton  anb  Hunch:  Uam 


Bethany  United  Methodist  Church  *  1268  Sanchez  @  Clipper 
The  Rev.  Karen  P.  Oliveto,  pastor  Phone/fax:  647-8393 


Christmas  Masses:  Christmas  Eve, 

Wednesday,  December  24 
5:00  pm  (Family  and  Children,  English) 

8:00  pm  (English) 

11:30  pm  (Christmas  Concert) 

12:00  Midnight  (Bi-lingual) 

Christmas  Day  Masses,  Thursday,  December  25 

8:00  am  (English),  9:15  am  (English),  10:45  pm  (Bi-lingual) 

New  Year’s  Day:  Wednesday,  January  1, 1997 

9:15  am  (English),  10:45  am  (Spanish) 

221  Valley  Street,  San  Francisco,  CA  94131  •  415-648-7538 


HOME  &  GARDEN 
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24th  ft. 
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(CCH€€/€ 

OeleWate  tnc  Season 

oo  J  Friends  Sd  Fine 

We  offer  a  wide  variety  of  quality  gourmet  foods 
to  grace  your  Holiday  table. 

Over  5^0  Cheeses*  Fine  Wines 
Pa+esfrom  Li+tle Pigs Fabri<?ueDe lice Pi QueNiQue 
Prosciu+Fo  di  Parma Acme  Breads 


LET  US  HELP  YOU  WITH  YOUR  HOLIDAY  PLANS 

We  make  party  trays,  bread  gift  baskets, 
and  special  Holiday  baskets  to  order. 

ORDER  AHEAD  •  WE  SHIP  GIFT  PACKAGES  ALL  OVER  THE  U.S.A. 

One  of  the  oldest  and  best  gourmet  establishments  in  San  Francisco 

OPEN  MONDAY  TO  FRIDAY  1 0  AM  TO  7  PM  SATURDAYS  10-6  •  SUNDAYS  10-5 

d4'5anclnez.*5an  Francisco*  41^-821-66)8 


San/a  G/c 


aus  IS 
^own 


CHRISTOPHER  RADKO  ORNAMENTS 

Jrames  vases  iableware  ornaments 
lamps  candles  soaps  c/ocAs  wrougAi  iron 
gifts  for  gardeners  topiaries 


3775  24(fc  Street  San  Francisco,  CA  941 14  •((5-282-3330  ^ 

M-F  II  (0  7#  Sat  10  to  e/ffSun  12  to  5 


••  *4 


# 
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vmi 

on  the  range™ 


Nutritious  Contemporary  Home  Cooking 

•  •  •  Delivered!  •  •  • 

PHONE  FOR  A  NEW  MENU: 
333-1787 


f 


t 
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» 


f 
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f 


f 
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GIFT  CERTIFICATES 

Feed  Your  Friends  and  Family 

Home  on  the  Range  gift  certificates  are  available 
and  can  really  make  someone's  day! 

They're  perfect  for  new  mothers,  patients  and  home  remodelers. 
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The  Best  Properties 


94114 


(415)  550-1300 


4128  Twenty-Fourth  Street  San  Francisco,  CA 

http:/ /www.bjdroubi.com 
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Make  the  best  choice... 
Choose  Sue  Borsian 

Sue  Borsian 

4128  24th  Street 

San  Francisco,  CA  94114 

415-550-1302  x202 


Corner  q,  . 

Best  Buttermilk  Pancakes  in  Noe  Valley 
All  Our  Breads  &  Pastries  Baked  Fresh  Daily 

Gourmet  Sandwiches  •  Vegan  Soups  •  Fresh  Pastas  &  Pies 
Fresh  Juices  and  Smoothies  •  Gourmet  Coffees  &  Espressos 


New! 

Now  Serving  Pizza  From 
Our  Own  Oven 

Free  Slice  With  This  Ad 

expires  12/31/97 


Open  M  -  F  6:30  am  -  9  pm 
Sat.  7:30  am  -  9  pm  •  Sun.  7:30  am  -  8  pm 
Weekend  Brunch  8  am  -  1:30  pm 

751  Diamond  Street  (at  24th  St.)  282-9551 


(^RAFTCARE  Hardwood  Floorc 

Specializing  in  Wood  Floor  Installation, 

Sanding  and  Refinishing 

HIGH  QUALITY  WORK  AT  REASONABLE  RATES 
Free  Estimates  Ask  for  Bryan  (415)  221-2303 

License  No.  576013 


T'WAS  IHe  SGASOhJ  OF  CHRISTMAS 
AND  XLL  IHF.OUqH  IHF  STKiiTS 
THE  peoPLe  WeR.G  XSKINC 

wHER^e  DO  we  exi? 

WHep^e  cxN  we  qei  soMe 

WXR.M  COMFORT  FOOD 

WHeike  DO  FikieNDS  cxineik  in 

HOLIDXy  MOOD? 

WHO'LL  Keep  US  WXKM  WITH 
HoLiDxy  cHeeik? 

TO  ceieBiRXTe  with  LoveD  oNes 
so  DeXR.  XND  so  NeXR. 

"MISS  MILLie'S  OF  COUMe",  THe 
CHOR.US  DID  SINq 
"qooD  wiSHesxND  MeMoKies 
OF  THe  SeXSON  SHe'LL  BKINq." 

Breakfast,  Lunch,  Dinner  and  Brunch 
Wednesday  -  Sunday 

4123  24th  Street  at  Castro 

285-5598 


CLAIRE  C.  PILCHER 

ATTORNEY  AT  LAW 

■  Neighborhood  Negotiations  ■  Permits  and  Appeals 

■  Land  Use  ■  Variances 

■  Development  ■  Conditional  Uses  & 

■  City  Planning  General  Practice  of  Law 

in  Noe  Valley  (415)  821-1186 


SWATDEE 

Thai  Cuisine 


Happy  Holidays  to  Our  Noe  Valley  Friends  and  Neighbors! 

Specializing  in  CURRY  •  Take-out  menu  available 
Ask  about  our  Daily  Specials  •  Serving  Lunch  &  Dinner 

4166  24th  Street  (between  Castro  &  Diamond) 

Open  for  Lunch  10:30  -  4  •  Monday  -  Saturday 
Dinner  4-10  Monday  -  Saturday  •  Sunday  Dinner  4:30  —  10 


824-8070 
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jOJtf  DAY  SPECIAL 


''*1 


I  50%  OFF  2nd  Entree  with  this  ad  i 

,  One  coupon  per  table  •  cjpircs  1/3^1/98  \ 
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Aunt 

HERMIONE’S 

Kitchen 


Christmas  Surprises 

By  Ruhama  Veltfort 

It  was  pouring  rain,  and  I  was 
beginning  to  worry.  Aunt  Hermione 
was  out  with  her  friend  Dave,  and 
they  were  spending  the  day  with  his 
two  little  grandchildren  to  give  their 
parents  a  chance  to  do  some  Christmas 
shopping.  But  then  I  heard  a  rustling 
at  the  front  door. 

“Ho  ho  ho!”  chortled  Dave  as  he 
strode  into  the  hall.  He  was  carrying  lit¬ 
tle  Nicholas,  who  was  272.  Nicholas’ 
sister,  Emily,  was  6. 

“Why,  golly,”  Aunt  Hermione  gig¬ 
gled.  “1  haven’t  had  so  much  fun  at 
Christmas  for  ages!” 

Only  last  year.  Aunt  Hermione  had 
been  sneering  about  the  “horridays.”  I 
might  have  thought  that  her  personality 
change  was  one  of  the  hidden  effects  of 
El  Nino.  But  I  knew  better — her  sun¬ 
nier  emotional  climate  had  more  to  do 
with  her  new  friend,  whom  she’d  met 
at  the  30th  Street  Senior  Center  in 
September. 

“What  have  you  elves  been  doing  all 
day?”  I  asked,  ushering  them  all  into 
our  big  kitchen. 

As  Dave  helped  the  children  out  of 
their  wet  coats  and  boots,  I  put  on  a  pot 
of  decaf  and  started  some  hot  chocolate 
for  the  little  ones. 

“Well,  Dave  wanted  to  take  the  chil¬ 
dren  downtown  to  see  the  Christmas 
windows  and  visit  Santa  Claus  at 
Nordstrom’s — ” 

“Yeah,  but  Nick  was  too  scMed!” 
Emily  burst  in. 

“He’s  a  shy  one,”  Dave  said,  holding 
Nicholas  oh  his  lap. 

I  poured  the  drinks  into  mugs  and 
floated  marshmallows  on  top  of  the  hot 
chocolate. 

“Well,”  Aunt  Hermione  went  on,  “it 
was  so  awfully  crowded  and  noisy,  and 
I’d  forgotten  how  that  could  be,  espe¬ 
cially  when  children  are  already  over- 
stimulated,  so  I  had  the  idea  of  hopping 
back  on  the  J — ” 

“We  took  a  train  in  a  cave!”  Emily 
shouted. 

“Train!”  Nicholas  climbed  off  of 
Dave’s  lap. 

“I  want  to  see  their  Christmas  tree,” 
Emily  pleaded. 

“All  right,  all  right,”  said  Dave,  set¬ 
ting  his  coffee  cup  down.  “Let’s  go  look 
in  the  living  room.”  He  winked  at  Aunt 
Hermione  as  he  led  the  children  out  of 
the  kitchen. 

“It’s  been  ever  so  long  since  I  was 
around  little  children  for  Christmas,” 
Aunt  Hermione  sighed.  “I  think  it 
makes  all  the  difference  in  the  world, 
don’t  you?” 

I  had  to  admit,  somewhat  wistfully, 
that  she  was  right.  It  had  been  almost 
20  years  since  my  own  kids  were  that 
small.  There  was  a  kind  of  synergy  at 
work  between  children  and  Christmas — 
when  you  put  them  together,  it  was  easy 
to  forget  their  separate  deficiencies. 

In  a  minute  they  were  all  in  the 
kitchen  again.  Aunt  Hermione — with 
constant  interruptions — continued  chat¬ 
tering  about  the  streetcar  ride  back  to 
Noe  Valley.  “When  we  got  back  to  24th 
Street,  we  strolled  around  and  looked  at 
all  the  lights  and  the  decorations  on  the 
shops,”  she  said,  causing  me  to  wince  at 
the  thought  of  those  tired  red-and-green 
tinsel  trees  on  the  telephone  poles.  “The 
kids  loved  it,  and  the  Santa  in  front  of 


li^  # 

Candy  Surprise  Cookies 

Ingredients 

I  roll  refrigerated  sugar  cookie  dough 
1  small  bag  bite-size  Milky  Way  or 
Snickers  candy  bars 
1  small  bag  chocolate  almond  kisses 
1  small  jar  maraschino  cherries 
About  a  dozen  shelled  walnut  pieces 

Lightly  grease  a  cookie  sheet.  Slice  the 
dough  i/s-inch  thick  and  cut  each  slice 
in  half.  Make  sandwiches,  putting  a 
chocolate  almond  kiss  or  half  a  bite- 
size  candy  bar  in  the  middle.  Press  the 
edges  of  the  top  and  bottom  dough 
together  to  seal  the  candy  inside.  Place 
half  a  maraschino  cherry  or  a  piece  of 
walnut  on  top  of  each  cookie. 

Bake  at  375  degrees  for  7  to  9  minutes 
until  the  cookies  are  golden  brown 
(check  at  7  minutes,  and  every  minute 
thereafter,  because  oven  temperatures 
vary).  Remove  the  cookies  from  the 
oven  and  cool  for  20  minutes  before 
removing  from  the  cookie  sheet.  Makes 
about  2 1/2  dozen  cookies. 


Rabat  was  a  real  charmer,”  she  added. 
“He  even  offered  each  of  us  a  chocolate 
kiss.” 

“But  Nick  still  wouldn’t  talk  to  Santa 
Claus,”  chimed  in  Emily,  “so  I  told 
him  that  I  want  Net  Surfer  Barbie  for 
Christmas,  and  Nicholas  wants  a 
tyrannosaurus  rex.” 

“Not  a  real  one,  I  hope!”  I  winked  at 
her. 

“No,  you!  He  means  a  stuffed  tyran¬ 
nosaurus  rex!” 

I  also  wondered  if  there  was  really 
such  a  thing  as  “Net  Surfer  Barbie,”  but 
Emily  insisted  she’d  heard  about  it  on 
TV. 

“There  was  a  Christmas  tree  walking 
around!”  That  was  Nicholas’  longest 
sentence. 

“Okay,  now  quiet  down,”  Dave  said 
firmly.  “I  think  the  ladies  need  your 
help  to  make  some  Christmas  cookies.” 

“We  certainly  do,”  beamed  Aunt 
Hermione,  sorting  through  a  bag  of  gro¬ 
ceries.  “And  these  are  very  special 
Christmas  cookies — they  have  sur¬ 
prises  inside!” 

tOf  Idf 

The  cookies  were  Aunt  Hermione ’s 
invention,  inspired  by  the  Noe  Val¬ 
ley  Santa,  but  they  were  simple  enough 
that  even  Nicholas  could  help.  We  used 
refrigerated  cookie  dough  from  the 
supermarket,  so  we  didn’t  even  have  to 
mix  ingredients. 

The  children  were  so  proud  when 
their  parents  came  to  pick  them  up — in 
fact,  Dave’s  daughter-in-law  said  they 
were  so  delicious,  she  wanted  to  make  a 
batch  for  her  office  Christmas  party.  But 
the  biggest  Christmas  surprise  for  me 
was  the  new  Aunt  Hermione!  □ 

//you  have  questions  or  comments  about 
Aunt  Hermione’ s  recipes,  you’re  welcome 
to  send  email  to  ruh@value.net. 


LESSER'S 

SINCE  1936 

Let  the  Sun  Shine  with 


VELUX 


Roof  Windows  and  Skylights 

Free  Parking 

898  South  Van  Ness 

415  282-0202 


pPY  HOUDAW 


The  previous  owners  of 

The  Chef 

ore  now  ready  to  provide  you 
with  our  gourmet  foods: 

Smoked  Salmon,  Russian  and 
domestic  Caviar,  Smoked  Chicken, 
imported  Saffron,  etc. 
at  wholesale  prices 
delivered  to  your  home. 

UC  Hastings  Law  Cafe 

565-4693 

Ali  Givechi 

We  Cater  Your  Partys 


Aveda  Stress-Relieving  Treatment.  Relax  with  a  soothing  scalp 
massage,  while  pure  flower  and  plant  aroma  clears  the  mind 
and  revives  the  senses.  Combine  with  a  Purescriptions^^  Hair 
Conditioning  Treatment  for  healthy,  radiant  hair.  And  experience 
pure  relief  from  everyday  stress. 

Danu  Kair  Design 

A/lore  than  just  a  haircut  -  an  Experience. 

Step  out  of  the  holiday  crunch  to  treat  yourself. 

Let  us'pamper  you  with  an  Aveda  scalp  treatment 
(included  with  haircut} 

1478A  Church  Street  •  San  Francisco,  Ca  941  31 
415-643-4405 


It's  ornaments  galore... 
Featuring... 

Department  56  cSnow  Villiag 

Ornaments  by... 

Old  World  Christmas 
Midwest  Importers 
Vaillancourt 
and  many  many  more 
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URBAN 

CEUAR5 


From  All  of  Us 


Happy  Holidays  i 

Cheers ! 


3821  24th  Street  at  Church 
Phone  415  824-2300  •  Fax  415  824-2215 
email  urbanclrs@aol.com 


I 


wou/d  Me 

<o  wiiA  ddi  palwm  and  n^ASotd  /i, 
ad  de  6e)t  whAea  du  Aotdda^  3eaao/i.  M  i  j 
jfoa ^(M{  itwnoi// 

3982  -  24th  Street 
San  Francisco,  California  94114 
(415)  2854068 

visit  our  website...  cilysearch.cora/8fo/justforfun 


DAYLIGHT  CONSTRUCTION  CO. 

License  #  660635 
Bonded  and  Insured 

415-452-3157 

•  New  Work  •  Remodeling 
•  Earthquake  Retrofitting  •  Termites  /  Dry  Rot 
•  Foundations  •  Decks  /  Stairs 

FREE  ESTIMATES! 

Owner:  Neil  Doherty 


“Where  Culture  and  Hair  Come  Together!” 

Come  join  us  in  our  Anniversary  Celebration! 
ZB%  OFF  ANY  SERVICE  mi,  mis  ai) 

Color  ~  H/C  ~  Perms  ~  Relaxers  ~  Flat  Out  ~  Deep  Condition 


Open  7  Days  a  Week  1599  Dolores  St.  (at  29th  St.) 

415-550-1656 
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4109  24TH  STREET.  SAN  FRANCISCO.  415  821-1515 


Serving  Breakfast,  Lunch, 
and  Dinner  every  day 

We  feature  Mediterranean 
and  American  food 

Happy  Holidays  to  all  our 
Noe  Valley  friends  &  customers! 

24th  Street  Cafe 

3353  24th  Street  (at  Vicksburg)  •  202-1213 

OPEN  9AM-  9PM  DAILY 


. .  the  sight  of  the  star 
filled  them  with  joy. . 

matthew  2:11 


Joy.  Peace.  Hope. 
From  our  family 
to  yours. 


St.  Paul's  Church 

29th  &  Church  Streets  •  648.7538 
Noe  Valley,  San  Francisco 


(SAVOR) 

Neighborhood  Restaurant  and  Creperie 

A  great  place  for  homemade  food. 

All  our  breads,  scones,  muffins  and  jams  are  made  on  the  premises. 

Serving  breakfast,  lunch  and  dinner.  Menu  available  all  day. 

®  ©  ©  ©  © 

SPECIALIZINQ  IN  CALIFORNIA  CREPES 

^  SAN  FRANCISCO  CREPE:  Smoked  Salmon,  Capers,  Spinach,  with  Onions,  Dijon 
and  Havarti  Cheese  ^  MILANO:  Qrilled  Eggplant,  Artichoke  Hearts,  Roasted  Peppers 
and  Qarlic,  Provolone  Cheese,  Topped  with  Marinara  Sauce  PLUS  MANY  MORE! 

©  ©  ©  ©  © 

CHILDREN'S  MENU  AVAILABLE 

Enjoy  a  glass  of  wine  or  beer  or  a  cold  drink  on  our  outdoor  patio  in  the  Noe  Valley  Mall. 

SEATINQ  OVER  90 

^  OPEN  7  DAYS:  7:30  a.m.  - 11:00  p.m.  Monday-Saturday  ^  7:30  a.m.  - 10:00  p.m.  Sunday  ^ 

3913  24th  Street  (near  Sanchez)  •  282-0344 
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BURRITOS  •  TACOS  •  ENCHILADAS 
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TAQUERIA 


Serving 

Fresh  •  Fast  •  Fantastic 

MEXICAN  FOOD 


In  the  Heart  of 

NOE  VALLEY 


Open  Everyday  11  am  -  10  pm 
3917  24th  Street  at  Sanchez  •  648-0477 
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MV31S  •  V3S3RJ  VaOV  •  SNIVaa  MDVia 


The  Dubliner 


3838  24th  Street  at  Vicksburg 
826-2279 


and 


THE  ROVBt'S 


SPORTS  RAR 

n  4026  24th  Street 

821-7861 

The  Owner  and  Staff  Wish  All  Our  Customers 
a  Happy  Christmas  and  Peaceful  New  Year 


.^OHtSTOPPABry, 

presents  " 


presents 

THE  HOLIDAY  SEASON 


Oa 


Christmas  and  New  Year's  Eve 
^  Beautiful  Imported  Gift  Items 


Gift  Items  •  Christmas  and  Party  Decorations 
Gift  Wrapping  •  Gift  Certificates  •  Party  Supplies 
Balloon  Bouquets  for  All  Occasions 

All  your  needs  for  New  Year's  Eve! 

1600  Church  St.  at  28th 
824-0414 


Frankel  Bros.  Hemp  Outfitters 

SF’s  Premier  Hempstore 

3817  24*“  St.  at  Church  ®  826-HEMP  (4367) 


Sustainable  Giving 
Give  to  loved  ones,  give  to  the  earth 

J4t  f'BlHO  we  recognize  the  need f err 
enviranmentaCCy  and sociaCCy  conscious  jrroducts 
and  offer  a  comjaCete  Cine  ofeCothing,  Bags, 
accessories  and  housw  ares  made  from  hemp, 
organic  cotton,  and  other  naturaC fibers 

JA&  hoiuUufA  wiA  hefte.  3MpL  giue  ta  tA<u%e  teoA  pvUunate.  tBung.  in  tum 
canA  of,  pfcd  ox  a  fox  a  tot  and  xeceiae  /(?%  off.  goux  fuixcAaoe, 
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SHORT 

TAKES 


Contest  for  “Shooting  Stars  ’ 

Kids  who  like  to  dribble  and  slam- 
dunk  are  in  for  a  treat  in  December  and 
January. 

The  1998  Hoop  Shoot,  in  which  kids 
compete  to  sink  the  most  free  throws,  is 
coming  up  in  December.  All  participants 
try  to  make  25  throws.  There  are  three  cat¬ 
egories,  each  separated  into  boys’  and 
girls’  competitions:  ages  8  and  9  (these 
kids  will  stand  four  feet  in  front  of  the  free 
throw  line);  ages  10  and  11;  and  kids  12 
and  13.  The  10-  through  13-year-olds 
make  their  shots  from  the  free  throw  line. 

Noe  Valley  basketball  players  can  join 
the  fun  at  the  local  level  at  the  Upper  Noe 
Rec  Center  at  Day  and  Sanchez  streets  on 
Dec.  12  from  4  to  6  p.m.  Douglass  Play¬ 
ground  will  also  hold  a  competition,  from 
2  to  4:30  p.m.  daily,  Dec.  8  to  12.  Partic¬ 
ipants  may  only  compete  at  one  play¬ 
ground,  and  prizes  will  be  awarded  for 
first-,  second-,  and  third-place  winners  at 
each  level.  The  top  boy  and  girl  scorer 
from  each  local  playoff  will  move  on  to 
the  city  finals  at  Sunset  Recreation  Cen¬ 
ter  on  Jan.  10. 

For  players  willing  to  travel  outside  the 
neighborhood,  a  girls’  “3-for-AH”  basket¬ 
ball  skills  competition  will  be  held  at  Sun¬ 
set  Recreation  Center  on  Saturday,  Dec. 
6.  The  event  will  test  three  basic  dribbling 
and  shooting  skills.  The  city  wide  compe¬ 
tition  begins  at  noon  for  ages  10  and  12; 
at  1:30  p.m.  for  girls  13  and  14;  and  at  3 
p.m.  for  15-  to  17-year-olds.  Applications 
are  available  at  all  Lady  Foot  Locker 
stores  and  the  Sunset  Recreation  Center 
at  28th  Avenue  and  Lawton  Street. 

For  more  information  on  the  Hoop 
Shoot  or  the  3-for-All,  call  the  Athletic 
Division  of  the  San  Francisco  Recreation 
and  Park  Department  at  753-7029. 

A  Concert  You  Should  HEAR 

'sq[5?‘ 

Young  rockers  will  take  over  the  Noe 
Valley  Ministry  on  Sunday,  Dec.  7,  dur¬ 
ing  the  fourth  annual  Professor  Sludge 
Guitar  Academy  Student  Concert.  Guitar 
and  bass  students  ages  7  to  17  will  take 
turns  performing  a  lineup  of  modem  and 
retro  classics.  Special  guest  singers  Deb¬ 
ora  lyall  and  Keta  Bill  will  also  perform. 

The  low-volume  concert  will  benefit 
HEAR  (Hearing  Education  and  Aware¬ 
ness  for  Rockers),  a  nonprofit  group  that 
teaches  musicians  about  hearing  loss. 
Eree  earplugs  will  be  available. 

The  Professor  Sludge  Academy  was 
founded  by  Eric  Lenchner,  a  20-year  vet¬ 
eran  of  the  Bay  Area  music  scene.  Lench¬ 
ner  retired  from  performing  in  1995  be¬ 
cause  of  hearing  loss  from  too  much 
exposure  to  loud  music.  Since  then,  he 
has  dedicated  himself  to  working  with 
young  musicians,  and  to  educating  stu¬ 


dents  and  the  general  public  about  the 
dangers  of  loud  noise. 

Tickets  are  $10  in  advance  and  $12  at 
the  door  at  1021  Sanchez  St.  To  purchase 
tickets  ahead  of  time,  stop  by  Streetlight 
Records  at  3979  24th  St.,  or  call  the  store 
at  282-3550.  The  concert  starts  at  4  p.m. 

Chaucer  Comes  to  Bethany 

A  modem  stage  version  of  Geoffrey 
Chaucer’s  The  Nun's  Priest’s  Tale  — one 
of  Chaucer’s  famous  Canterbury  Tales — 
will  be  performed  at  Bethany  United 
Methodist  Church  on  Sanchez  Street  in 
December.  The  play  will  be  produced  by 
Geoffrey  Chaucer  &  Co.,  a  Bay  Area  the¬ 
ater  troupe  showcasing  the  14th-century 
English  poet’s  work.  Abaudy  retelling  of 
one  of  Aesop’s  fables.  The  Nun’s  Priest’s 
Tale  has  been  translated  into  modem 
verse  by  J.U.  Nicolson,  and  will  be  ac¬ 
companied  by  original  music  composed 
by  Bay  Area  musician  John  Geist.  The 
show  stars  Julian  Lopez-Morillas,  Thom¬ 
as  Lynch,  and  Becky  Parker. 

According  to  the  actor-directors,  the 
troupe  chose  to  stage  the  Tale  at  Bethany 
because  the  atmosphere  of  a  church  often 
enhances  the  medieval  setting  of  The 
Canterbury  Tales. 

There  will  be  a  brown  bag  matinee  per¬ 
formance  on  Saturday,  Dec.  6,  from  1 1 
a.m.  to  1  p.m.  Patrons  may  order  a  boxed 
lunch  ahead  of  time  or  bring  their  own 
food.  Another  performance  takes  place 
that  night  at  8  p.m.,  and  the  last  Noe  Val¬ 
ley  performance  will  be  on  Dec.  14  at  7 
p.m.  All  shows  will  be  in  Bethany’s  sanc¬ 
tuary  at  1268  Sanchez  St.  (near  Clipper). 

Regular  tickets  are  $15.  Seniors  pay 
$13;  full-time  students  $10.  Eor  reserva¬ 
tions  or  information  about  special  group 
rates,  call  491-0818. 

Flea  Market  at  James  Lick 

Parents  and  kids  at  James  Lick  Middle 
School  are  excited  about  their  new  fund¬ 
raiser — a  flea  market  held  on  the  last  Sat¬ 
urday  of  each  month.  Proceeds  from  the 
swap  meets  go  to  the  school’s  music,  art, 
and  physical  education  departments. 

Anyone  may  rent  a  booth  to  sell  their 
wares  at  the  market.  The  cost  is  $10  to 
$30,  depending  on  the  size  of  the  booth. 

Several  Noe  Valley  families  and  mer¬ 
chants  have  participated  this  year,  selling 
everything  from  handmade  jewelry  to  sec¬ 
ondhand  clothes.  For  each  event,  the  James 
Lick  Parent-Teacher  Association  has 
asked  local  stores  to  donate  coffee  and 
snacks  to  sell,  including  hot  dogs  for  lunch. 
Because  school  is  out  in  December,  the 
next  market  will  be  held  on  Jan.  31. 

“We  had  our  first  flea  market  last  May,” 
said  Terry  Cahill,  co-president  of  the 
James  Lick  P.T.A.  “We  pulled  in  about 
$800,  so  it  was  very  successful.”  After  the 
May  fundraiser  the  kids  took  a  break,  but 
resumed  their  flea  markets  this  fall. 

“We  really  want  to  make  this  flea  mar¬ 
ket  part  of  our  community,”  continued  Ca¬ 
hill.  “We  want  to  be  more  visible,  and  to  gen¬ 
erate  some  money  for  these  departments.” 


A  Modern  Miro  —  Cuban-born  artist 
Renato  Martinez  just  ended  a  month-long 
exhibit  of  his  paintings,  including  “Woman 
with  Sunflowers,”  at  the  First  Interstate 
Arcade  on  California  Street.  But  his  “naive" 
tropical  style  is  also  well  suited  to  the  light 
in  his  home-studio  on  23rd  Street.  He’ll  be 
happy  to  give  his  Noe  Valley  neighbors  a 
private  look.  Give  him  a  call  at  821-3989. 


The  flea  market  on  Jan.  3 1  will  happen 
from  8  a.m.  to  3  p.m.,  on  the  James  Lick 
School  blacktop  off  Castro  Street  be¬ 
tween  25th  and  Clipper  streets.  For  more 
information  or  to  reserve  a  booth  space, 
call  Brian  Charron  at  282-1864. 

Wanted:  Readers  for  Alvarado 

Love  to  read?  Why  not  help  kids  leam 
to  love  it  too?  Rolling  Readers,  the  state’s 
largest  children’s  literacy  program,  needs 
volunteers  to  help  in  the  public  schools. 

Participants  may  choose  to  either  read 
aloud  to  an  entire  classroom  or  tutor  kids 
individually.  Those  who  read  aloud  will 
become  the  class’s  weekly  storyteller  for 
the  year.  No  special  training  is  necessary; 
volunteers  just  need  an  hour  per  week  and 
a  love  for  books  and  kids. 

One-on-one  tutors  are  given  a  three- 
hour  training  session  before  they  begin. 
These  volunteers  are  grouped  into  teams 
of  five  tutors,  with  each  team  member  as¬ 
signed  a  different  day  of  the  week  to  vis¬ 
it  the  school.  The  volunteer  is  then 
matched  with  four  students  in  grades  1 
through  3  who  are  reading  below  grade 
level.  On  the  assigned  day,  the  volunteer 
gives  each  of  the  four  students  a  15- 
minute  one-on-one  tutoring  session.  A 
professional  on-site  coordinator  is  there 
to  help  the  tutors. 

Volunteers  are  needed  at  Alvarado  El¬ 
ementary  School  at  625  Douglass  St.,  and 
at  several  schools  in  the  Mission  District. 
For  more  information,  contact  Rolling 
Readers  at  469-4784. 

Celebrate  Women  Artists 

The  annual  Celebration  of  Craftswomen 
needs  volunteers  to  help  put  on  the  coun¬ 
try’s  largest  juried  women’s  crafts  fair. 
The  event  will  be  held  Dec.  5  to  7  and 


Dec.  12  to  14  at  Fort  Mason’s  Herbst 
Pavilion  (at  Buchanan  Street  and  Marina 
Boulevard). 

More  than  280  craftswomen  will  dis¬ 
play  their  artistry  at  the  two- weekend  fair 
— and  at  least  four  of  those  women  live 
in  Noe  Valley.  Local  participants  include 
Lea  Alboher,  a  clock  maker;  Emily 
Hearn,  a  jeweler;  Kooki  Davis,  who 
makes  dolls;  and  Alice  Shaw.  Organizers 
hope  for  a  turnout  of  20,000  shoppers,  to 
match  last  year’s  crowds. 

Now  in  its  19th  year,  the  Celebration 
of  Craftswomen  is  sponsored  by  the  San 
Francisco  Women’s  Building  on  18th 
Street.  The  fair  aims  to  make  female 
artists  and  craftswomen  more  visible,  and 
to  show  a  cross-section  of  work  by 
women  of  different  cultural  backgrounds. 
The  celebration  also  gives  new  artists  a 
venue  for  their  work. 

Volunteers  receive  a  free  Celebration 
of  Craftswomen  tee  shirt,  parking,  child 
care,  and  refreshments.  To  help  out,  call 
731-1818. 

Group  Learning  for  Toddlers 

Toddlers  and  their  parents  will  be  able 
to  play  with  a  purpose  during  the  new 
“Group  Learning  Games  for  Toddlers” 
class  led  by  24th  Street  resident  Beth  Bru- 
maghim.  Children  from  13  months  to  2 
years  old  will  sing  songs  and  play  games 
that  teach  them  to  share  and  follow  di¬ 
rections.  The  kids  will  also  leam  language 
and  memory  skills. 

“The  kids  will  have  fun  doing  things 
that  toddlers  like  to  do,  but  the  class  is  as 
much  for  parents  as  it  is  for  the  kids,”  says 
Brumaghim.  “Moms  and  dads  will  have 
the  opportunity  to  observe  their  children 
and  understand  what  they  are  learning 
through  playing.  It’s  also  a  place  for  par¬ 
ents  to  talk  about  developmental  issues  of 
their  toddler.”  Brumaghim  spent  10  years 
directing  education  ^irograms  for  infants 
and  toddlers  before  she  decided  to  stay 
home  with  her  two  young  children. 

The  class  will  meet  on  Mondays  from 
1 1  a.m.  to  noon,  Jan.  5  to  26  at  Natural 
Resources,  1307  Castro  St.  (between  24th 
and  Jersey  streets).  The  course  costs  $28. 

Call  Beth  Bmmaghim  at  282-3879  to 
register  or  for  more  information. 


This  month’s  Short  Takes  were  written  by 
Erin  O’Briant,  with  help  from  Michele  Lynn. 


LEARN  THE  SECRET 
HISTORY  OF  YOUR 
HOME 

Fully  Documented  House  Histories  | 

* 

construction  date 

•original  owners 

la  o  □  a  n  n  n  n| 

HISTORIC 

•builders 

•pre  1906  data — 

IHOMES^ 

[UDnoDOODl 

The  Perfect  Gift 
CALL  TODAY 

Tim  Kelley 
House  and 

337  5824 

Neighborhood 

Historian 

Noe  Valley's  Favorite  Japanese  Restaurant  ►  Sirtce  1975 
OLDEST  SUSHI  BAR  IN  SAN  FRANCISCO 

Matsuya 

Serving  Sushi,  Teriyaki,  Donburi  Casserole,  Japanese  Beer  &  Wine 


G  H  E F ' S  CHOICE  OF  SUSHI 


Open  4-11  Monday-Saturday 
3856  24th  Street  (between  Sanchez  and  Vicksburg)  282-7989  ® 
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NOW;  The  SPCA  will  pay  San  Fran¬ 
cisco  residents  a  $5  REWARD  for  bring¬ 
ing  in  a  cat,  domestic  or  feral,  for  free 
spay/neuter  surgery.  2500 16th  St.  Call 
554-3084  to  make  an  appointment. 

DEC.  2  &  JAN.  6:  New  Dawn  YOGA 
THERAPY'S  ongoing  Fundamentals  of 
Asana  groups  meet  from  2  to  6  pm.  The 
Center  for  Movement  Education,  98 
ChenerySt.  285-1831. 

DEC.  2,  9&30;  JAN.  6, 13  &  27: 

The  Noe  Valley  Library  offers  a  pre¬ 
school  STORYTIME  for  children  ages  3 
to  5. 10  am.  451  Jersey  St.  695-5095. 

DEC.  3:  The  Adventist  HEALTH  VAN 
gives  blood  pressure  and  cholesterol 
checks  at  Bell  Market.  10  am-4  pm, 
775-2570. 

DEC.  3:  Project  Inform’s  TOWN 
MEETING  on  the  latest  treatments  for 
HIV  runs  from  6:30  to  8  pm.  1965 
Market  St.  558-8669. 

DEC.  3  &  10;  St.  Paul's  School  wel¬ 
comes  visitors  to  an  OPEN  HOUSE  for 
information  on  the  1998-99  school 
year.  9-1 1  am.  180  Fair  Oaks  St.  Call 
648-2055  for  an  appointment, 

DEC.  3, 10  &  17;  JAN.  7, 14,  21  & 

28:  The  LAPSITS  for  infants,  toddlers, 
and  their  parents  begin  at  7  pm.  Noe 
Valley  Library,  451  Jersey  St.  771-9994. 

DEC.  4;  Entomology  curator  Dr.  David 
Kavanaugh  discusses  "Bay  Area  BEE¬ 
TLES:  Bountiful,  Beautiful,  and  Bizarre." 
7:30  pm.  Randall  Museum,  199 
Museum  Way.  554-9600. 

DEC.  4-21:  Barbra  by  Halstead,  The 
Christmas  Shaw  ls  performed  live  at 
"Hello,  Gorgeous,"  the  BARBRA 
STREISAND  Museum.  Thurs.-Sun.,  8 
pm.  549A  Castro  St.  864-2678. 


DEC.  4-24:  The  annual  HOLIDAY 
SHOW  at  Ruby's  Clay  Studio  features 
functional  and  sculptural  ceramics  by 
over  20  artists.  Reception  Dec.  12, 5-8 
pm.  552A  Noe  St.  558-9819. 

DEC.  5  &  6:  Dancers'  Group  presents 
“Local  8,"  a  showcase  for  Bay  Area 
CHOREOGRAPHERS.  8  pm.  3221  22nd 
St,  824-5044. 

DEC.  5,6  &  7:  The  HOLIDAY  SALE 
sponsored  by  City  College’s  Art  Depart¬ 
ment  offers  painting,  sculpture,  photog¬ 
raphy,  printmaking,  crafts,  and  mixed 
media  by  faculty  and  students.  Fri.,  6-9 
pm;  10  am-6  pm,  weekend  days.  Fort 
Mason  Building  B.  561-1840. 

Dec.  6:  The  Laurel  Hill  Nursery 
School  hosts  a  WINTER  FAIRE  featuring 
shopping,  games,  and  refreshments.  10 
am-3  pm.  401  Euclid  Ave.  751-8784. 

DEC.  6:  Carmen  &  Co.’s  holiday 
JEWELRY  sale  features  a  cornucopia  of. 
handcrafted  fruits  and  vegetables.  1 1 
am-4  pm.  1088A  Capp  St.  695-0243. 

DEC.  6:  The  San  Francisco  Rec  and 
Park  Department  sponsors  a  GIRLS 
BASKETBALL  skills  competition  for 
ages  10  to  17,  at  the  Sunset  Rec  Center, 
28th  Ave.  &  Lawton.  For  into  and  an 
application  call  753-7028. 

DEC.  6:  TECHNOCRACY  hosts  a  cur¬ 
rent  events  discussion  on  crime,  pov¬ 
erty,  and  the  environment,  "Our  Social 
Structure  Is  Obsolete."  2  pm.  Noe  Valley 
Library,  451  Jersey  St.  695-5095. 

DEC.  6:  The  San  Francisco  Chorus  of 
SWEET  ADELINES  International  per¬ 
forms  Curtain  Up!  It's  Barbershop!  2  & 
7:30  pm.  Mercy  High  School,  3250 
19th  Ave.  665-7960. 


DEC.  6:  Celebrate  St.  Nicholas  Day  at  a 
free  "Little  Elves  GIFTMAKING  Work¬ 
shop"  for  ages  6  to  12  from  2  to  4  pm, 
followed  by  a  Chrisfmas  boutique  of 
handcrafted  and  imported  gifts,  4  to  8 
pm.  St.  Aidan's  Episcopal  Church,  101 
Gold  Mine  Drive,  285-9540. 

DEC.  6:  Shanti's  HOLIDAY  PARTY  for 
families  with  HIV/AIDS  offers  an  after¬ 
noon  of  games,  crafts,  and  goodies. 

2-6  pm.  Call  487-4743  to  sign  up. 

DEC.  6:  Rosemary  Wells  and  Susan 
Jeffers  sign  their  new  BOOK,  McDufI 
and  the  Baby  3  pm.  Cover  to  Cover, 

3910  24th  St.  282-8080. 

DEC.  6:  John  Pagett  performs  a  free 
ORGAN  CONCERT  featuring  works  by 
Bach  and  Sifler.  5  pm.  Episcopal 
Church  of  St.  John  the  Evangelist,  1661 
15th  St.  861-1436. 


The  women's  vocal  ensemble  Kitka 
weaves  the  tight  harmonies  of  East¬ 
ern  Europe  at  the  Noe  Valley  Music 
Series  on  Saturday,  Jan,  24. 


DEC.  6:  “A  Night  at  Rover’s”  FUND¬ 
RAISER  to  benefit  the  Noe  Valley  Nurs¬ 
ery  School  feafures  live  music  by 
Jenifer  McKitrick.  4026  24fh  St.  For 
info,  821-7861. 

DEC.  6  &  7;  St.  Brendan's  School 
Christmas  BOUTIQUE  offers  hand¬ 
crafted  items.  Sat.,  10  am-6  pm;  Sun., 
11am-2  pm.234Ulloa  St,  731-2665, 

DEC.  6  &  14:  A  modern  verse  transla¬ 
tion  of  CHAUCER'S  “The  Nun's  Priest’s 
Tale”  from  Canterbury  7a/es  features 
original  music.  Dec.  6, 11  am  &  8  pm; 
Dec.  14, 7  pm.  Bethany  Methodist 
Church,  1268  Sanchez  St.  491-0818. 

DEC.  7:  Integral  Yoga  Institute's  silent 
RETREAT  day  offers  a  Hatha  Yoga  ses¬ 
sion,  two  meditations,  and  a  vegetarian 
lunch.  9  am-5  pm.  770  Dolores  St. 
Register  in  advance  at  821  -1 1 1 7. 

DEC.  7:  The  Sharon  Art  Studio’s  HOLI¬ 
DAY  SALE  offers  handicrafts  from  11 
am  to  5  pm.  Golden  Gate  Park  opposite 
the  carousel.  753-7004. 

DEC.  7:  The  ODC  Performance  Gallery 
hosts  "Opus  415  No.  3,”  a  NEW  MUSIC 
marathon  of  works  by  25  composers.  1 
-11  pm.  315317th  St.  285-8680. 

DEC.  7:  Chattanooga  Chamber  Music 
presents  a  harpsichord  CONCERT  by 
Katherine  Roberts  Perl.  3  pm.  152  Chat¬ 
tanooga  St.  Reservations:  641-0940. 

DEC.  7:  The  Professor  Sludge  GUITAR 
ACADEMY  performs  a  benefif  for 
H.E.A.R.  (Hearing  Education  and  Aware¬ 
ness  for  Rockers)  at  4  pm,  Noe  Valley 
Ministry,  1021  Sanchez  St.  282-2317. 

DEC.  7:  Community  Music  Center  stu¬ 
dents  join  the  Chinese  Music  Workshop 
in  a  WINTER  MUSIC  celebration.  4  pm. 
544  Capp  St.  647-6015. 


DEC.  7  &  14;  The  Marsh’s  Growing 
Stage  offers  STARDUST  PUPPETS’  The 
Nutcracker  Prince,  followed  by  a  pup¬ 
petmaking  workshop.  11:30  am  &  1:30 
pm.  1062  Valencia  St.  826-5750, 

DEC.  7, 14  &  21;  Kevin  Reilly  does 
“DYLAN  THOMAS  in  San  Francisco,” 
readings  from  the  poet's  work.  7:30  pm. 
Dylan's  Pub,  2301  Folsom  St.  641-1416. 

DEC.  9:  Dr.  Eugene  Garcia,  dean  of 
U.C.  Berkeley’s  Education  Department, 
will  speak  at  a  FORUM  on  Spanish- 
immersion  and  bilingual  programs  at 
Fairmount  Elementary  School.  7-8:30 
pm.  65  Chenery  St.  695-5669. 

DEC.  9  &  JAN.  11;  Noe  Valley  Min¬ 
istry's  TAIZE  service  of  chanting,  medi¬ 
tation,  and  prayer  begins  at  7  pm.  1021 
Sanchez  St.  282-2317. 

DEC.  10:  The  YOUNG-AT-HEART  group 
at  St.  Paul’s  welcomes  the  Christmas 
season  with  a  train  trip  and  walk 
through  the  Stanford  Shopping  Center. 
Call  647-7173  for  reservations. 

DEC.  10:  The  Glen  Park  Library’s  con¬ 
cert  "MUSIC  ADVENTURE  with  a  String 
Quartet"  features  holiday  music  tor  all 
ages,  7  pm.  653  Chenery  St.  337-4740. 

DEC.  11:  Diet  counselor  Christine  H. 
Beard  discusses  tactics  for  meatless 
holiday  survival  from  her  book.  Become 
a  Vegetarian  in  Five  Easy  Steps!  7:30 
pm.  Modern  Times  Bookstore,  888 
Valencia  St.  282-9246. 

DEC.  11-20;  The  Marsh’s  HOLIDAY 
CABARET  show  features  festive  work  by 
its  staff  and  performers.  Thurs.-Sat., 

8:30  pm.  1062  Valencia  St.  826-5750. 


Holidavs  awaken  the  Senses 
&  THE  Spirit 

HOME  ACCENTS  MUST  DO  MORE  THAN  MAKE 
YOUR  SPACE  MORE  USEFUL.  THEY  MUST 
ENRICH  YOUR  LIFE  AND  MAKE  YOUR  LIFE 
MORE  PLEASURABLE. 

AT  RUMAH  SORGA,  WE  WORK  WITH  GIFTED 
ARTISANS  IN  BALI  WHO  EMBRACE  THE  BEAUTY  AND 
ESSENCE  OF  LIFE-  WITH  EXOTIC  STYLES,  VIBRANT 
COLORS,  BATIK  FABRICS,  AND  ESSENTIAL  OILS  THAT 
WILL  EVOKE  YOUR  SENSES  AND  MOVE  YOUR  SPIRIT. 
WE  INVITE  YOU  TO  EXPERIENCE  HEAVENS  HOUSE 
THIS  HOLIDAY  SEASON-  A  TIME  FOR  CELEBRATING 
AND  GIVING  TO  THOSE  WE  LOVE. 

HAPPY  HOLIDAYS! 

RUMAH  SORGA  (HEAVENS  HOUSE) 

3961  1/2  24TH  ST. ,  SF,  CA  94114 
"THAT  BRIGHT  ORANGE  PLACE  DOWNSTAIRS" 

PHONE  #  642-9303 

HOLIDAV  HOURS:  M-F 11-8  SAT  10-8  SUN  11-7 


Hidden  Cottage  Bed  and  Breakfast 

wishes  to  thank  our  friends  and  neighbors  for 
their  business  in  1 997.  We  wish  you  a 
Merry  Christmas  and  a  Happy  New  Year. 

Dave  Cannata  &  Ginger  Karels 

Dave  &  Ginger  Cannata's 

<m)Ofli(°nfirif 


rea/c^ail 

1 1 86  Noe  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA  941 1 4 

415-282-4492 

Ginger  Karels  of  BJ  Droubi  &  Co.  also 
wishes  to  thank  her  clients  and  friends 
for  their  real  estate  business  over  the 
past  year  and  invites  you  to  call  with 
your  real  estate  needs. 


Ginger  Karels 

41 28  24th  Street 
San  Francisco 
California  94114 
Tel.  415-550-1300 
v.m,550-1302  Ext.217 
Fax  550-1 149 
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DEC.  12:  The  Artists'  Television  Access 
HOLIDAY  PARTY  features  video  works 
by  instructors,  staff,  and  volunteers.  8 
pm.  992  Valencia  St.  824-3890. 

DEC.  12-JAN.4:The  New  PICKLE 
CIRCUS  performs  "The  Big  Bang.”  Fort 
Mason's  Cowell  Theater.  441-3687. 


DEC.  14:  The  CMC  JAZZ  BAND  per¬ 
forms  classical  and  big-band  favorites 
at  3  pm.  544  Capp  St.  647-6015. 

DEC.  15:  Robert  Coffman  reads  TRU¬ 
MAN  CAPOTE'S  A  Christmas  Memory.  7 
pm.  Theatre  Rhinoceros,  2926  16th  St. 
861-5079. 


DEC.  13:  The  Trip  Trap  PUPPET 
TROUPE  of  the  Main  Library  performs 
favorite  tales.  11  am.  Fisher  Children's 
Center.  100  Larkin  St.  557-4554.S 

DEC.  13:  SANTA  CLAUS  comes  to  Noe 
Valley  with  Rudolph  the  Red-Nosed 
Reindeer,  and  poses  for  photos.  Noon  to 
4  pm  at  the  Bank  of  America,  24th  & 
Castro.  695-7707. 

DEC.  13:  C.E.  Poverman  signs  his  new 
San  Francisco  MYSTERY,  On  the  Edge. 
4-5  pm.  San  Francisco  Mystery  Book¬ 
store,  4175  24th  St,  282-7444. 

DEC.  13:  The  Metropolitan  Community 
Church  choirs  and  ORCHESTRA  per¬ 
form  the  Christmas  portion  of  Handel's 
Messiah  and  other  seasonal  music.  8 
pm.  150  Eureka  St.  863-4434. 

DEC.  13:  The  Paul  McCandless  Quar¬ 
tet  and  Ian  Dogole's  Global  Fusion 
music  ensemble  play  an  evening  of 
IMPROVISATIONAL  dialogues.  8:15 
pm.  Noe  Valley  Music  at  Noe  Valley 
Ministry,  1021  Sanchez  St,  454-5238. 

DEC.  14:  The  Ina  Chalis  Opera  Ensem- 
bie  performs  Amahi  and  the  Night  Visi¬ 
tors  a\  a  HOLIDAY  PARTY  for  children. 

1 1 :30  am.  Community  Music  Center, 
544  Capp  St.  647-6015. 

DEC.  14:  Voci  Women's  CHAMBER 
CHOIR  sings  works  by  Stravinsky,  Per- 
sichetti,  and  Thomson.  2  pm.  Noe  Val¬ 
ley  Chamber  Music  at  the  Noe  Valley 
Ministry,  1021  Sanchez  St.  282-2317. 


DEC.  16:  Modern  Times  Bookstore 
hosts  a  POETRY  READING  by  Jorge 
Argueta  and  Neeli  Cherkovski.  7:30  pm. 
888  Valencia  St.  282-9246. 

DEC.  16  &  JAN.  20:  The  Noe  Valley 
Library  shows  FILMS  for  children  3  to 
5. 10  &  11  am.  451  Jersey  St.  695-5095. 

DEC.  17:  The  Mission  Library's  HOLI¬ 
DAY  PARTY  and  crafts  program  starts  at 
5  pm.  2601  Mission  St.  695-5090. 

DEC.  18:  Alvarado  School's  "Celebra¬ 
tion  of  Light"  WINTER  FESTIVAL  fea¬ 
tures  student  performances.  9:30  am. 
625  Douglass  St.  695-5695. 

DEC.  19:  Noe  Valley  Ministry's  TREE 
TRIMMING  and  Christmas  caroling  start 
at  6  pm.  1021  Sanchez  St.  282-2317. 

DEC.  19:  Lick-Wilmerding  High 
School  presents  a  Winter  Extravaganza 
Instrumental  MUSIC  CONCERT  with  the 
Chamber  Orchestra  and  the  Advanced 
Jazz  Ensemble,  7:30  pm.  Ehrer  Theater, 
755  Ocean  Ave.  333-4021,  ext.  341. 

DEC.  20:  Why  is  kitty  climbing  the 
Christmas  tree?  Feline  behaviorist  Kate 
Gamble  leads  a  three-hour  CAT  BEHAV¬ 
IOR  class  at  the  SPCA.  2500  16th  St. 
Call  for  time  and  to  register,  665-5559. 

DEC.  20:  The  S.F.  Klezmer  Experience 
and  monologist  Josh  Kornbluth  perform 
a  CHANUKAH  concert.  8:15  pm.  Noe 
Valley  Music  Series  at  the  Noe  Valley 
Ministry,  1021  Sanchez  St.  454-5238. 


R  Y 


DEC.  21:  Bethany  Church's  community 
CHRISTMAS  CELEBRATION  begins 
with  a  potiuck  at  6  pm  (bring  a  dish  to 
share),  followed  by  a  candlelight  con¬ 
cert,  7  pm.  1268  Sanchez  St.  647-8393. 

DEC.  24:  A  Christmas  Eve  CANDLE¬ 
LIGHT  SERVICE  of  song  and  story  at 
the  Noe  Valley  Ministry  begins  at  7  pm. 
1021  Sanchez  St.  282-2317. 

DEC.  25:  Noe  Valley  Ministry's 
CHRISTMAS  COMMUNION  is  at  10  am. 
1021  Sanchez  St.  282-2317. 

DEC.  25:  Bring  a  dish  to  share  (no 
meat,  fish,  or  eggs)  to  Integral  Yoga's 
Christmas  CELEBRATION  and  potiuck. 

1 0  am-2  pm,  770  Dolores  St.  821  -1117. 


DEC.  30:  The  Mission  Library  offers  a 
New  Year's  CRAFT  workshop  for  ages  3 
to  13. 3  pm.  2601  Mission  St.  695-5090 

DEC.  31:  Celebrate  at  Cafe  du  Nord’s 
New  Year's  Eve  SURREALIST  COSTUME 
BALL,  modeled  after  Parisian  art  student 
celebrations  of  the  1930s.  2170  Market 
St,  861-5016. 

DEC.  31:  Welcome  1998  at  Noe  Valley 
Ministry's  NEW  YEAR'S  EVE  Prayer  Ser¬ 
vice.  7  pm.  1021  Sanchez  St,  282-2317. 


DEC.  31:  Integral  Yoga  Institute's  ecu¬ 
menical  SERVICE  of  chanting  and  medi¬ 
tation  brings  in  the  new  year  8:30  pm  to 
midnight;  a  light  dinner  will  be  served 
at  7:30  pm.  770  Dolores  St.  821-1117. 

DEC.  31  &  JAN.  1:  The  Community 
Music  Center  Orchestra  performs  a  New 
Year's  CONCERT  feafurmg  Beethoven's 
Ninth  Symphony.  Wed.,  10  pm;  Thurs., 

4  pm.  544  Capp  St.  647-6015. 

JAN.  3:  Cuban  pianist  Omar  Sosa  per¬ 
forms  an  eclectic  CONCERT  with  per¬ 
cussionist  John  Santos.  8:15  pm.  Noe 
Valley  Music  Series  at  the  Noe  Valley 
Ministry,  1021  Sanchez  St.  454-5238. 

JAN.  10-31:  CAREER  COACH  Anita 
Zeidman  offers  four  Sat.  workshops,  10 
am-noon.  Call  282-5989  for  details. 

JAN.  12:  The  Randall  Museum's  Cine/ 
Club  shows  Stanley  Kubrick's  1971  cult 
classic  about  a  band  of  feenage 
sociopaths.  A  Clockwork  Orange.  7  pm. 
199  Museum  Way.  864-2026. 

JAN.  16,  23&30:TheB&B's 
SQUARE  DANCE  Club  offers  classes 
from  7:30  fo  9  pm.  Do-si-do  to  the 
Ebenezer  Lutheran  Church,  678  Portola 
Drive  (across  from  Tower  Market).  Call 
566-3563, 681-4843,  or  731-1712. 

JAN.  17:  CHINESE  LION  DANCERS 
perform  at  the  Noe  Valley  Library  in  cel¬ 
ebration  of  Chinese  New  Year.  3  pm. 

451  Jersey  St,  695-5095. 

JAN.  17:  The  Noe  Valley  Music  Series 
presents  the  BOX  SET  DUO  in  concert. 
8:15  pm.  Noe  Valley  Ministry,  1021 
Sanchez  St.  454-5238. 

JAN.  24:  Eastern  European  women’s 
chorus  KITKA  performs  at  8:15  pm.  Noe 
Valley  Music  Series  at  the  Noe  Valley 
Ministry,  1021  Sanchez  St.  454-5238. 


JAN  31:  Rent  a  table  at  James  Lick 
School's  FLEA  MARKET  and  benefit  the 
Band  and  PE.  departments.  8  am-3 
pm.  Call  Brian  Charron  at  282-1864. 

JAN  31:  Storyteller/author  BRENDA 
WONG  AOKI  performs  "Tales  of  the 
Pacific  Rim”  to  celebrate  Chinese  New 
Year  Month.  Noon.  Main  Library,  Koret 
Auditorium,  100  Larkin  St,  863-1719. 


February  Calendar 
in  a  Nutshell 

The  weighty  tome  you  hold  in  your 
hands  is  our  last  issue  for  1997. 
The  Voice  wW  be  on  vacation  until 
New  Year's.  Then  we’ll  start 
squirreling  away  items  for  our 
February  1998  issue,  hitting  the 
streets  Wednesday,  Feb.  4. 

But  if  you  are  hosting  a  Valentine’s 
Day  Dance,  staging  an  Open  Mike, 
or  planning  a  Mutt  March— in 
February — feel  free  to  go  ahead 
and  send  in  your  notice  (deadline: 
Jan.  15).  Our  address  is  Noe 
Valley  Voice,  1021  Sanchez  St., 

San  Francisco,  CA  94114.  Or  you 
can  email  us  at  jaxvoice@aol.com. 

If  you  have  questions  or  last- 
minute  changes,  call  Calendar 
Editor  Karol  Barske  at  285-6347.  □ 
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T-oui^+ait^s  •  T-r*ames  •  Swi+ckplafes 

3ooks  •  yVla0Kefs  •  Pur*Kvifur*e 

•  ^Necklaces  •  3r*acelets 

Silk  &.  WovekA  Scar*ves  •  (Sar'ds 

T^ikA0S  JV[e.y\  Si.  Womeia 

Vases  •  J\Augs  •  T^la+es  Si.  Bowls 

Country  Cooking  from  Around  the  World 
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We  Skip 

Happy." 

We  (Sift  Wrap 

—  Patricia  Unterman 

San  Francisco  Examiner 

We  make  your  Holidaze  T~urv! 

%  Out  of  Hand 

Valencia  at  22nd  415-824-1222 

1303  Castro  at  24th 
826-3885  •  Open  7  days 

V  J 
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30  Days  for  $30 

(new  students  only) 

Edison  School,  22nd  &  Dolores 
M  6pm,  Tu/Th  5:30  &  6:45pm,  W  6:30  pm.  Sat  9  &  10:15am 


For  more  info  call  415  661-6364  or  1-800  FIT  IS  IT 


4077  -  24th  St.  (Next  to  Post  Office)  SF,  CA  94114 


Tel.  (415)  824-7318  •  Fax  (415)  824-0848 

•  Color  Film  Processing  - 1  Hour  Service 

•  Color  Enlargement,  Family  Portrait 

•  Copy  Old  Photo,  Wedding  Photography 

•  Passport,  Green  Card  and  Visa  Photos 

•  Print  from  Slides  and  Negatives 

^  Black  &  White  Development  ^ 

Keys  Made  •  Fax  Service 
^  Photo  Mugs  •  Photo  Tee  Shirts  ^ 

Open 

Monday  to  Friday  9:00  am  -  6:30  pm 
Saturday:  10:00  am  -  6:30  pm  •  Sunday:  10:00  am  -  5:00  pm 


CONVENIENT  24  HOURS  RLM  BOX 
AT  THE  FRONT  DOOR 


Michelle  Bourgault,  MD 

Obstetrician/Gynecologist 


@ 

St.  Luke's 
Women's  Center 

Noe  Valley  Oefice 


•  Board  Certified 

•  Gynecology 

•  Menopausal  Services 

•  Infertility 

•  Laparoscopic  Surgery 

•  Medical  education  from  the 
University  of  California, 

San  Francisco,  Medical  School 


Dr.  Bourgault  lives  in  Noe  Valley  and  understands  the  health  needs 
and  concerns  of  the  women  who  live  here. 

Dr.  Bourgault  is  available  to  see  patients  in  her  office  at  1580  Valencia, 
Suite  508  and  also  in  Dr.  John  Pierce’s  office  at  3700  24th  Street  (at  Dolores). 

Most  Private  Insurance  Accepted 
Medi-Cal  and  Medicare  Welcome 

If  you  would  like  to  make  an  appointment 
or  would  like  more  information,  please  call 
Dr.  Bourgault  at: 

Noe  Valley  Office  (415)  285-4490 
Valencia  Office  (415)  285-0448 


A  Part  of  St.  Luke’s  Health  Care  Center  and  Affiliated  with  St.  Luke’s  Hospital. 


|?)©^©ur 
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Winter  Classes  in  Noe  Valley 
YOGA  START 

8 -9;  15  a.m. 

Tuesdays,  begins  Jan.  6 
Fridays,  begins  Jan  9 
Fora  dear,  strong  start  to  your  day. 


CHAIR  YOGA 

4-5  p.m. 

Wednesdays,  begins  Jan.  1 4 
For  people  with  Fbromyalagia, 
Joint  pain,  and  other 
physical  challenges.';. 

SOUND  &  WISDOM 

7.00-8: 15  p.m. 

Tuesdays,  begins  Jan.  6 
Toning,  chanting,  and  yoga 
philosophy  for  mental  clarity. 

The  above  classes  are  eight  weeks. 


YOGA  -  BREATHE  &  MOVE 

Start  anytime,  Wednesdays,  6  p.m. 

FOCUS  CLASSES 

Lower  back,  neck  and 
shoulder  classes. 

Private  lessons  also  available. 

NEW  DAWN 
YOGA  THERAPY 
415.285.1831 
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THE  ANIMAL 
COMPANY 


Celebrating 
Our  20th  Season! 


GIFT  PACKAGES  for  your  favorite  companions 
Pre-packaged  treats  —  or  bag  &  wrap  your  own  selections 

Handfed  PAR. . .  ^  &  cage  combination  package 

Singing  CANARY  &  cage  combination  package 
GOLDFISH  &  bowl  combination  package 

647-8755 

Easy  parking  •  Visa  •  MasterCard 
4298  24th  Street  at  Douglass,  San  Francisco,  CA  94114 


To  our  friends  in 


We  would  like  to  extend  our 
warmest  holiday  wishes  and  a 
big  thanks  for  your  year-round 
support.  Without  you,  wed  be 
just  another  kid's  store! 


^  Annual  Holiday  Sale 

20%  Off  All  Vitamins,  Bodycare  &  Books 


This  holiday  we’re  the  one  stop  shop  for  all  your  healthful  holiday  gifts, 


7  Decl2, 13, 14 

Come  In  And  Stock  Up 


Shop  Early!  Pre-orders  and  holds  are  encouraged, 


••pius: 

Each  piece  of  Henri  Hutin  Brie  Couronne  you  buy 
enters  you  in  our  Decerrt)er  20th  raffle  to 
win  a  $50  Gift  Certificate 
•  •  .  ^  form  the  Real  Food  Company  ^  * 


Opend  Daily  9am  -8pm 

Call  282-9500  or  come  by  our  store  at  3939  24th  Street 
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Share  the  Spirit  of  the 
>n  with  Others! 

MALL  FRYS 

is  workins  with  the  SF  AIDS  Foundation  this  holiday 
season  to  brins  joy  to  children  dealing  with  AIDS.  Anyone 
who  brings  in  new  toys  or  new  books  to  donate  to  the 
SF  AIDS  Foundation  will  get  $5.00  off  any  purchase. 


The  staff  a/ SMALL  FRYS  wishes  you  the  peace  of  the  season. 

4066  24th  Street  in  the  Heart  of  Noe  Valley 

Children’s  sizes  0  to  7.  Open  7 days  a  week. 

We  ship  via  UPS.  (415)  648-3954 


Come  See  SANTA  and  his  ReindGGF  DOQ  at 

im 

December  16-18  &  22-23:  6  pm  to  7:30  pm 
December  24:  Noon  to  4  pm 

4001  24th  Street  (at  Noe) 

San  Francisco,  California  94114  415  •  282  •  7861 


1298  Church  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA  94114 
642-1556 
or  282-8445 

9  am-6  pm 
Monday- Saturday 

Closed  Sunday 

Come  see 

Jerry,  Stephanie  &  Mike 


PiHtical  stiatfgies  to  simplify  youi  life 
Homes  and  home  businesses 


Organizing  Solutions] 


Simplifiiig  your  life 
Organizing  your  home 
filing  fj  paperwork 
Haking  the  most  of  your  space 

Allison  Van  Norman 


Ptionetrfax  -  t(lS.86A,6558 


Of  !Mj^giC  &  ^4 


1431A  Castro  St  at  25th,  550-7577 


Nahasdzaan  Bikaagl  Taa  axtsogdo' 

Hozhtjo  dooieex  Pax  Regniret  Super  Terrain 

)!)»(/ ) 
Che  la  pace  possa  regnaxe  suUa  terra 

Moge  Fried  auf  Erden  sein 

Legyen  beke  a  foldon 

Sanay  Manatile  Ang  Kapayapaan  Sa  Mundo 
MAH  NOH  TAH  BISON  TAM  GOT-EMAH 
AHKEENG  KOGHIK _ ^  if 

Puisse  la  Paix  regner  dans  le  Monde 

Ai  Oy/iei  Mnp  HCJioBciccTiiy  ee  bcbm  Miipe 

Niech  ludzkosc  swiata  zyje  w  pokoju 

TUWA  KWATSI  ES  LOOMA  EYESNI 

Al  je  vzdy  mir  na  zemi  niDiK  •'by  017U' 

Ma  det  vaere  fred  pa  jorden 
Que  La  Paz  Prevalezca  En  La  Tierra 

Amani  Iwe  ul  mwenguQi  9  J’  ?  V  ^  7  ^  ? 
NGUYEN  HOa  BINH  DEN  VOI  NHAN  LOAI 

Se  pou  LAPE  tabli  toupatou  sou  te  a 

MS  fred  herske  pa  jorden 

Moge  vrede  heersen  op  aarde 

Sanay  Manatili  Ang  Kapayapaa  Sa  Mundo 
Ja-we-on  Tha-yo-jeoK  Yoe-d^-geh 


Tff'VSlIL  09{,Ei4!R!p{ 


Party  Trays  and  Gift  Baskets 

We  send  Gift  Baskets  &  Gourmet  Food  Items  anywhere 

)  nnommo 

^  ^ogourmcl^^d^ 

(415)  282-0081 

649  Diamond  Street  at  Elizabeth 

Monday-Friday  10-7,  Saturday  10-4  (Closed  Sunday  and  Holidays) 

Try  our  meatball  or  Italian  sausage  sandwiches! 
HOMEMADE  ITALIAN  AND 


GOURMET  DISHES 

Take  it  home  and  just  heat  &  eat 

VISA  . 

C^WRCRANE 


Office  Supplies,  Art  Supplies,  Gifts  eind  ra®re . 


Office  2u|)pliee  •  Art  Supplies  •  Sfatioriaty  Sets  •  Santio  Gifts 
Paper  Dolls  •  Pictute  Postcards  •  Colot  Copies  •  E/VJ  Copies 
Desktop  Publishing  •  Rubber  Stampes  (bring  in  your  own  desig  or 
choose  from  our  large  selection)  •  Business  Cards  •  Laser  Printouts 


3957  24th  street 
San  Francisco,  CA  9411 4 


Monday  -  Saturday 
Sunday 


9  AM  -  6:30  PM 
11  AM-  5:00  PM 


Tel:  415-285-1387 
Fax:  415-285-3518 
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Readers  Ride  Out 
1997 


Handled  briefly  and  then  recycled,  newsprint  is  perhaps  our  most 
ephemeral  medium — unless  it  contains  the  ink  of  the  Noe  Valley 
Voice.  Then  it  becomes  an  icon,  a  badge,  and  a  traveling  companion 
providing  comfort  and  confirmation  of  home. 


Looking  for  an  undisturbed  read,  Church  Street  resident  Ann  Carey  took  the  Voice  to  the 
highest  point  in  the  continental  U.S.:  the  14,494-foot  peak  of  Mt.  Whitney,  California. 


The  St.  Philip’s  Social  Club  knows  how  to  have  fun.  On  their  recent  bus  trip  to  Reno,  the 
group  gathered  around  a  copy  of  the  Voice  before  heading  off  to  the  shows  and  buffets. 


•JRead  it  again.  Bob!”  Bob  Rocchio  recently  took  a  break  from  the  Casbah  in  Casablanca 
Morocco,  to  peruse  his  copy  of  the  Voice.  He's  now  back  home  searching  for  Moroccan 
coffee  beans  on  24th  Street. 


Dale  Miller  (in  white  hat)  wanted  to  absorb  the  living  history  of  the  Vithala  Temple  in  the 
southern  Indian  city  of  Hampi.  But  his  tour  guide,  D.V.  Kumar,  was  temporarily  distracted 
by  the  newspaper  the  co-owner  of  Noe  Valley  Music  was  carrying. 


From  24th  Street  to  the  Western  (Wailing)  Wall  in  Jerusalem,  Joyce  Newstat  couldn’t  be 
without  her  copy  of  the  Voice  this  past  September. 


Thank  you,  dear  readers,  for  distributing  us  around  the  world 
(without  an  Internet)  and  for  returning  safely  to  the  neighborhood. 
Your  letters  and  photos  have  helped  make  it  a  good  year  for  us. 
Keep  on  trekking,  and  we’ll  have  a  great  1998. 


These  31  hardy  Noe  Valleons  spent  a  week  in  August  at  that  favorite  outdoor  destination: 
Camp  Mather — with  plenty  of  copies  of  the  Voice  to  share.  Photo  by  Diane  Flynn. 
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A  holiday  solution  for  you  from 
American  Pro  petty  Exchange 


SHORT-TERM  HOUSING 

for 


MSITORS 


elatives  visiting  for  the  holidays  and  there's 
no  spare  room} 

(3^ut  of  town  guests  arriving  and  there's  no 
room  at  the  inn? 

We  have  the  perfect  solution  for  you. 
^^urnished  daily,  weekly  and  monthly  rentals. 


call  us  today 

AMERICAN  PROPERTY 
EXCHANGE 
(415)  447-2000 

AMPROPEX@AOL.Gom 

WWW.We-Rent-SanFran.Gom 


American  Property  Exchange  has  over  fourteen  years  experience 
in  finding  short-term  housing  for  vacation  and  business  travelers  to  San  Erancisco.  Whether  your  guests  are 
staying  for  a  week  or  a  month  or  more  we  can  find  the  perfect  place! 

Let  us  put  our  experience  to  work  for  you  and  yours.  Call  us  today  for  details. 


i"' 


^UriE.  j-oz  a  afumgs? 

^z.y  dindy  dPiua  at 

i  dduJX 

cSezuLos  cSafon. 
■cSjiEaiafLzin^  in  zeUoxui^  ipa 
psdiaiLZSi  Sr  ^oot  maao^E. 
aazylia  nadi,  odoz. 

cdfEoltfty,  nabxzaf  maniauzEi.. 
cdltt  aotiiufiaiioni 
aompfimEntazy . 

64S-5161 

/40;  daitxo  at  ^£.X5£jj 


^  IPeace,  . 

1 

Love  <aiic 

1  nine 

.ersfanc 

ling  ^ 

"©i^cover  a 

I\}ew'  "Place 
to  ^l]Op 


Join  us  in  celebrating  the 
opening  of  our  flagship 
retail  store  in  the  heart  of 
San  Francisco.  Shop  early  for 
the  best  selections. 


GOODWILL 

1580  Mission  Street,  San  Francisco 

(corner  of  Mission  and  So.Van  Ness) 

1-888-4  GOODWILL 


an 
y.ou 

to  our  advertisers  for 
their  generous  support 
during  the  past  year. . . 
from  the  publishers 
and  staff  of  the 
Noe  Valley  Voice, 

IS  k  ik  em 

and  our  readers  a  very 
kappT^  and  keallk'^ 


Store  Hours 

Monday  thru  Saturday 

9  AM’S  PM 

Suiutay  1  1am-  6  pm 


Law  Offices  of 
Thellen  Levy 

Family  Law 
and 

Family  Mediation 

4031  23rd  Street 
(415)  282-9640 


Noe  Valley  Practice  Since  1979 
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cou>uieu. 

BANKeRD 


Expect  the  best. 


Rudy  Paul  Jewelers 

FINE  JEWELRY  AND  WATCHES 

Full  Service  Repair  Department  •  37  Years  Experience 

MONEY  TALKS!  SEE  ME  FOR  A  FINE  DEAL  ON  FINE  JEWELRY. 

3915C  24th  Street  415  641-4720 


More  of  the  Last 

Readers 
Of  1997 


Illuminate  the  Skin's  Healfl|Ai$  Holiday  Season 

u>/t/7  our  introductory  ESSENTIAL  utilizing  mood-lifting 

essential  oils  with  LASH  TINTING  an|i^yEBROW  SHAPING 
for  only  qq 

Make  Peace  with  Difficult  Skin,  try  our  i^seBNERAxiNG  peels. 

AGGRESSIVE  ACNE  TREATMENTS  &  SPIRAL  SKIN  TREATMENTS 


for  coarse,  dry  and  wrin^gd-sUftn 


This  Season,  Be  Brilliant!  Give  the  (fit  of  Healthy  skin  with 

exclusively  from  Sofia 

^  Q%  off  first-time  Electroly^si^^ointments 

(it's  comfortable,  ejfecttve  aWifst^cr) 

Sofia  is  conveniently  located  in  Noe  at  ^$48  22"^  Street 
41$)  824  zm^ 

Visa  &  MC  accepted  pleases  present  this  AOVERTISEMENtAt  TIME  Op  YOUR  VISIT  offer  eipirci  12/15/97 


Loyal  reader  and  lifelong  Noe  Valley  resi¬ 
dent  Tracy  E.  Cronin  felt  right  at  home  in 
Ireland  this  summer.  But  she  kept  a  copy  of 
the  Voice  handy  for  quick  mind  journeys 
back  to  the  USA 


Look  out  behind  you!  The  awesome  views 
of  the  Annapurna  Range  of  the  Himalayas 
in  Nepal  couldn’t  stop  Diamond  Street’s 
Sandi  Risser  from  burying  her  nose  in  the 
Noe  Vd/tey  Voice. 


After  the  theft  of  her  luggage  in  Brindisi,  Italy,  Lily  Hollis  was  left  with  only  her  snapshots 
of  the  Parthenon  in  Athens.  The  record  of  the  rest  of  her  trip — toting  the  Voice  from 
Berlin  to  Vienna — is  in  the  hands  of  a  stranger  at  a  photomat  somewhere  in  Europe. 


Brother  Matthew  exults  at  the  dog  sled  delivery  of  the  Noe  Valley  Voice  held  by  Julie 
Stevenson  of  Church  Street.  Anchorage,  Alaska,  is  a  little  short  on  coffee  emporiums 
where  you  can  pick  up  free  community  newspapers. 


Ready 


to 


meet 


your 


real 


needs! 


estate 


It  takes  more  than  a  sign  to  sell  your  home. 

I  offer  you  the  knowledge  and  experience  needed  in 
today  s  active  market  -  plus  local,  nationwide  and 
international  marketing.  Call  me  today  to  learn  more. 


L^^isch 

Real  Estate  Broker  Associate 
11-year  Noe  Valley  resident 
2633  Ocean  Avenue  •  San  Francisco,  CA 

(415)  334-1880 

betty@taisch.com 
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Comprehensive  Medical  Care 
in  Your  Neighborhood 


Internal  Medicine  and  Family  Practice  Physicians  Serving  Noe  Valley,  Bernal  Heights,  &  the  Mission  Districts. 
All  doctors  board-certified  and  trained  at  the  University  of  California  or  Harvard  Medical  Schools. 


Kenneth  Barnes,  M.D. 

Internal  Medicine 

Gary  Birnbaum,  M.D. 

Family  Practice 

Barbara  Bishop,  M.D. 

Family  Practice 

Thomas  Bodenheimer,  M.D. 

Internal  Medicine 


Bay  West 
Family 
Health  Care 

f 


John  Cranshaw,  M.D. 

Internal  Medicine 


Angelica  Silverman,  M.D. 

Family  Practice' 

Nicole  Lederman,  M.D. 

Family  Practice 


Sara  Syer,  M.S.,  PA.-C. 

Physician  Assistant 


550-0811 

1580  Valencia  Street  Suite  201  San  Francisco.  Call  for  an  appointment. 

We  accept  City  Health  Plan,  Medicare,  Aetna,  Blue  Cross,  Blue  Shield,  HealthNet,  PruCare,  Cigna,  and  many  other  health  insurance  plans. 

Staff  speaks  Spanish,  Tagalog,  and  Russian, 

Serving  the  community  for  17  years  with  adult,  pediatric,  and  women’s  health  services* 
Members  of  Brown  and  Toland,  the  premier  medical  group  in  the  City. 

Please  mention  that  you  saw  this  ad  in  The  Noe  Valley  Voice 


What’s  your  most  critical 
financial  need? 


•  College  saving? 

•  Selecting  investments? 

•  Saving  for  retirement  ? 

•  Mongages  and  credit? 

•  Cutting  taxes? 

•  Protecting  your  family’s  assets? 


Whatever  your  age  or  financial  need,  Merrill  Lynch  has  more  ways  to 
make  your  financial  plan  work  for  you  than  any  other  firm.  One  of  our 
Financial  Consultants  can  help  you  develop  an  individualized  financial  plan 


^  Architecture  &  Planning 


Remodeling,  additions,  and  new  buildings 

Local  practitioner;  neighborhood-specific 
design 

Variance  applications.  Planning  approvals, 
and  Building  Permits 

Free  initial  consultation:  What  do  you 
have  in  mind.!’ 


Stephen  P.  Johnston,  AIA 

249  Fair  Oaks  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA.  94110 
(415)  282.6344 


PAST  LIFE  RESRESSION  THERAPV 

When  have  you  known  them  before?  W/ho  were  you? 
Wfhere  were  you?  When  were  you?  Wlhat  did  you  learn? 
How  is  that  YOU  influencing^  you  NOW? 

IMAGINE ...  the  Learning,  the  Healing,  the  Growth! 


and  specific  strategies  appropriate  for  your  needs,  asset  level  and  risk 
profile.  If  you’re  concerned  about  your  financial  future,  call  one  of  the 
numbers  below  for  more  information  on  achieving  your  financial  goals. 
Because  the  difference  is  planning. 

The  difference  is  Merrill  Lynch. 


510-208-3823  or  1-800-937-0725 
Attn:  Chris  Young 
Email:  Chris_Young@ml.com 


Merrill  Lynch 

A  tradition  of  trust. 


Michael  C.  Pollack,  Ph.D.,  CCHT 
CALL  for  a  Free  consultation  (415)  759-8630 


Landscapes  &  Tree  Care 

NO  JOB  TOO  BIG  OR  TOO  SMALL 

Call  Us  Today! 

566-5536 

Landscape  Design  &  Installation 
Fences  •  Decks  •  Retaining  Walls  •  Frost  Damage  Repair 
Drainage  &  Irrigation  •  Drought  Tolerant  Plants 
Transplanting  •  Nightlighting 

Complete  Tree  Service  •  Certified  Arborist 
Grown  Reduction  •  Pruning  •  Trimming  •  Reshaping 
Removals  •  Tree  Flealth  Maintenance  •  Insured 

Free  Estimates  Over  16  Years  Experience 
Reasonable  Rates  Satisfaction  Guaranteed 


O  1996MerriBLyM4,PieRC,FeuerdcS«ii(hlB<»r|>oraced.  McnbcrSIPC. 


Licensed  &  Bonded  CA.  Lie.  #562324  10%  OFF  WATER  CONSERVING  DRIP  SYSTEMS 
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Florences 

FAMILY 

ALBUM 

Illustrated  Reminiscences 
by  Florence  Holub 


An  Unforgettable 
Story 

On  the  Swedish-speaking  west  coast 
of  Finland,  a  church  in  the  small 
town  of  Vora  has  been  the  heart  of  the 
farming  community  for  centuries.  My 
father,  bom  in  Vora  in  1 888,  often  told 
his  children  what  an  important  role  this 
church  played  for  the  townspeople.  It 
was  the  center  of  religious  and  social 
life,  as  well  as  the  place  where  births, 
marriages,  confirmations,  and  deaths 
were  carefully  recorded.  My  father’s 
parents  and  siblings — three  brothers 
and  a  sister — were  all  laid  to  rest 
beneath  a  black  marble  tombstone  in  the 
town  graveyard,  which  lies  in  the 
shadow  of  the  church. 

His  three  brothers  died  young,  fol¬ 
lowed,  much  later,  by  his  mother  and 
father.  His  sister,  Marie,  then  found  her¬ 
self  alone  and  having  great  difficulty 
coping  with  a  recession  that  had  swept 
over  Finland.  When  my  father,  by  then  a 
widower,  invited  her  to  live  with  him  in 
San  Francisco,  she  was  delighted. 

Although  already  in  her  50s,  Marie 
was  bright  and  determined  to  learn  Eng¬ 
lish,  her  adopted  language.  She  took  a 
class  geared  especially  for  immigrants 
and  did  so  well  that  she  became  the 
teacher’s  pet.  Outside  of  class,  however, 
she  found  it  harder  to  communicate. 

She  was  often  tongue-tied  at  social 


occasions,  so  she  asked  me  to  help  her 
out.  Whenever  we  attended  a  family 
gathering  and  there  would  be  a  lull  in 
the  conversation,  I  was  instructed  to 
turn  to  her  and  say,  “Would  you  like  a 
cigarette?’’  Marie  would  respond  with 
the  phrase  she  had  memorized  in  class: 
“No  tank  you,  I  don’t  smoke.’’  Pleased 
with  herself,  she  would  then  content¬ 
edly  sit  back  and  listen,  trying  to  absorb 
the  words  and  ways  of  her  new  country. 

Marie  learned  so  fast  that  before  long 
she  began  studying  for  the  test  to 
become  a  naturalized  citizen.  We  were 
impressed  with  her  retentive  mind,  for 
she  could  soon  correctly  recite  the 
names  of  every  American  president, 
rattling  off  “Yeorge  Vashington,  Yohn 
Adams,  Toemas  Yefferson,  Yames 
Madison,”  and  so  on  down  the  list  until 
she  came  to  “Yeneral  Eisenhower,”  who 
had  just  taken  office. 


When  she  got  to  the  fxjint  where  she 
could  express  herself  easily,  she  told  me 
a  remarkable  story  that  had  been  passed 
down  orally,  from  generation  to  genera¬ 
tion,  by  the  inhabitants  of  Vora.  It  went 
something  like  this: 

In  1517,  the  German  theologian  Mar¬ 
tin  Luther  published  his  theses  attacking 
the  papal  sales  of  indulgences  (forgive¬ 
ness  for  sins).  This  sparked  a  religious 
revolution  that  split  Europe  in  two,  with 
Catholics  eventually  dominating  the 
south  and  Reformers  the  north. 

In  the  northern  town  of  Vora,  the 
church  priest  was  still  Catholic  and  had 
been  dispensing  indulgences  for  a  price. 
In  fact,  he  was  becoming  so  prosperous 
that  an  indignant  member  of  the  congre¬ 
gation  devised  a  scheme  to  divest  him 
of  his  wealth. 

This  wily  individual  approached  the 
priest  and  begged  him  to  allow  an  indul¬ 


gence  for  a  crime  he  had  not  yet  com¬ 
mitted!  It  was  an  unusual  request,  but 
the  priest  granted  it,  never  suspecting 
that  the  crime  would  be  perpetrated 
upon  himself! 

As  .soon  as  he  had  paid  the  priest,  the 
absolved  sinner  drew  out  a  concealed 
knife  and  murdered  his  pardoner.  He 
had  intended  then  to  rob  the  priest  of  his 
money,  but  an  observer  who  had  been 
concealed  in  a  dark  comer  of  the  chapel 
cried  out,  causing  him  to  flee  from  the 
church  and  into  the  woodlands  beyond. 
There  he  hid  for  many  days,  hungry  and 
tearful,  until  his  mother,  who  had  been 
searching  at  night,  found  him.  She 
returned  with  bread  and  cheese,  and  a 
sharp  knife  to  slice  it.  Then  she  left  him 
alone  again. 

To  occupy  the  long  hours  of  solitude, 
the  man  used  his  knife  to  whittle  the 
trunk  of  a  fallen  tree.  As  the  enormity  of 
his  crime  began  to  gnaw  at  his  con¬ 
science,  the  trunk  began  to  take  on  a 
human  form.  During  the  following 
weeks,  he  was  a  man  ob.sessed — cut¬ 
ting,  gouging,  and  paring.  When  his 
mother  came  back  with  more  food,  she 
was  astonished  to  see  what  her  son  had 
carved:  the  body  of  the  crucified  Christ! 

At  his  mother’s  urging,  the  man 
returned  to  the  church,  full  of  contrition, 
and  offered  up  the  work  of  art  as  an  act 
of  atonement.  The  townspeople  pro¬ 
claimed  it  a  masterpiece,  but  whether 
the  church  would  accept  or  display  the 
work  of  such  a  wicked  person  was  a 
matter  of  great  debate.  They  finally 
decided  to  suspend  the  statue  within  the 
sanctuary,  but  at  a  discreet  distance 
from  the  altar,  about  30  feet.  This  is 
where  it  has  hung  ever  since. 

In  1971,  when  my  father  and  I  were 
summoned  to  Finland  to  settle  the 

Continued  on  Next  Page 
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NOE  VALLEY  -  SAN  FRANC  I S  C  0 


deasofi 


3899  24TH  STREET  (at  Sanchez)  -  SAN  FRANCISCO  CA  94114 
Phone  (41  5)  648-1057  Fax  (41  5)  824-1843 


V  F  Fhat  are  the 
qualities  you  should 
look  for  in  a  Real  Estate  Company? 

A  company  with  a  nationwide  reputation 

Top  notch  marketing  including  Internet  advertising 
for  24-hour  exposure  of  your  home 

100%  management  support  for  its  agents 

A  dynamic  office  with  agents  representative  of 
San  Francisco's  diverse  communities 


If  you  want  to  buy  or  sell  a  home, 
or  to  join  the  outstanding  team  at 
Coldwell  Banker,  call  me  today. 

Qiem  Tilling. 

Certified  Residential  Broker 
Branch  Manager 

2633  Ocean  Avenue  •  San  Francisco,  CA 

(415)  334-1880 

www.coldwellbanker.com 
sflakeside  @  coldwellbanker.com 
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Take  a  new  friend  to  dinner  on  usl!!! 

Friends  Dine  Free  M  -  Th,  5:30  -  6:30 

The  FUN  place  to  dine  with  friends  •  Call  for  details 


4109  24TH  STREET.  SAN  FRANCISCO.  415  821-1515 


San  Francisco 's  newest  nursery  is  now  open... 


BIUE-PE1H15M 


Nursery  •  Garden  Supplies 

A  hidden  garden  oasis  in  the  back  will  please 
the  eye  and  inspire  the  soul!  Bedding  plants, 
perennials,  roses,  shrubs,  grasses,  and  trees 
available. 

1330  Ocean  Avenue,  San  Francisco 


(415)  334-7401 


The  City's  first  choice  for  sushi  and  Japanese  dining 


Hamano  Siuhi 

SUSHI  BAR  AND  JAPANESE  RESTAURANT 


Our  sushi  bar  offers  the  greatest  selection 
of  the  freshest  sushi  in  town 


Open  7  days  a  week 


1332  Castro  Street  (at  24th  Street) 
826-0825 


Donf  sweat  home  financing. 


Vll  go  the  distance  for  you. 


Jessica  Lanning 


1902  Van  Ness  Ave.,  3rd  Floor 
San  Francisco  94109 

(415)  292-1999 

Purchases  •  Refinances  •  Equity  Lines 


Florences 

FAMILY 

ALBUM 


Continued  from  Previous  Page 

family  estate,  1  noted  how  the  church 
dominated  the  landscape. 

Standing  before  it,  1  felt  awed  by  its 
soaring  spire  and  the  massive  dignity  of 
the  wooden  building.  Above  the  tran¬ 
som,  etched  in  Swedish,  were  the 
words:  “Founded  in  1624  under  the 
reign  of  King  Gustaf  II  Adolfs. 

Enlarged  to  a  cross  church  in  1777 
under  Gustaf  the  III.” 

As  we  approached  the  entry  gate  in 
the  stone  wall  that  surrounded  the 
church  property,  I  was  puzzled  by  the 
sight  of  a  short  metal  ladder  fastened  to 
the  wall,  just  off  to  one  side  of  the  gate. 

The  ladder’s  purpose  was  later 
divulged:  Only  people  without  sin  were 
allowed  to  enter  the  formal  gateway  to 
the  church.  Those  who  had  fallen  from 
grace  were  not.  But  even  a  criminal  had 
the  right  to  be  buried  in  the  town’s  only 
graveyard.  The  ladder  was  thus  installed 
to  allow  the  caskets  of  sinners  to  be 


hoisted  over  the  wall. 

Every  Sunday,  we  attended  services, 
held  in  Swedish.  1  understood  only  a 
few  words,  but  feasted  my  eyes  upon 
the  array  of  ancient  and  medieval  arti¬ 
facts  that  would  be  the  envy  of  any  art 
museum. 

We  went  to  church  with  Marie’s  best 
friend,  devout  Sister  Linnea,  who  was 
also  a  nurse,  administering  comfort  to 
the  sick  in  body  as  well  as  in  spirit.  The 
first  time  she  accompanied  us,  she 
pointed  out  the  hanging  crucifix,  whose 
carved  figure  of  Christ  appeared  to  have 
been  covered  in  gesso  and  painted  in 
oils.  Then  she  told  us  the  same  story 
about  its  origin  that  Marie  had. 

When  she  finished,  I  thoughtlessly 
commented  that  I  did  not  believe  such  a 
polished  work  of  art  could  have  been 
created  by  the  hands  of  a  completely 
untrained  person.  I  soon  regretted  my 
words,  however,  for  they  clearly  upset 
Sister  Linnea.  She  fiercely  defended  the 
story,  arguing  that  the  men  of  Finland 
had  always  been  extremely  skillful  in 
working  with  wood,  and  in  this  case, 
their  hands,  with  the  help  of  God,  had 
performed  a  miracle! 

I  said  no  more,  but  continued  to  pon¬ 
der  the  tale.  It  seemed  obvious  that  the 
wood  had  been  refinished  at  a  later  date 
by  some  professional  artist.  It  also 
seemed  likely  the  fable  had  been 
invented  by  zealous  Protestants  who 
wished  to  discredit  the  entrenched 
Catholics.  But  then,  since  it  happened 
so  long  ago,  perhaps  the  story  had  been 
embellished  over  time. 

I  have  now  come  to  believe  that  since 
the  good  people  of  Vora  accept  the  tale 
as  irrefutable  truth,  it  should  not  be 
questioned.  Besides,  it  does  make  for  an 
incredibly  good  story. 

I  only  vish  our  dear  Marie  were  here 
to  tell  itf'  □ 


Electric 

(415)  648-2609 

Michael  Ballingali 


License  No.  479313 


Affordable  Rates 

243  Chenery  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA  94131 


We  Operate  Our  Own 
Macintoshes 
on  Premises 

and  elsewhere 
to  bring  you  the  best  in 
Reader  Satisfaction. 

We  hope  you  enjoy  the  show! 

the  Voice  Editors 


m  f^©E  mim 

with  Francois  Lozier 

Saturday  Mornings 

9:00- 1 0:25am  (intermediate) 

10:35  -  12:00pm  (^en./bc^.) 

Systematic  alignment,  strengthening, 
stretching,  active  and  restorative  poses, 
breath  work,  sound  and  deep  relaxation. 

1589  Sanchez  St.  (at  29th) 
415-642-9987 


/  make  house  calls 


Beth  Kershavy,  Realtor 


•  Creator  of  the  Glen  Park 


Service  Directory 
•  Glen  Park  Homeowner 

Your  Glen  Park  Connection 

550-1302  ext.  215 
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MORE  GROUPS  TO  JOIN 


Amnesty  International  Group  80 

Contact:  Lauren  Fondahl,  587-7299 
Mailing  Address:  562  Bright  St., 

San  Francisco,  CA  94 1 32 
Meetings:  First  Thursday  of  month,  Noe 
Valley  Ministry,  1021  Sanchez  St.,  7:30  p.m. 
Castro  Area  Planning  +  Action 
Linton  Stables,  541-0344,  ext.  230 
E-mail:  capa@home4us.org 
Meetings:  Second  Thursday  of  month. 
Eureka  Valley  Recreation  Center, 

100  Collingwood  St.,  7:30  p.m. 

Diamond  Heights  Community  Association 

Contact:  Robert  Dockendorff,  826-3867 
Mailing  Address:  P.O.  Box  31529, 

San  Francisco,  C A  94131 
Meetings:  First  Thursday  of  the  month, 

7:30  p.m.  Call  for  location. 

Dolores  Heights  Improvement  Club 
Contact:  Amy  Powell,  647-4228 
Mailing  Address:  3732  21st  St., 

San  Francisco,  CA  94114 

Meetings:  Bimonthly;  membership  meetings 

semi-annually.  Call  for  details. 

Duncan  Newburg  Association  (DNA) 
Contact:  Evelyn  Martin,  826-6734, 

Keith  Eickman,  282-8988, 

Dennis  Downing,  647-0937,  or 
Deanna  Mooney,  821-4045 
Mailing  Address:  560  Duncan  St., 

San  Francisco,  CA  94131 

Meetings:  Held  periodically.  Call  for  details. 

East  &  West  of  Castro  Street 

Improvement  Club 

Contact:  Paul  Kantus,  647-3753 

Mailing  Address:  492  Douglass  St., 

San  Francisco,  CA  94114 

Meetings:  First  Wednesday  of  month,  Noe 

Valley  Library,  451  Jersey  St.,  7:30  p.m. 

Eureka  Valley  Promotion  Association 
Contact:  Lion  Barnett,  255-3428 
Mailing  Address:  P.O.  Box  14137, 

San  Francisco,  CA  94114 
!  Meetings:  Third  Thursday  (except  July, 
August,  and  December),  Eureka  Valley 
Rec  Center,  100  Collingwood  St.,  7  p.m. 

Fair  Oaks  Neighbors 
Contact:  Paul  Nixon,  647-5183 
Mailing  Address:  163  Fair  Oaks  St., 

San  Francisco,  CA  94110 
Meetings:  Call  for  details. 

Fairmount  Neighborhood  Association 
Contact:  Susan  Nutter,  285-8484 
Mailing  Address:  78  Harper  St., 

San  Francisco,  CA  94131 

Meetings:  Held  periodically  at  Upper  Noe 

Rec  Center,  Day  &  Sanchez,  7  p.m. 


Friends  of  Noe  Valley 
Contact:  Helen  Crowell,  282-2461 
Mailing  Address:  4250  26th  St., 

San  Francisco,  CA  94131 
Meetings:  Second  TTiursday  of  month, 

Noe  Valley  Library,  45 1  Jersey  St.,  7:45  p.m. 
La  Leche  League  of  San  Francisco 
Contact:  Susan  Condon,  282-7816 
Mailing  Address:  P.O.  Box  460566, 

San  Francisco,  CA  94146-0566 
Meetings:  Third  Thursday  of  month.  Upper 
Noe  Rec  Center,  Day  &  Sanchez,  12:15  p.m. 

Liberty  Hill  Neighborhood  Association 
Contact:  Barbara  Russell,  v.p.,  285-4782; 
John  Barbey,  pres.,  695-0990; 

Mailing  Address:  3288  21st  St.,  Box  44, 

San  Francisco,  CA  94110 

Meetings:  At  least  quarterly.  Call  for  details. 

Noe  Valley  Democratic  Club 
Contact:  Dave  Monks,  821-4087 
Mailing  Address:  1652  Dolores  St.  #6, 

San  Francisco,  CA  94110 

Meetings:  Second  Wednesday  of  month,  Noe 

Valley  Ministry,  1021  Sanchez  St.,  7:30  p.m. 

Noe  Valley  Merchants  and  Professionals 
Association 

Contact:  Robert  Roddick,  pres.,  641-8692 
Mailing  Address:  Robert  T.  Roddick,  Noe 
Valley  Law  Offices,  P.O.  Box  460574, 

San  Francisco,  CA  941 14-6003 
Meetings:  Last  Wednesday  of  month.  Bank 
of  America,  24th  &  Castro,  9  a.m. 

Noe  Valley  Senior  Center 

Call  648-1030  for  lunch  reservations. 

Mailing  Address:  1021  Sanchez  St., 

San  Francisco,  CA  94114 
Meetings:  Lunch,  Mon.  -  Fri.  (donation 
$1.50),12:30  p.m.  Discussion,  arts  and 
crafts.  Wed.  &  Fri,  10:30  a.m. 

Noe  Valley  Ministry,  1021  San-chez  St. 

Outer  Noe  Valley  Merchants 
Contact:  Jim  Appenrodt,  641-1500 
Mailing  Address:  294  29th  St., 

San  Francisco,  CA  94131 
Meetings:  First  Monday  of  month, 

St.  Paul’s  Church  cafeteria,  3  p.m. 

Upper  Noe  Neighbors 
Contact:  Janice  Gendreau,  641-5989 
Mailing  Address:  403  28th  St., 

San  Francisco,  CA  94131 

Meetings:  Every  other  month.  Upper  Noe 

Rec  Center,  Day  &  Sanchez.  Call  for  specifics. 


Estate  Jewelry,  Watche^i,  Fine  Art 
Antique**  e3  Collectible** 


3870  24th  Street 
415.648.3307 
pager:  415.809.6300 


We  Buy 
High  Grade 
Watches  &  Jewelry 


Fine  Watch  e3  Jewelry  Repair 
Engraving,  Watch  Batterie**  e3  Band** 


Change 
the  course  of 
music  history. 

Hearing  loss  has  altered  many  careers  in  the  music  industry. 
H.E.A.R.  can  help  you  save  your  hearing.  A  non-profit  organization 
founded  by  musicians  and  physicians  for  musicians,  music  fans  and 
other  music  professionals.  H.E.A.R.offers  information  about  hearing 
loss,  tinnitus,  testing,  and  hearing  protection.  For  an  information 
packet,  send  $10.00  to:  H.E.A.R.  P.O.  Box  460847  San  Francisco, 
CA  94146  or  call  the  H.E.A.R.  24-hr  hotline  at  (415)  773-9590. 


HfARING  EDUCAIION  AND  AWARENESS  fOR  ROCKERS 


Live  in  Rockridge  and  Work  in  San  Francisco 

6231  Chabot  Road 

a  five  minute  stroll  to  the  Rockridge  BART  station 
19  minutes  to  S.F. 

Enjoy  privacy,  space  and  a  garden  of  mature  fruit  trees. 


I  ^  V 


•  Penthouse  Master  Bedroom  Suite  with  wood  burning  fireplace 
Downstairs  -  3  bedrooms,  1  bath 

•  Large  formal  dining  room  and  living  room  with  fireplace 
Potential  for  separate  live/work  loft 

Offered  at  $425,000 

Graham  Carter 
(510)  845-0200 

Prudential  California  Realty 
2855  Telegraph  Avenue 
Berkeley,  Ca  94705 


Is:::  TIME 

f  Carol  Robinson,  EA 

iaUmn 

Xjl  Members:  National 

#13  of  Enrolled 

•  Individual 

•  Small  Business  Consulting 

•  Partnerships 

•  Tax  Planning 

•  Corporations 

•  Fiduciary 

Call  for  an  appointment  TOD  A  Y! 

300  Vicksburg  Street  #1,  SF  821-3200 

(corner  of  24th  near  Church  St.)  Notary  Public  Service 

ORIT  YMitI 

interior  exterior  painting 
f  a  n  X 

siudio  415  822  1057  home  415  826 
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Custom  pRAMiNq  ancI  Do-It-YourseIF 


Great  Prices  on  IHetal  Frames 

Colors;  Anodic,  Black,  Malt  Black,  Silver, 
Frosted  Silver,  Gold,  Frosted  Gold,  Qmpagne, 
Contrast  Gray  White  &  Pewter 


Available  In.  BlacH  -  Natural  -  Mahogany 
Includes:  Frame,  Glass  &  Backing 

“  RegMlar  Sale 

■  91Ze  p^ce  Price 

■  11  X  14  45.75  19.95 

■  14  X  IS  60.00  24.95 

a  16  X  20  70.00  29.95 

■  20  X  24  80.00  34.95 

B  22  X  28  90.00  39.95 

B  24  X  30  100.00  49.95 

24  X  36  110.00  54.95 

30  X  36  120.00  61.95 

•  30  X  40  140.00  64.95 


E-Mail:  frames@back2picture.com 
llteb:  ufuiuj.back2picture.com  / 


^^ndscoi 


QUALin  USED  FURNITURE 


announces 


le  Holiday  Sale! 


20%  DISCOUNT  ON  ENTIRE  STOCK 

Thousands  of  collectables  to  choose  for  gift  giving: 

Fine  furnishings,  rugs,  mirrors,  paintings,  china,  crystal,  silver,  porcelain  items  and  bric-brac. 


Open  Mon-Sot  10:30-6  •  Sun  1 1-5  Easy  Parking! 

2501  Irving  Street  at  the  corner  of  26th  Avenue 
Call  731-2717  or  731-0758  •  Fax  731-0734 


NOE^S  BAR 

Noe  Valleys  Original  Sports  Bar 


Satellite 

Dish! 


Pi  Seven 
Screens! 


Located  at  the  corner  of  24th  &  Church 
49er  Faithful,  come  cheer  with  us! 

282-4007 


415  642  5800 

Let  us  consult  on  your 
garden  project. 


■  Noe  Valley  *  Bernal  Heights  *  Potrero  Hill  *  Misson  *  Marina  *  Sunset  *  Nob  Hill  *  South  of  Market  *  Castro  ■ 
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Good  Vibrations 

A  clean,  well-lighted  place  to 
buy  vibrators,  massage  oils, 
books  about  sexuality  and 
other  fun  things.  Rent  or 
buy  from  our  carefully 
chosen  selection  of 
erotic  videos. 

1 2 1 0  Valencia  St.,  at  23rd 
Open  7  days,  I  lam-7pm 
974-8980 
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Pacific  Family  Practice 
1734  Church  St.  (at  Day) 

Phone:  920-2700 
Appointments:  202-9837 
Noe  Valley  is  now  home  to  a  satellite 
medical  clinic  affiliated  with  California 
Pacific  Medical  Center.  As  the  name  im¬ 
plies,  Pacific  Family  Practice — staffed  by 
a  team  of  two  doctors,  a  nurse  practi¬ 
tioner,  and  a  medical  assistant^ — is  a  fam¬ 
ily  practice  that  is  open  to  all  ages. 

“We  call  it  womb-to-tomb  care,”  Dr. 
Sophia  Mirviss  says  with  a  smile.  “We’re 
a  continuity  care  provider — we  see  people 
over  a  period  of  time.  We  see  a  lot  of  multi- 
generational  families,  which  we  love.” 

Pacific  Medical  Practice  started  in  Pa¬ 
cific  Heights  about  15  years  ago,  and  a 
branch  clinic  is  still  there  today  (at  2300 
California  St.).  ANoe  Valley  branch  orig¬ 
inally  opened  in  the  30th  Street  Senior 
Services  building,  as  a  multicultural  med¬ 
ical  clinic  with  a  focus  on  geriatric  care. 
The  local  clinic  moved  to  Church  Street 
last  March. 

The  clinic  has  continued  its  elder  care 
role  and  still  offers  bilingual  re.sources 
(Spanish  and  Cantone.se),  but  it  has  ex¬ 
panded  to  include  more  women’s  and 
family  health  care.  “We  do  almost  every¬ 
thing  but  obstetrics  and  deliveries,”  says 
Mirviss.  “We  like  to  see  the  global  pic¬ 
ture  of  a  family’s  health,  and  we  try  to  ap¬ 
preciate  the  whole  person,  not  a  group  of 
component  pieces.  We’re  providing  top- 
rate  medical  care. 

“We’re  very  low-key,”  she  adds. 
“We’re  part  of  the  neighborhood.”  In¬ 
deed,  it  might  be  easy  to  miss  the  unas¬ 
suming  storefront  next  to  the  Coin  Wash 
&  Dry,  though  the  office  inside  is  sur¬ 
prisingly  spacious.  Dr.  Mirviss  and  Dr. 
Rosanna  Chow  are  both  Noe  Valley  resi¬ 
dents,  and  Kathy  McKeon,  the  group’s 
medical  assistant,  also  works  at  Little 
Italy  Restaurant. 

Nurse  practitioner  Mary  Lawrence 


By  Anne  Gates 


Storetrek  is  a  regular  feature  of  the  Voice 
profiling  new  shops  and  businesses  in 
the  neighborhood.  This  month  we  intro¬ 
duce  a  Balinese  arts  shop  in  “Downtown” 
Noe  Valley  and  a  medical  clinic  located 
on  outer  Church  Street. 


Rumah  Sorga/Heaven’s  House 
3961-1/2  24th  St.  (at  Noe) 

642-9303 

Australian  sisters  Felicity  and  Fiona 
Jan  brightened  24th  Street  when  they 
opened  their  shop  Rumah  Sorga  on  Sept. 
24.  A  lavishly  decorated  orange  and  pur¬ 
ple  stairway  leads  customers  past  the 
wind  chimes  into  the  small  storefront  un¬ 
der  17  Reasons,  in  the  middle  of  the 
block  between  Sanchez  and  Noe  streets. 
(The  space  was  formerly  occupied  by 
Chocolate  Covered,  which  moved  a  few 
doors  up  24th  Street  last  January.) 

Rumah  Sorga,  which  is  Indonesian  for 
“Heaven’s  House,”  presents  a  wide  se¬ 
lection  of  arts,  crafts,  and  jewelry  from 
Bali.  Co-owner  Fiona  Jan,  who  is  based 
in  Los  Angeles,  has  been  traveling  to  Bali 
for  more  than  10  years,  scouting  the  is¬ 
land  for  new  handicrafts  to  import. 

Co-owner  Felicity  Jan  says  her  sister 
often  strays  off  the  beaten  path  to  dis¬ 
cover  unique  crafts  and  little-known  arti¬ 
sans.  A  new  shipment  of  merchandise  is 
expected  to  arrive  in  early  December,  she 
adds,  and  the  shop  is  likely  to  showcase 
bamboo  furniture  in  the  future. 

Felicity  Jan  and  store  manager  Jennifer 
Peters  staff  the  incense-scented  shop. 
Among  their  special  wares  are  the  festive 
paper  lanterns  for  $12,  colorful  batik 


Felicity  Jan  (left)  and  Jennifer  Peters  revere 
the  treasures  from  Bali  at  Rumah  Sorga  on 
24th  Street.  Photos  by  Beverly  Tharp 

sarongs  for  $26,  and  exotic  sparkling 
bead  and  fabric  lamps  ranging  in  price 
from  $150  to  $250  (“we’re  the  first  to 
have  these  on  the  West  Coast,”  says  Jan). 

Bamboo  candleholders,  about  three 
feet  tall,  go  for  $15  to  $20.  A  set  of  three 
rattan  and  wood  trays  sells  for  $45.  But 
the  most  entrancing  item  in  the  shop  may 
be  the  silver  Buddha  statue  for  $350. 

Rumah  Sorga  also  offers  a  variety  of 
natural  Indonesian  soaps,  lotions,  salts, 
and  bath  oils  in  popular  scents  like 
vanilla-coconut.  The  toiletries  can  be  pur¬ 
chased  individually  or  in  gift  sets  in  hand¬ 
made  boxes  or  bags  for  $  1 6  to  $40.  Hand¬ 
crafted  silver  jewelry  is  priced  at  $150  to 
$250,  and  glass  jewelry  runs  $20  to  $30. 
In  the  “must-see”  category  are  the  giant 
acrylic  bead  necklaces  and  the  speckled 
coconut-shell  chopsticks. 

Rumah  Sorga/Heaven’s  House  is  open 
Monday  through  Friday,  11  a.m.  to  8 
p.m.;  Saturday,  10  a.m.  to  7  p.m.;  and 
Sunday,  1 1  a.m.  to  7  p.m. 


Sophia  Mirviss  and  Mary  Lawrence  Hicks 
(seated,  I.  to  r.)  share  a  “doctor’s  office"  on 
Church  Street  with  (standing)  Kathy  McKeon, 
Rosanna  Chow,  and  Jessica  Laval. 


Hicks  usually  focuses  on  annual  physi¬ 
cals,  minor  illnesses,  and  health  educa¬ 
tion  and  preventive  care.  She’s  also  de¬ 
veloping  her  knowledge  of  herbal, 
homeopathic,  and  alternative  therapies. 

Mirviss  points  out  that  Noe  Valley  has 
some  wonderful  alternative  treatment  fa¬ 
cilities,  from  massage  therapists  to  yoga 
clas,ses.  She  says  Pacific  Medical  Practice 
refers  patients  to  these  resources  as  nec¬ 
essary.  Should  the  services  of  a  full  hos¬ 
pital  be  required,  the  clinic  will  turn  to 
California  Pacific  Medical  Center,  or  oc¬ 
casionally  to  the  University  of  California 
San  Francisco  Medical  Center. 

Pacific  Family  Practice  accepts  most 
insurance  plans.  TTie  clinic  is  open  Mon¬ 
day  through  Friday,  9  a.m.  to  noon  and 
1:30  to  5  p.m.  To  schedule  an  appoint¬ 
ment,  call  202-9837.  □ 
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Classic 
Chrome 
Bar  Blender 


YASHICA  m 
Water  Resistant 
Point  &  Shoot  I 

U  SUPER 
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Flex  Integral 
Rechargeable 
Shaver 

1  AA 


1 00%  Natural 
Sheepskin  Slippers 

List  $68. 


A&JOSL 
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8  Cup  French 
Press  AM 

#1928-36  Z7 


"Sidestreet"  Sunglasses 

List  96. 


UKC  Classic,  water 
resistant  watch- 
es  uitb  easy  to 
read  faces.  Swiss  made. 

The  "Original" 

#2000 


WoeinicA 

Polarfleece 

Pullover 

Compare 
at  $62. 


Beeswax 

Candles 


The  Years  Best  Cookbooks 

Marthq  Stewart's  Tlie  Joy  of  Cookiog 
Healthy  Quid  Cook  1^^535  24. 
^$32.50  26.  ch«port„,c^^ 
VegetobleHyveo  ,705 

Usl  $27.50  It. 


Burt's  Bees 

Earth  Friendly 
Natural  Personal  i 
Care  Products 

Complete  selection  of  skin 
care,  herbal  &  bath  products. 


sonicare 

Sonic 

Toothbrush 

by  Optiva  #p$-i 


ChE2  PANISSE 

COOKING 


San  Francisco 

401  Bayshore  BIvcJ. 
(415)  285-5244 

S.F.  Hours 


San  Rafael  Berkeley 

863  E.  Francisco  Blvd.  7th  at  Ashby 
(415)  459-3533  (510)  845-3000 


Mon-Fri,  I0am-7pm 
Weekends,  1 0am-6pm 


Enors  subiect  to  coneciion  Limned  to  stock  on  hand  Ad  expires  U  2't  97 
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Therapy  Groups 
for  Women  Only 


•  Oiiti^row  your  chiUhooii  wounds — 
understand  how  your  past  experiences 
affect  your  present. 

•  Learn  how  to  successfidty  communi¬ 
cate  and  he  connected  to  others. 

•  Grow  in  a  rich  &  supportive  setting — 
an  affordable  setting  to  do  therapy. 

GROUPS  AVAILABLE 

Lesbian  Only  Groups 
Mixed  Women’s  Groups 
Individual  &  Couple  Appointments 
Also  Available 


Noe  Valley  Location 


Chez  Touchatt,  lcsw,  mfcc 
(415)  821-6039 

NOW  ACCEPTING  NEW  MEMBERS 
Lie  MFC01 6090  LCS  1 3829 


(SHANTA 

CADPENTDY 

CONSTPUCTION 

Since  1974 
A  remodeling 
A  kitchens  7  baths 
•A  elec.  /  plumbing 
A  Victorian  restor 
A  repair  /  dry  rot 
A  additions 
Lk.  No.  442870 


foundalion  l,o  finish 


821  -4091 


A  guardian  lion  eyes  those  passing  by 
on  Sanchez  Street.  Photo  by  Jack  Tipple 


This  Year,  Recycle  Your  Tree  at  the  Curb.  ¥ 


Curbside:  Your  first  recycling  day  after  January  4th,  by  6  a.m. 

Apartments  &  Businesses:  Your  street's  first  residential 
recycling  day  after  January  4th,  by  6  a.m. 

•  Trees  only!  No  bases  (metal  or  plastic),  ornaments, 
tinsel,  painted  or  flocked  trees.  Do  not  put  your 
tree  in  a  plastic  bag. 

•  Trees  on  the  curb  on  other  days  will  become 
trash. 

'  If  you  need  to  recycle  your  tree  before  or  after 
your  designated  TreeCycling  day,  or  for  more 
information,  call  the  San  Francisco  Recycling 
Program  Hotline  at  554-RECYcle. 


fc;: 


HUNGRY  JOE’S 

FOOD  TO  GO 

BREAKFAST  SERVED  ALL  DAY! 


Our  new  «»ekend  special  ~  Eggs  Ben^lct,  Eggs  Blackstoiie 
Our  special  during  weekdays  —  2  eggs  &  homemade 


Try  our  Fruit  Pancakes  and  Waffles  •  Omelettes  are  our  Specialty 
1748  Church  Street  (at  Day)  282-7333 
Mon.-Fri.  6:30-2:00  p.m.  Sat  7:30-2:00  p.m.  Sun.  8:00  a.m.-2:00  p.m. 


FREE  DELIVERY 

WITHIN  35  MINUTES  OR 
PICKUP  IN  15  MINUTES 

821-4600 

City  Search.Com/SFO-Twin  Peaks  3392 

3392  24TH  ST. 

(AT  VALENCIA  STREET) 

SAN  FRANCISCO.  CA  94110 

695-9200 

City  Search.Com/SFO-Twin  Peaks  1681 

1681  CHURCH  ST. 

(CORNER  OF  29TH  STREET) 
SAN  FRANCISCO.  CA  94131 

We  redeem  any 
competitor's  coupon 

HOURS 

11AM  -  11PM  Sunday  through  Thursday 
1 1AM  -  midnight  Friday/Saturday 


I  $3  OFF  X-LRC  /  $2  OFF  LRC  /  $1  OFF  MED  I 

j  Minimum  Three  Toppings  Not  valid  with  j 
I  side  orders.  Please  mention  coupon  when  | 
I  ordering.  Offers  cannot  be  combined.  | 

I _ I 


Now  Featuring 
Champion  Sweats 
and  NBA  Jerseys 


CLASSY  SWEATS 


4068  24th  Street  •  824-3417 


I '  Workout  and 
;  Casual  Wear  for 
T  Men  and  Women 
at  Popular  Prices 


Merry  Christinas  &  Happy  New  Year 

FROM  THE  STAFF  OF 

NOE  VALLEY  DELI 

Celebrating  Our  18th  Year 

* 

Featuring  for  your  Holiday  Pleasure: 

Homemade  Salads  ^  Fresh  Turkey  &  Roast  Beef  Cooked  Daily  4^  Falafel 
Hot  &  Cold  Sandwiches  Grilled  Chicken  4^  Shawarma 
American  &  Middle  Eastern  Foods  ^  Middle  Eastern  Vegetarian  Party 
Trays  and  Spanakopita  Trays  at  special  prices 

Catering  ^  Ready-to-go  Service 

4007  24th  Street  Call  Karim  824-8373 

STEVE  LAU 

ATTORNEY  AT  LAW 

345  FRANKLIN  STREET  SAN  FRANCISCO 

CRIMINAL  LAW 

ALL  FELONIES  AND  MISDEMEANORS 

FORMER  PUBLIC  DEFENDER 

415  241  7297  24  HOURS 


M.  Susan  Hughes 


Real  Estate  Broker 


R 


direct  line 


2 


UJ 


664-9175x233 


m 
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How  ‘Jewels’ 
Created  Her 
Musical  Gems 
For  Kids 


By  Erin  O’Briant 

Folksinger  Julia  “Jewels”  Blagden  is 
glowing.  “I’m  going  to  have  a  permanent 
smile  on  my  face  all  the  way  through 
Christmas,”  she  says. 

That’s  because  the  37-year-old  Church 
Street  resident  just  returned  from  riding 
in  the  Macy’s  Thanksgiving  Day  Parade. 
She  grinned  and  waved  at  the  crowds,  and 
hummed  along  to  tunes  from  her  new 
children’s  CD,  Jewels  and  the  Gems:  The 
Ruby  Red  Album. 

“I  was  a  honey  bear  on  the  Mother 
Goose  float,  and  my  music  was  playing 
from  the  loudspeakers.  NBC  even  broad¬ 
cast  the  album  on  TV  as  the  float  went  by,” 
beams  Blagden.  Despite  the  high  winds, 
she  heard  cheers  from  family  and  friends. 
“I  was  bom  in  Manhattan.  This  was  kind 
of  a  homecoming  for  me.” 

But  she’s  glad  to  be  back  in  Noe  Valley, 
her  home  for  the  past  three  years  and  the 
oyster  for  her  pearl  of  singing  career. 

“I’m  just  so  grateful  to  the  store  own¬ 
ers  in  Noe  Valley,  I  can’t  thank  them 
enough,”  says  Blagden.  “They  really  took 
a  chance  on  me.” 

She’s  referring  to  shops  like  Little 
Bean  Sprouts,  Small  Frys,  Cover  to 
Cover,  and  Streetlight  Records,  all  of 
which  agreed  to  carry  her  new  CD. 

On  Saturday,  Dec.  6,  Little  Bean 
Sprouts  will  host  a  special  “Jewels”  sing- 
along.  Kids  under  7  are  particularly  in¬ 
vited  to  the  concert,  which  kicks  off  at  1 1 
a.m.  at  3961  24th  St.  (across  from  Bell). 

Blagden  says  she’ll  perform  most  of 
the  13  “gems”  on  her  album,  including 
“Eency  Weency  Spider,”  “On  Top  of 
Spaghetti,”  and  “I’ve  Been  Working  on 
the  Railroad.”  She’ll  also  lead  a  chorus  of 
“Jingle  Bells”  and  any  other  holiday  re¬ 
quests  the  children  might  have. 

The  Ruby  Red  Album  was  mixed  at 
Live  Oak  Studio  in  Berkeley  and  pro¬ 
duced  by  Blagden’s  own  record  label. 
Sparkling  Records.  “Jewels”  does  the 
lead  vocals  £ind  harmonies,  and  is  ac¬ 


Julia  “Jewels”  Blagden  rode  the  Mother  Goose  float  in  Macy’s  Thanksgiving  Day  Parade  and 
bounced  along  to  tunes  from  her  new  children’s  CD.  Photo  by  Charles  Kertrtard 


companied  by  live  and  synthesized  in¬ 
struments  (mostly  piano  and  strings) 
arranged  by  co-producer  Joe  Francis. 

Blagden  says  one  of  her  biggest  influ¬ 
ences  is  Joni  Mitchell,  but  her  style  is  of¬ 
ten  compared  to  ’60s  pop  star  Carole 
King.  In  her  live  performances,  she  and 
her  young  audiences  sing  and  clap  along, 
and,  of  course,  walk  their  fingers  “up  the 
water  spout.” 

Album  listeners  will  note  some  un¬ 
usual  twists  to  the  classic  children’s 
songs.  For  example,  Blagden  uses  a  Julie 
Andrews-type  accent  on  the  rhythmic 
“Grandfather’s  Clock.”  And  her  version 
of  “Eency  Weency  Spider”  includes  two 
new  original  verses.  Still,  the  traditional 
folk  songs  like  “Drill  Ye  Tarriers,  Drill!” 
and  “Amazing  Grace”  are  wonderfully 
melodic  and  will  appeal  to  all  ages. 

“I  put  songs  on  my  album  that  parents 
would  like  too,”  she  says,  “because  the 
kids  will  want  to  hear  it  over  and  over. 
This  album  is  really  aimed  at  the  whole 
family.  It’s  something  fun  to  do  in  the  car. 
And  it  gives  grandparents  something  to 
do  with  their  grandchildren  too.”  The  lyr¬ 
ics  are  included  on  the  album  jacket,  for 


THE  NOE  VALLEY  MUSIC  SERIES 

at  the  Noe  Valley  Ministry  1021  Sanchez  near  23rd 

No  smoking,  all  ages  welcomel  ALL  CONCERTS  BEGIN  AT  8:15  PM 

Sat.  Dec.  13  PAUL  McCANDLESS/ 

IAN  DOGOLE  QUARTET 

featuring  Bill  Douglass  &  John  R.  Burr 
plus  Uanring/Kassin/Darter  Trio  siOadv/stidoor 

Sat.  Dec.  20  THE  S.  F.  KLEZMER  EXPERIENCE 

A  Chanukah  Concert  Celebration 
M.  C.  Josh  Komblulh  snadv/suitoor 

Sat.  Jan.  3  OMAR  SOSA  &  JOHN  SANTOS 

$12Bdv/$14door 

S3t  Jan.  24  KITKA  sis  §(iv/$i5  door 

Seniors  (over  65)  and  children  (under  12  and  accompanied  by  an  adult)  1/2  price  at  the  door. 

Call  454-5238  for  information. 

Advance  Tickets  available  at  Streetlight  Records  •  3979  24th  Street  •  282-3550 
Visit  our  Website  at  www.noevalleymusicseries.com 


Larry  Kassin 


tVv  u  s  I  c  S  / , 


COMMUNITY/  MUSIC-CENTER 


learn  to  make  MUSIC! 

Private  lessons  in  29  instruments  .  Theory  Classes  .  Performing  Ensembles 
All  Ages  &  Skill  Levels  *  Fees  on  Sliding  Scale 

415/647  6015  FOR  A  FREE  CATALOG  CALL  NOW  415/2214515 


544  Capp  St 
San  Francisco  CA  94110 
www.sfmusic.org 


Richmond  District  Branch 
74T30th  Ave 
San  Francisco,  CA  94121 


those  who  may  have  forgotten  the  words. 

According  to  Blagden,  Noe  Valley  is 
the  ideal  spot  to  try  out  new  songs  for 
children.  “Families  in  Noe  Valley  really 
care  about  their  kids’  education  and  en¬ 
tertainment.  People  are  starved  for  this 
type  of  music.  There’s  just  not  that  much 
good  quality  kids’  music  out  there.” 

She  has  no  children  of  her  own,  but  “I 
loved  singing  in  the  car  when  I  was  grow¬ 
ing  up.  And  I  used  to  be  a  teacher — I’ve 
always  been  involved  with  kids.” 

Blagden  sang  while  attending  college 
at  Vassar  in  New  York,  and  even  released 
her  first  album  —  this  one  aimed  at  a 
grownup  audience — with  an  a  cappella 
student  chorus  there.  She  dropped  her 
music  studies,  however,  after  graduating 
with  degrees  in  education  and  interna¬ 
tional  management. 

After  a  stint  teaching  first  and  second 
grade,  a  year  as  an  English  teacher  in  the 
People  s  Republic  of  China,  and  several 
years  of  seven-day-a-week  management 
jobs,  Blagden  decided  to  resume  her  mu¬ 
sical  career  in  1994.  “I  started  singing 
again  and  found  that  I  had  really  missed 
it.”  Her  voice  teacher  also  pushed  her  to 


do  something  creative  with  her  talent. 

Within  a  couple  of  years,  Blagden  felt 
she  had  acquired  enough  expertise  to 
record  and  produce  her  own  album.  “I 
quit  my  last  job  in  January  of  1997,  and 
the  album  came  out  in  August  1997.  The 
whole  time  I’ve  been  both  recording  and 
marketing  it.” 

Since  then.  Ruby  Redhas  really  started 
to  shine.  It’s  selling  well  on  the  East 
Coast,  says  Blagden,  and  the  San  Fran¬ 
cisco  Symphony  just  bought  500  copies 
to  give  as  gifts  to  the  children  of  bene¬ 
factors  at  its  “Deck  the  Halls!”  concert 
Dec.  6.  Blagden  has  also  been  invited  to 
perform  for  the  International  Diplomacy 
Council  on  Dec.  13. 

This  fall  she  led  singalongs  at  Barnes 
and  Noble  bookstores.  “I  was  prepared 
for  everything,”  she  said  of  her  first  ap¬ 
pearance,  “except  for  looking  out  at  40  to 
50  pairs  of  little  eyes,  staring  back  at  me 
like  I  was  a  genie  coming  out  of  a  bottle. 
But  the  kids  absolutely  loved  it!” 

The  Macy’s  gig  was  another  bonus.  “I 
went  to  them  to  pitch  my  album,  hoping 
they’d  sell  it  in  their  stores,  but  they  liked 
it  so  much,  they  wanted  me  in  the  parade!” 

After  the  holidays,  she’ll  start  work  on 
the  sequel:  the  Emerald  Green  Album. 
scheduled  to  roll  out  .sometime  in  1998. 
For  information  about  the  entire  line  of 
Sparkling  Records,  give  “Jewels”  a  call 
at  282-7448.  Or  come  see  that  charmed 
smile  at  Little  Bean  Sprouts  this  Saturday. 

□ 


Kids  All  Around 

FAMILY  DAY  CARE 


Araceli  "Chefy"  Lozada,  director 
LICENSE  #  380506442 

•  Credentialed 

•  CPR  &  First  Aid  Certified 

•  Licensed 
•FT&  PT 

•  Nutritious  Meals 

•  2  Languages: 

English  &  Spanish 


824-2403 


Open  House 

Saint  Philip's  School 

665  Elizabeth  Street  (near  24th  and  Diamond  Streets) 

In  the  Heart  of  Noe  Valley 

Friday,  December  12, 1997  +  3:00  pm  to  4:00  pm 

Open  Enrollment  Children  of  all  religions  and 
ethnic  backgrounds  are  welcome 

Curriculum  Highlights  Science  Program  and  Lab, 

PE  Specialist,  Choral  Music,  On-Site  Counselor 

Extended  Care  On-site  extended  care  is  available 
for  students  in  the  morning  begiiming  at  6:30  am 
and  in  the  afternoon  until  6  pm. 

Accreditation  WASC 

PMjp's  graduates  hold  excellent  records  of  acceptance 
to  the  high  school  of  their  choice  such  as  St.  Ignatius,  Sacred 

'  ^^*naculate  Conception  Academy,  Riordan, 

Lick  Wilmerding,  and  Lowell. 

Peg  Rybicki,  Principal  •  Fr.  Michael  Healy,  Pastor  415/824-8467 
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General  Dentistry 

JorAiiults  and  Children 

Cosmetic  Dentistry 
Evening  and  Saturday  Appointments 
Insurance  Plans  Welcomed 

Sylvia  Jimenez,  d.d.s.  Cynthia  Tong,  d.d.s.  Steven  Czekala,  d.d.s. 


4 1  62  24th  Street  647-6000 


Irene  Kane  Photography 


Capturing  dynamic,  memorable  intage<i  of  your 
Wedding,  Anniver,*ary,  Bar  or  Bat Mitzvah,  Corporate  Event 


Quality  Photography  ~  Sen’ing  Noe  Valley  and  the  Bay  Area  ,tince  1981 

821-7369 


Washington  Slept  Here  but  four  boys  from  our  area,  including  Ryan  Lionberger,  were 
just  visiting  Valley  Forge,  Pa.,  as  part  of  the  National  Boy  Scout  Jamboree  in  August.  They  also 
constructed  a  25-foot  replica  of  the  Golden  Gate  Bridge.  Photo  courtesy  of  Sara  Segal 


RESTAURANT 

HUNAN  AND  MANDARIN  STYLE 

Open  for  Lunch  and  Dinner  ¥  Serving  a  Fuil-range  Chinese  Menu 
Take-out  Available  if  We  use  no  MSG 

Lunch  entrees  from  $3.95  served  with  soup  and  rice 

Open  for  Lunch  Monday  -  Saturday  11-3 

Serving  Dinner  Monday  -  Thursday  11  -9:15 
Friday  -  Saturday  11-10 
Sunday  12:30-9:15 

1 500  Church  Street  (AT  27TH)  f  282-0919 


st*^}  Noe  Valley's  Original  Cafe 

Herb’s  Fine  Foods 

Specializing  in  Breakfast  and  Lunch 

3991  24th  Street  (at  Noe)  •  826-8937  or  550-9211 

Open  Monday-Friday  6:30  am-3;00  pm 
•  Saturday  &  Sunday  7  am^pm 

SINCE  1943 

It's  Herb's  for  the  best  in  Noe  Valley  dining! 


'Good  service,  good  coverage, 
good  price — 

That's  State  Farm  Insurance, 


n 


STATE  FARM 


INSURANCE 

® 


Susan  Levinson,  Agent 
1501  Church  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA 
647-3007 

Like  a  good  neighbor 
State  Farm  is  there.'^ 


State  Farm  Insurance  Companies  •  Home  Offices:  Bloomington,  Illinois 


I 

^  Sliaring  anul  Gooc 

[will  work  Vvoiiiilers  ^ 

I 

1  1  '  — 1 

GLEN 

PARK 


HARDWARE 


OPEN  6  DAYS 

Plumbing  •  Electric  •  Glass 
Pipe  Threading  •  Keys 
Home  &  Garden  Supplies 
Treasure  Tone  Paints 
Mon  to  Sat.  till  5:30  pm 


585-5761  “ 

685  CHENERY  AT  DIAMOND 


PROTECT  YOUR  HOME 
FROM  WATER  DAMAGE 


FOR  A  COMPLETE  INSPECTION  OF 
ROOF,  GUTTERS,  WALLS  &  WINDOWS 
CALL  ROBERT  GILL  CO. 

(415)  558-0658 

“THE  WEATHERPROOFING  SPECIALISTS 
SINCE  1974“ 

General  Building  Contractors  CA  Lie#  302079 


SchweD 

■  CONSTRUCTION- 


Historic  Restoration 
Custom  Remodeling 

(415)  285-2160 

Alex  Schwed 
General  Contractor 

State  Lie.  No.  579875 


% 


Member: 


Bra: 


An  older  person.  A  home¬ 
less  pet.  They  belong  to¬ 
gether.  Our  Pets  and  Older 
People  Program  unites  peo¬ 
ple  over  65  with  a  lifelong 
animal  companion,  abso¬ 
lutely  free  of  charge. 

For  more  information,  contact 

The  San  Francisco  SPCA 

2500  16lh  Street  San  Francisco.  CA  94103  415-554-3000 
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They  must  not  get  enough  of  this  at  home.  A  host  of  Alvarado  School  parents,  includ¬ 
ing  Rose  Bustamante  and  Butch  Montoya,  joined  teachers  and  staff  for  a  mammoth  spruc¬ 
ing  up  of  the  school  grounds  on  the  city’s  Clean  Sweep  Day,  Nov.  8.  Photo  by  Beverly  Thorp 


Ksid^’ 


Holiday  Festivities  for 
Kids  of  All  Ages 

By  Michele  Lynn 

I  ’is  the  season  to  enjoy  holiday  fun 

X  throughout  Noe  Valley.  Lots  of 
treats  are  in  store  this  month,  including 
several  visits  from  Santa  Claus. 

At  the  invitation  of  the  Noe  Valley 
Merchants  and  Professionals  Associa¬ 
tion,  Santa  will  be  at  the  Bank  of  Amer¬ 
ica  branch,  at  24th  and  Castro  streets, 
on  Saturday,  Dec.  13,  from  10  a.m.  to 
2  p.m.  He’ll  be  giving  away  cookies, 
candy,  and  hot  chocolate,  plus  gift  cer¬ 
tificates  from  Starbucks  and  Noe  Valley 
Bakery,  and  toothbrushes  from  Jimenez- 
Tong  Dental  Practice  (they’ll  come  in 
handy  after  eating  all  those  goodies!). 
Saint  Nick  will  also  be  posing  with  his 
visitors,  who  will  receive  free  photos, 
courtesy  of  the  Merchants. 

Rudolph  the  Red-Nosed  Reindeer, 
stationed  half  a  block  down  the  street  in 
front  of  Zephyr  Real  Estate,  will  be 
helping  Santa  hand  out  goodies.  And  a 
walking  Christmas  tree,  sponsored  by 
Elisa’s  Health  Spa,  will  also  fill  the  air 
with  good  cheer. 

The  jolly  man  in  red  will  also  pay  a 
visit  to  Rabat,  at  the  comer  of  24th  and 
Noe,  from  Dec.  16  to  18  and  22  to  24. 
He’ll  be  joined  by  store  owner  Patty 
Woody’s  “reindog,”  Mr.  Mojo.  Resplen¬ 
dent  in  angel  wings  and  jingle  bell 
antlers,  Mr.  Mojo  (a  gentle  golden 
retriever)  is  happy  to  pose  for  photos 
alongside  Santa,  so  bring  your  camera. 
The  dashing  duo  will  be  handing  out 
candy  canes  from  6  to  7:30  p.m.  every 
day  except  Dec.  24,  when  they  will  be 
available  from  noon  to  4  p.m. 

If  you  miss  seeing  Santa  on  24th 
Street,  don’t  despair — he  will  also  be  at 
Tom  Taylor’s  home,  3650  21st  St.,  from 
7  to  10  p.m.,  Dec.  15  to  24.  He’ll  be 
standing  out  in  front  of  the  glittering, 
30-foot  Christmas  tree  in  Taylor’s  side 
yard,  with  a  bag  full  of  candy  canes.  For 
the  past  eight  years,  Taylor  and  his  elves 
have  magically  transformed  the  tree  by 
surrounding  it  with  giant-size  “foil”- 
wrapped  presents.  Bring  your  camera 
for  this  one  too! 

Kids  of  all  ages  can  enjoy  the  sounds 
of  music  that  will  abound  in  Noe  Valley 
this  month.  On  Saturday,  Dec.  6,  at  11 
a.m..  Church  Street  resident  and  singer 
Julia  “Jewels”  Blagden  will  give  a  free 
concert  at  Little  Bean  Sprouts,  3961 
24th  St.  Jewels  will  lead  kids  7  and 
under  in  a  singalong  featuring  old 
favorites  from  her  children’s  CD,  the 
Ruby  Red  Album.  (See  story,  page  47.) 


The  music  continues  on  Saturday, 
Dec.  13,  from  10  a.m.  to  2  p.m.,  when 
student  carolers  from  St.  Philip’s  School 
will  be  serenading  shoppers  on  24th 
Street.  The  same  day,  from  1  to  2  p.m., 
Dan  the  Music  Man  will  be  the  star  of  a 
holiday  concert  at  the  Noe  Valley  Min¬ 
istry,  sponsored  by  Natural  Resources. 
Says  co-owner  Samantha  Allen,  “Dan  is 
a  lovable  guy  who  is  great  with  kids. 
Infants  up  to  100-year-olds  enjoy  his 
music!”  Dan  plays  guitar,  sings  original 
songs,  and  gets  kids  moving  and  singing 
along  as  well.  Tickets  ($5/child  and 
$7/adult)  may  be  purchased  in  advance 
at  Natural  Resources,  1307  Castro,  or 
on  the  day  of  the  event  at  the  Ministry, 
1021  Sanchez  St. 

And  on  Saturday,  Dec.  20,  carolers 
from  Washington  High  School  will 
stroll  24th  Street  from  1 1  a.m.  to  2  p.m. 

If  you’ve  got  a  hankering  to  do  a  lit¬ 
tle  caroling  yourself,  drop  by  the  Noe 
Valley  Ministry  on  Friday,  Dec.  19, 
from  6  to  9  p.m.  for  the  annual  caroling 
and  tree-trimming  celebration.  You  can 
help  decorate  the  Ministry’s  tree,  enjoy 
light  refreshments,  and  sing  holiday 
songs.  The  event  will  be  held  in  the 
upstairs  hall  of  the  church,  and  the 
singing  will  begin  around  6:45  p.m. 

If  you  would  like  to  introduce  your 
child  to  the  joy  of  giving  to  others,  you 
may  want  to  visit  Small  Frys  this 
month.  The  children’s  clothing  store, 
located  at  4066  24th  St.,  will  be  accept¬ 
ing  donations  for  the  San  Francisco 
AIDS  Foundation’s  annual  holiday 
party  for  women  and  children.  Just  drop 
a  new,  unwrapped  toy,  game,  book,  doll, 
or  clothing  gift  certificate  in  the  store’s 
collection  barrel. 

Local  firehouses  will  be  collecting 
donations  too,  for  the  San  Francisco 
Firefighters  Toy  Program.  Bring 
unwrapped  toys,  new  or  used  (as  long 
as  they’re  in  working  condition  or  can 
be  repaired),  to  either  of  the  local  fire 
stations:  3880  26th  St.  (between  Church 
and  Sanchez)  or  100  Hoffman  Ave.,  at 
Alvarado.  Call  558-3555  for  details. 

If  you’re  in  the  mood  for  even  more 
holiday  fun,  check  out  our  calendar  list¬ 
ings  to  find  out  about  other  events  and 
activities  in  the  nearby  Mission  and 
Glen  Park  neighborhoods.  And  have  a 
joyous  holiday  season!  □ 

If  you  know  about  a  neighborhood 
event,  program,  or  activity  for  children 
that  you  would  like  to  see  featured  in 
Kids’  Picks,  send  a  note  to  Kids’  Picks, 
Noe  Valley  Voice,  1021  Sanchez  St.,  San 
Francisco,  CA  94114.  Please  include  a 
telephone  number. 


The  mission  of 

Children’s  Day  School 

is  to  provide  an  academically  challenging 
learning  environment  designed  to 
nurture  the  development  of  the  whole 
child  through  an  integrated  life  skills 
curriculum. 

•  Preschool  through  grade  5 

(Now  accepting  applications  for  toddlers  through  grade  4) 

•  Complete  art  and  music  and  movement  programs 

•  On-site  farm  and  organic  garden-based  science  program 

•  Fully  integrated  curriculum 

•  Spacious  campus  on  an  acre  of  sunny  land  across  from 
Mission  Dolores 

•  Intergenerational  program  beginning  Fall  1997 

•  Ethnically  diverse  and  culturally  rich  faculty  and  student  body 

•  Extended  care  is  available 


Children’s  Day  School 

333  Dolores  Street 
San  Francisco.  C  A  94 1 1 0 
ph  4 1 5-86 1  -5432  •  fx  4 1 S-86 1  -54 1 9 

license  #  384000199 
CDS  does  not  discriminate  on  the  basis 
of  race,  sex,  color,  nationality  or  ethnic  origin 
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Photography 
for  all 
Occasions 

Portraits 

Weddings 

Events 

Angelika  Rappe 

285-3771 
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Private  Daily 
Counseling 

Optional  Delicious 
Fresh  Foods 

No  Membership  Fee 
for  Food  Purchase 

Quality  Service 
Since  1978 


Gourmet  Diet 
Foods 

Fresh  Salads 
Pita  Pizzas 
Happy  Muffins 
Cloud  Mousse 
French  Onion  Soup 
Delicious  Cakes 
Fudge  Brownies 


FOR 

^  lift 

cy  he  Healthy  Approach  to  Weight  Loss 


FREE  MEMBERSHIP 

Regular  Value  $49 

OFFER  EXPIRES  12/31/97 


1 300  SANCHEZ  641-4489 
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Give  Your  Child 
The  Best  Gift  of  All 


A  college  education  is  one  of  the  most  valuable  gifts  you  can  ^e  your 
child.  College  graduates  earn  over  $500,000  more  during  their 
careers  than  do  their  high  school  counterparts.* 

But  paying  for  a  college  education  can  be  expensive.  Today,  the  aver¬ 
age  four-year  cost  of  a  college  education  is  over  $90,000  at  private  col¬ 
leges  and  approaching  $40,000  for  students  who  attend  universities 
instate.**  Will  you  have  enough  when  your  child  is  ready  for  college? 

To  find  out,  come  in  for  a  free  college  planning  consultation.  An 
Account  Executive  will  provide  a  comprehensive  report,  projecting  your 
family’s  future  college  costs,  what  you  will  need  to  set  aside  to  reach  that 
goal,  and  how  the  Dean  Witter  Family  of  Funds  can  help.  Our  extensive 
database  includes  expense  estimates  for  over  1,000  public  and  private  col¬ 
leges  and  universities  —  from  Alaska  Pacific  to  Yale.  And  it’s  available 
free,  only  at  j'our  local  Dean  Witter  Office. 

Mutual  funds  are  sold  by  prospectus  only.  The  prospectus  contains  more 
complete  information,  including  risks,  sales  charges,  expenses  and  manage¬ 
ment  and  12b-l  fees.  Read  it  carefully  befjre  you  invest. 

Anne-Marie  Fowler 
Account  Executive 

(415)  693-6546  M  DEAN  WITTER 

*  NestEgg  Magazine,  September  1994. 

**  Based  on  avera^  costs  beginning  with  the  1996  school  year,  as  provided  by  The  College  Board.  Includes 
tuition,  tees,  bot^s,  supplies,  and  room  and  board. 

©  1996  Dean  Witter  Reynolds  Inc.  Member  SIPC 


A-M  I'owler  Dean  Witter 
101  California  Street 
San  1-rancisco  CA  94111 

□  I  would  like  to  talk  with  an  Account  Executive  about  arranging  a  college  planning 
consultation. 

Q  Please  rush  me  a  free  copy  of  Saving  for  Your  Child’s  Future. 

Name _ 

Address _ 


I  City _ State  _ .Zip _  ■ 

I  Business  Phone  J _ ? _  Home  Phone  \ _  | 

I _ I 


COMPLETE 

LOCKSMITH  SERVICES 

Shop  Hours: 

9:30  am-6:00  p.m. 
Monday— Friday 

1585  Church  Street  (at  28th  St.) 
San  Francisco,  CA  94131 

415  285-0134 

CONTRACTORS  LICENSE  #554140 


'^oe’s  Nest 


The  Essence  of  San  Francisco 
at  its  Very  Best 

A  HOME  AWAY  FROM  HOME 

Quiet  Elegance:  Hot  Tub;  Steam  Room 
Views;  Decks;  TV  &.  VCR. 
Comfort  &  Complimentary  Breakfast. 
Children  &  Parents  Warmly  Welcome. 
Noe’s  Nest  ■ 

Truly  a  San  Francisco  Experience. 

Call  415-821-0751 


To  Help  Your  Kids 

Get  this  Book 


by  Alvarado 
Elementary  School 
teacher 
Jay  Davidson 

Now  available  at  Cover  to  Cover 
Booksellers  3910  24th  St. 
or  from 

Tojabrel  Press 
PO  Box  51996 
Palo  Alto,  Ca  94303 
email  -  tojabrel@aol.com 
Phone  -  415-861-2444 


Every  disposable  diaper 
ever  used  by  every  baby 
in  the  world  since  the 
very  first  one  was  ever 
sold  (1963)  still  exists 
somewhere  on  this 
planet.  That’s  something 
to  think  about. 

Dy»Dee  Wash  supplies 
soft  natural  cotton 
diapers  —  comfortable, 
affordable,  reusable/ 
recyclable  for  your  baby 
and  your  baby’s  future. 


761-4445 
Cotton  Diaper  Service 


DY*DEE 
WA 


SAN  FRANCISCO 
WALDORF  SCHOOL 

WINTER  HOLIDAY  FAIR 


Activities  For  Children 
Crafts  &  Gifts  To  Make 
Espresso  &  Holiday  Treats 

SUNDAY 

DECEMBER  W,  199W 
ID  AM  -  4  PM 


2938  Washington  Street 
(At  Divisadero) 

Admission  Free 


Complimentary  Valet  Parking 
MUNI  Lines  24,  1,  or  3 


Live  Oak  School 


Middle  School  Open  House 
January  7:  7:00  p.m. 

All  School  Open  House 
January  15:  7:00  p.m. 


•  Intergenerational  Program 

•  Kindergarten  through  Eighth  Grade 
-  Extended  Care 

•  Parent  Participation 


Progressive  Supportive 
Challenging  Educational 
Environment 

861  8840 

117  Diamond  Street 
between  18th  £r  19th  Streets 


Peek-a-bootiqne 


NEWaRECrCLED 

6Uy«5ElL»TRA0E 

QlILmEN’5  CLCirHMl(o-64 
WS, -FURNITURE 
&  EQUIPMENT, 


Monday-Saturday  10:30-6  *  Sunday  12-5 

t306CASTR0ST.  (at24t(i,SAN FRANC1SC0-(415)64I-6I92 
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MORE 

MOUTHS 

TO  FEED 

By  Maire  Farrington 


The  New 


Photo  by  Najib  Joe  Hakim 


ST.  PAUL'S  SCHOOL 

Opening  Fall  1 998 


Thomas  Richard  Edmund  Jones 

Clare  and  Richard  Jones  were  taken  by 
surprise  when  their  son  arrived  three 
weeks  earlier  than  expected,  at  6:39  p.m. 
on  June  28,  1996.  But  they  rallied  to  the 
occasion,  and  everything  went  swim¬ 
mingly.  Richard  was  on  hand  at  Califor¬ 
nia  Pacific  Medical  Center  to  cut  the  um¬ 
bilical  cord  and  proudly  hold  his  new 
6-pound,  9-ounce  son,  Thomas  Richard 
Edmund  Jones  (named  after  Clare’s  fa¬ 
ther  Tom  Jones — “not  the  Tom  Jones,  just 
one  of  the  many  from  Wales,”  she  quips.) 

Only  20  minutes  later,  Clare  had  a  sec¬ 
ond  delivery!  Of  pizza.  Plus  a  beer  for 
Richard  “to  wet  the  baby’s  head,”  as  they 
say  in  England. 

Within  24  hours,  baby  Tom  was  already 
celebrating  at  a  party  hosted  by  neighbors 
Mark  Halper  and  Lisa  Lipman.  Tom 
greeted  Mark  with  a  firm  grip  on  his  fin¬ 
ger,  leading  Mark  to  predict  a  career  as  a 
baseball  pitcher. 

When  Tom  was  3  months  old. 
Grandma  Babs  and  Taidie  Tom  (“taidie” 
is  Welsh  for  granddad)  flew  in  from 
Wales.  Granny  Jen  and  Grandpa  Dudley 
came  over  too,  from  England. 

Suddenly,  says  Clare,  “We  were  talk¬ 
ing  about  nappies  and  dummies  instead  of 
diapers  and  pacifiers.  Strollers  were 
prams,  and  cribs  were  cots.”  Foitunately, 
she  says,  “babies  were  still  babies!” 

A  cheerful  blond  with  his  mother’s 
green  eyes  and  a  grin  that  shows  off  six 
new  teeth,  Tom  is  now  a  rambunctious, 
30-pound  toddler.  Once  a  week  he  ea¬ 
gerly  plunges  into  his  swimming  class.  La 
Petite  Baleen  (The  Little  Whale).  And  in 
his  walking  group  for  moms  and  tots,  he 
has  graduated  from  frontpack  to  back¬ 
pack  to  “having  a  good  run-around  at  the 
local  parks,”  says  Clare. 

“He  kicks  the  football  [his  soccer  ball] 
around  everywhere,”  says  Richard,  “and 
he’s  got  a  big  basketball  he’s  been  carry¬ 
ing  around  for  ages.” 

Clare,  who  is  expecting  her  second  child 
next  April,  has  been  particularly  mindful 
of  the  ways  Tom  is  growing  and  chang¬ 
ing.  “When  he  achieves  something  new, 
his  little  eyes  sparkle  and  he  gets  this  big 
cheesy  grin,”  she  says.  “It’s  rewarding 


Fifteen-month-old  Tom  Jones,  whose  mom  and  dad,  Clare  and  Richard  Jones,  originally  hail  from  the  U.K.,  is  a  big  fen  of — that's  right — 
Van  Morrison.  He  likes  football  (soccer)  too.  Photo  by  Beverly  Tharp 


just  seeing  his  face  when  he’s  really 
pleased  with  himself.” 

At  home  on  Miguel  Street,  Tom  is  a 
bundle  of  energy,  pushing  his  toy  car  from 
room  to  room  while  making  “vrooom- 
vrooom”  sounds.  “He  loves  anything  with 
wheels,”  says  Clare.  He  also  gets  a  big 
charge  out  of  operating  the  television  and 
VCR,  as  well  as  hoisting  himself  into  his 
favorite  chair,  and  navigating  the  stairway. 

“He  wakes  up  very  happy,”  says  Clare. 
He’s  chipper  at  the  end  of  the  day  too,  and 
likes  to  help  Dad  play  the  piano  by  using 
his  own  form  of  improvisation:  rolling  a 
ball  across  the  keyboard.  Tom  boogies 
down,  says  Richard,  “whenever  we  put  the 
music  on,”  especially  if  it’s  Van  Morrison. 

Richard,  32,  who  works  in  propterty  de¬ 
velopment,  and  Clare,  33,  an  occupational 
therapist,  met  in  1983  while  college  stu¬ 
dents  in  Newcastle,  England.  They  got 
married  in  1990,  and  landed  in  the  States 
in  1993  after  trekking  through  Nepal  and 
the  Himalayas.  Originally  intending  to  go 
on  to  New  Zealand,  they  found  life  in  San 
Francisco  so  much  to  their  liking  that  they 
stayed  put. 

Tom  shares  his  parents’  love  of  travel 


and  adventure.  He  has  already  made  the 
cross- Atlantic  trek  to  visit  relatives  in  Great 
Britain,  and  has  seen  the  sights  at  Lake 
Tahoe  and  Yosemite.  On  a  recent  day  trip 
to  Angel  Island,  he  enjoyed  the  view  from 
his  back-seat  bicycle  perch  as  Clare  and 
Richard  showed  him  around  the  island. 

But  whether  the  family  is  traveling  or 
just  hanging  out  at  home,  says  Clare,  “we 
have  some  really  good  laughs  together.” 

Being  a  parent  “is  a  lot  more  fun  than 
I  thought  it  would  be,”  agrees  Richard. 
“We’re  great  fans  of  one  another!”  □ 


More  Mouths  to  Feed  wants 

to  show  off  your  newest  family  mem¬ 
ber.  If  you  have  welcomed  a  baby  into 
the  house  or  just  adopted  a  teenager, 
please  send  your  announcement  to  the 
Noe  Valley  Voice,  More  Mouths,  1021 
Sanchez  St.,  San  Francisco,  CA  94114. 
Don’t  forget  to  include  your  phone 
number,  so  we  can  arrange  for  the  fam¬ 
ily  portrait — no  charge. 


We  might  not  look  great  now  — 
but  wait  'til  you  see  us  in  the  Fall! 


Katherine 

Michiels 

School 


Lie.  #380-50-4523 

A  well  balanced  program  of  academic  education,  creative  shared 
play,  and  structured  activities  —  an  active  school  experience  for 
growing  children. 

AGES  3  MONTHS  TO  8  YEARS 

Infants-Preschool-Pre-K  •  Kindergarten-First  and  Second  Grade 
Daycare  7:00  am  to  6:(X)  pm  •  Evening  care  2:00  pm  to  Midnight 

(415)  821-1434  ext.  11 

Katherine  Michiels  •  1335  Guerrero  •  San  Francisco,  CA  94110 


Pets  for  your  enjoyment, 
supplies  for  their  needs 

647-8755 

Easy  Parking  •  VISA  •  MasterCard 

4298  24th  Street  at  Douglass 
San  Francisco,  CA  94114 


St.  Paul's  School 
Grades  K  -  8 
1690  Church  Street 
415-648-2055 

Also  accepting  students  Now 
at  our  Fair  Oaks  Street  location 
Call  for  information  and  an  application 
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LIFESTORY 

BEGIN  THE  NEW  YEAR  BY  WRITING  YOUR 

LIFESTORY! 

GAIN  INSIGHT  TO  SET  YOUR  INTENTIONS  EOR 
THE  COMING  YEAR  THAT  WILL  BE  IN  TUNE 
WITH  YOUR  LIFE  PURPOSE.  RESONATE  WITH  YOUR  DREAMS, 
AND  CLARIFY  YOUR  GOALS. 

8  WEEK  SERIES  BEGINS  JANUARY  5,  1998 
MONDAY  EVENING  6:00  -  7:30  PM 
OR  ON  JANUARY  7,  1998 
WEDNESDAY  MORNING  10:00  -  11:30  AM 

3998  CAESAR  CHAVEZ  AT  SANCHEZ  ST. 

CALL  415-885-4123  COST  $120.* 

lESSlCA  MlRANTl  M.A.  has  been  facilitating  LifeStory  journal  Process  work¬ 
shops  for  1 5  years  in  La  Jolla,  Ca.  She  brings  her  rich  background  as  a  broadcast 
journalist  and  teacher  to  this  exjjeriential  circle  work,  offering  participants  a  safe 
artful  container  to  explore  life  story  as  a  way  to  integrate  personal  values  and  beliefs 
into  personal  and  professional  context.  Join  this  circle  of  true  story  tellers 
now  in  Noe  Valley! 

*To  honor  lives  long  lived,  discounts  are  given  to  anyone  65+  -  20% 

75+  -  30% 

85+  -  40% 

95+ -  FREE 

CALL  FOR  INFORMATION  ON  UPCOMING  CLASSES: 
THE  EMBELLISHED  JOURNAL,  EEMININE  SPIRITUAL 
AUTOBIOGRAPHY,  AND  PEERCIRCLING 


See  GiantVision.on  our  Large  8x10  Screen 

The  Only  Pub  on  Dolores  Street 

O'Greenberg's 
Pub 


VISIT  OUR 
TWO 
DART 
ROOMS 


1600  Dolores  St.  (at  the  corner  of  29th  and  Dolores)  550-9192 


4288  24th  St.  at  Douglass,  San  Francisco  •  (415)  821-7652 
•r  open  7  days  a  week 
Home  cooking  with  no  ethnic  boundaries 


EXPERIENCE  ZIPPyVISION!!! 


AND  BEyOND 

A  PINHEAD'S  PROGRESS 

BILL  GRIFFITH 
A  Retrospective 

Oct.l5,  1997  -  Feb.  22,  1998 

The  Cartoon  Art  Museum 
814  Mission  Street 
San  Francisco  CA  94103 
415-227-8666 

ORIGINAL  ART 
ON  EXHIBIT 

Early  Underground  Comic  Books 
Past  and  Recent  Daily  Zippy  Strips 
Color  Sunday  Zippy  Strips 
Zippy  Calendar  Art 
Zippy  Quarterly  Cover  Art 
Travel  Sketches 
Zippy  Animation  Art 
Griffith  Observatory 


Zippy  BOOKS 
&  COMICS 
&  other  work  by 
BILL  GRIFFITH 
on  sale  at 
MUSEUM 
BOOKSTORE 


GLEN 

PARK 

BOOKS 


A  community  bookstore 

2788  Diamond  (Chenery) 
San  Francisco  94131 
586-3733 

/ 

Special  orders 
welcome!! 


Mon -Sat  10am-9pm 
Sun  10am-5pm 

OPEN  DAILY 


Writing  Obsessively? 

Is  your  journal  bulging  at  the 
seams?  Is  your  writing  group 
hounding  you  to  get  that  story  pub¬ 
lished  somewhere  please?  Are  you 
constantly  emailing  your  friends? 
How  about  descending  on  your 
innocent  neighbors  next? 

The  Noe  Valley  Voice  wants  to 
devote  several  pages  each  issue  to 
creative  writing.  The  Last  Page  is 
reserved  for  short  fiction,  creative 
nonfiction,  and  poetry.  Bylines  is 
our  column  for  first-person  pieces 
on  topics  of  local  interest.  Payment 
is  upon  publication. 

Manuscripts  should  be  typed, 
double-spaced,  and  fewer  than 
1 ,500  words  for  the  Last  Page;  800 
for  Bylines.  The  address  is  Noe 
Valley  Voice,  1021  Sanchez  St,  San 
Francisco,  CA  94114.  Don’t  forget 
to  enclose  a  self-addressed, 
stamped  envelope.  And  please 
include  a  phone  number.  Thanks. 


7a  re 


for  ike  90  s 


^and  crafted  facials 

using  botanical  ingredients 

^eep  pore  cleansing  facials 

51ycoiic  and  acne  treatments 

^ake-ups,  waxing,  and  tints 

^  full  line  of  facial  and 
body  care  products 

Celex-C'”  distributor 

9ift  certificates  available 


^«slfielician:  'J^aih'e  ^Jerrie 
Seuenteen  years  experience 


CjoU for  information 
anJ  appointment 

415.285.4868 


i 
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MORE  BOOKS  to  READ 


The  Great  Escape 


ere  is  a  list  of  new  books  selected  by  head  librarian  Roberta  Greifer  and  children’s 
librarian  Carol  Small  of  the  Noe  Valley— Sally  Brunn  Library.  The  library  is  hidden 
among  the  Victorians  in  the  block  of  Jersey  between  Castro  and  Diamond  streets. 

In  addition  to  books — including  special  women’s  and  children’s  collections — the  branch  has 
videos,  CDs,  Internet  access,  a  deck  and  a  garden,  and  an  archives  and  index  to  the  Noe  Val¬ 
ley  Voice.  Hours  are  Tuesdays,  10  a.m.  to  9  p.m.;  Wednesdays,  1  to  9  p.m.;  Thursdays,  10 
a.m.  to  6  p.m.;  Fridays,  1  to  6  p.m.;  and  Saturdays,  noon  to  6  p.m.  Questions?  Call  695-5095. 


Adult  Fiction 

^  The  Angel  of  Darkness — another 
gripping  re-creation  of  the  past  by  Caleb 
Carr,  author  of  The  Alienist — explores  the 
nature  of  evil  in  1890s  New  York. 

^  Set  in  a  1960s  British  mining  town,  Anita 
and  Me,  by  Meera  Syal,  humorously  depicts 
the  clash  of  two  cultures — that  of  India  and 
England — and  the  9-year-old  child  caught 
in  the  middle. 

^  Don’t  Erase  Me,  by  Carolyn  Ferrell,  is  a 
first  collection  of  short  stories  featuring 
black,  gay,  biracial,  or  poor  young  people 
who  exist  on  the  fringes  of  society. 

^  In  Road  Rage,  Ruth  Rendell’s  latest 
mystery.  Chief  Inspector  Wexford’s  wife  is 
kidnapped  by  environmental  terrorists. 

Adult  Nonfiction 

^  Jo  Moody’s  how-to  book  Make  Necklaces 
contains  illustrated,  step-by-step  instructions 
for  making  necklaces  with  beads,  feathers, 
seashells,  baubles,  and  charms. 

^  The  New  War,  by  Senator  John  Keny, 
describes  the  global  crime  organizations  that 
threaten  legitimate  businesses  and  govern¬ 
ments  in  the  United  States  and  the  world. 

^  In  Tomato  Blessings  and  Radish 
Teachings,  Ed  Brown,  who  co-wrote  The 
Greens  Cookbook,  offers  more  recipes, 
anecdotes,  and  spiritual  reflections. 

Children’s  Fiction 

^  Due  to  the  rich  imagination  of  one  of  the 
students,  an  ordinary  walk  to  the  park  be¬ 
comes  an  exciting  visual  feast  in  The  Squig- 
gle,  by  Carole  Lexa  Schaefer.  Ages  3  to  5. 


In  Honor  of  Chinese  New 
Year,  Chinese  Lion  Dancers 
will  perform  at  the  Noe  Valley 
Library,  45 1  Jersey  St.,  on 
Saturday,  Jan.  17,  at  3  p.m. 

All  ages  are  welcome. 


^  An  energetic  bug  meets  a  variety  of 
animals  and  finally  a  young  boy  in  a  lively 
and  rhythmical  counting  book.  Tumble 
Bumble,  by  Felicia  Bond.  Ages  3  to  5. 

^  Perhaps  Isabelle  will  get  her  wish;  she 
wants  so  much  for  the  Beast  from  the  pet 
shop  to  live  with  her  family  in  The  Nature 
of  the  Beast,  by  Jan  Carr.  Ages  4  to  6. 

^  In  Going  Home  by  Eve  Bunting,  Carlos 
gains  understanding  of  his  parents’  strong 
feeling  for  their  homeland,  and  why  they  no 
longer  live  there.  Ages  5  to  9. 

^  When  an  important  greeting  card  must  be 
found,  a  talented  boy  detective  comes 
through  for  a  friend  once  more,  in  Nate  the 
Great  and  the  Crunchy  Christmas,  by 
Marjorie  Weinman  Sharmat  and  Craig 
Sharmat.  Ages  6  to  8. 

^  Eight-year-old  Magid  is  worried  about 
acting  inappropriately,  then  feels  much 
better  as  some  members  of  his  Muslim 
family  provide  a  positive  interpretation  for 
his  actions  in  Magid  Fasts  for  Ramadan,  by 
Mary  Matthews.  Ages  8  to  II . 

^  In  The  Case  of  the  Wiggling  Wig,  by 
E.  W.  Hildick,  the  young  detectives  of  the 
McGurk  Organization  solve  the  mystery 
that  connects  the  house  next  door  to  the  wig 
on  the  bald  head  and  the  theft  at  the  mall. 
Ages  9  to  II. 

^  Megan  Whalen  Turner’s  book  The  Thief 
takes  you  on  an  exciting,  challenging  quest 
for  an  important  treasure,  but  surprises  you 
at  the  end  regarding  the  identity  of  the  main 
character.  Ages  10  and  up. 

Movies,  Stories,  and  Lapsits 

^  The  library  screens  films  for  children 
ages  3  to  5  on  Tuesdays  Dec.  16  and  Jan. 

20,  at  10  and  11  a.m. 

^  Preschool  story  time  for  kids  3  to  5  is 
10  a.m.  on  Tuesdays  Dec.  2,  9,  and  30,  and 
Jan.  6,  13,  and  27. 

^  Babies  and  toddlers  and  their  parents  are 
invited  for  songs  and  stories  at  the  Wednes¬ 
day  lapsits  at  7  p.m.  on  Dec.  3, 10,  and  17, 
and  Jan.  7,  14,  21,  and  28. 


Photography  by  BEVERLY  THARP 

VISA  and  MC  accepted 


282.4913 


Circles  tor  Women 


small  classes 
call  for  more  info 

415  337  7207 

Linda  Elkin 


Want  to  write  but  find  it  difficult  to  get  started  or 
keep  going.?  Already  writing  but  need  a  group  for 
feedback.?  I  have  been  teaching  writing  workshops 
for  six  years  and  provide  friendly,  supportive  classes 
to  give  you  a  structure  in  which  to  write  more  and  a 
community  where  you  can  share  your  writing.  You'll 
learn  writing  exercises  that  get  you  going,  give  you 
new  ideas  and  stimulate  your  creativity.  All  types  of 
writing  and  all  levels  of  experience  are  welcome. 


They’re  here!  At  last!  Again?  So  soon? 

It’s  all  a  matter  of  perspective 
if  the  holidays  are  seen  as  boon 
or  are  greeted  with  savage  invective. 

A  merchant  for  certain  will  love  ’em  and  hate  ’em 
and  hope  not  to  overdo  the  self-aggrandizing, 
but  it’s  crunch-time  and  if  you’ve  got  nerves  this’ll  grate  ’em 
hype  sans  hypocrisy  in  advertising. 

Now  here’s  where  we’d  insert  the  plug  for  our  bookstore 
(“Full-service:  we  order,  we  wrap  and  we’ll  ship  k, 
well-stocked  and  well-staffed,  independent  and  much  more”) 
were  we  going  to  do  that,  but  this  year  we’ll  skip  it. 

There’s  crassness  aplenty  to  tarnish  the  season. 

We  sure  can’t  deny  it,  but  we  don’t  subscribe  to  it. 

It’s  for  each  one  of  us  to  remember  the  reason 
that  year  after  year  we  keep  muddling  through  it. 

It’s  all  about  triumph  and  love  and  redemption, 
about  pride  in  our  cultures,  our  pasts,  our  beliefs; 
but  we’re  all  in  the  same  boat  and  must,  no  exemption, 
row  together  as  one  or  end  up  on  the  reefs. 

It’s  here,  this  season  of  the  heart, 
of  what-we-could-be,  to  remind  us 
that  it’s  vital  we  make  a  new  start 
for  the  children  who  follow  behind  us. 

Mark  Ezarik 

Seasons  (greetings  from  all  of  us  at  Cover  to  Cover: 

Nicky,  Barbara,  Shirley,  Myra,  Susan  T,  Megumi,  Ckigi,  Mark, Jeff,  Daniel, 
Tracy,  Susan  E.,  Wendy,  Tee,  Kerry,  Olga,  Toni,  Andrew,  Emma,  &  Conor 


book§elIeiS 

3910 ' 24th  Street  ■»  San  Francisco  ♦  41S/2S1-S0&0 


CARROLL'S 


BOOKS 

FOR  YOUR  HOLIDAY  SHOPPING. 

A  UNIQUE  COLLECTION  OF  EVERYTHING 
FROM  PAPERBACK  MYSTERIES  TO  RARE 
FIRST  EDITIONS.  OVER  50,000  ITEMS. 

OPEN  7  DAYS  A  WEEK 
10-9  SUN-THURS  10-10  FRI  &  SAT 
1  193  CHURCH  STREET  at  24th  647.3020 
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Noe  Valley  Services 


THERAPEUTIC 

MASSAGE 

• 

REIKI 

Swedish  •  Shiatsu  •  Deep  Tissue 
GIFT  CERTIFICATES 

Jamey  Jacobus,  CMT 

824-2765  Member  AMTA 


D  O  i  O  E  s 

STREET 

COMMUNITY 

SERVICES 


Providing  housing, 
sanctuary  and  support 
for  people  in  the 
Mission  and  Castro 
Neighborhoods 
since  1983. 


For  information  on  volunteer 
opportunities,  programs  and  services 
please  call: 

(415)  282-6209 


Workers's  Comp. 

Private  Insurance 

Larry  Forsbei^,  LAc. 

Licensed  Acupuncturist 
Chinese  Herbobgist 

o 

izui  Noe  btreet 

(415)648-8084 

email:  acumeister(§aol.com 

Learn  to 


•  Breathing  &  vocal  technique 

•  Confidence 

•  Ear  training,  harmony  &  more 

Individual  instruction  from  a 
professional  and  supportive 
teacher  in  Noe  Valley 

Christopher  Berkner  415  406-7314 


Therapeutic  Swedish  massage 
with  acupressure.  Non-sexual. 

CLiuhia  ^AXoore  CSM'T 

^15.333.5111 


ROGER  R.  RUBIN 

Attorney  and  Counselor  at  Law 

(415)  441  1112 

Law  Chambers 
1155  Pine  Street 
San  Francisco  94109 


ORTHOPEDIC  MASSAGE 

JACK  EIMAN,  CMT 
695-7808 

NOE  VALLEY  LOCATION 
Highly  effective  for 
stiff  neck  and  shoul¬ 
ders,  back  pain,  sport¬ 
ing  injuries,  computer  stress,  etc. 

Please  call  for  detailed  info. 


YOGA  FLOW 

Classical  Yoga  Postures  taught  with  a  focus 
on  breath  and  easeful  flow  of  movement. 

Tuesdays:  6:15-7:45  pm 

Upper  Noe  Valley  1589  Sanchez 
Yoga  Studio  @  Valley  St. 

Call  for  details:  510-848-3346  ludy  Sacks 


Piano  Lessons  for 
Beginners 

Affiliated  with  California 
Vocal  Arts  Studio  in  Noe  Valley 

$15 /half  hour  $25  / 5^ 
Christine  Seigel  826-5154 


415-920-9779 

CONSCIOUS 
HEXLINC 

COLON  HyDP^OTHEPsAPy 
MXiiXCe  •  REIKI 

MOE  VXLLEy 

HOLISTIC  HLXLTH  COUNSELING 


Macintosh  Help 

-Set  up  &  training  for  your  Mac  System 
-Connection  to  AOL,  Internet  &  others 
-Troubleshooting  problems 
-Selection  &  installation  of  software 

•  14  years  working  at  Apple  • 

Steve  Kolesar 
415.821.2012 


TOP 


consignments 
clothing  •  furniture,  etc. 
1781  Church  St.  (btwn.  29th  &  30th  Sts.) 

Will  and  Connie  Peeciter 

(415)  695-0578 

Open  Wed-Mon  10  am-6:30  pm 
Sun  lO  am-5  pm 
Closed  Tuesday 


Quit  Smoking  In  One  Session 

Jonathan  D,  Gray  •  Hypnosis 
San  Francisco  •  (415)  563-2333 

Addictions  •  Stress  Reduction 
Pain  Control  •  Weight  Control 
Phobias  •  Optimum  Performance 


ROGELIO  A.  NUNEZ 
ACUPRESSURE 
THERAPY  MASSAGE 

Rogelio  intergrates  his  knowledge  and  expe¬ 
rience  with  the  power  and  sensitivity  of  the 
hands  to  facilitate  natural  healing  for  optimal 
functioning  and  performance.  Injury,  illness 
and  stress  create  blockages  tn  the  body's 
healing  systems,  thereby  impacting  health, 
balance  and  recovery.  For  more  information 
and/or  to  make  an  appointment,  telephone 
415-979-9062 


TIBETAN 

Tse  Chen  Ling  Center 


•  Meditation 

•  Teachings 

4  Joost  Ave. 
San  Francisco 
(415)  339-8002 


BUDDHISM 

Love  •  Compassion  •  /oy  •  Equanimity 


B#DYW#RK 

.  SWEDISH  DEEP  TISSUE  MASSAGE  • 

•  INTERNAL  ORGAN  Ql  MASSAGE  • 

•  BREATHWORK  • 

.  DIETARY  CONSULTATION  • 

10  YEARS  OF  BODYWORK 

DASHA  998-1 770 


*  W 

Init^rsity  of 
SAN  FRANCISCO 


jTom  $20 
per  session 

Individual,  Couple 
&  Family  Therapy 

The  USF  Center  for  Child  &  Family  Development 
2601  Mission  St.  #206 
550-2621 


Acupuncture  Clinic  & 

Chinese  Herbal  Pharmacy 

1201  Noe  Street  (at  25th)  •  415  285.0931 

Convenient  concentrated  liquid  extracts,  tablets, 
teas,  bulk  herbs,  nutritional  supplements 
Acupuncture  by  appointment 
Ancient  Remedies  for  Modern  Ailments 


Bramble  and  Rose 

GARDEN  DESIGN  &  CDNSTRUCTIDN 
Z51  SURREY  STREET 
San  Francisco.  CA  94)31 
telephone:  4  15/356-8900 


iU^^Donnell 

Weaver 

ATTORNEYS  AT  LAW 

409 1  24th  Street 
NOE  VALLEY 
(415)  641-0700 


ROOMMATES 

VAUEY  N 0  M/' f  ® 


New  You  Gm  Screen  Reeniniates  in  Advance! 

Matched  to  YOUR  Criteria  by  phone. 

Hear  roommates  In  their  own  voices,  before  you 
Interview  them!  It's  confidential.  Your  profile  is  heard 
onlyby  those  who  match  YOUR  criteria.  All  lifestyles. 

rrce  «4-hr  Info:  (415)  6S4-7054 


LIST  YOUR  VACANCY  FREE! 


rtITLLiSS. 

Psychotherapy 

Adults  and  Children 

Couples  and  Families 

Self-esteem 

Communication 

Relationships 

Childhood  Abuse 

Depression 

Trauma  &  Loss 

Anxiety 

Job  Stress 

Play  Therapy 

Sexual  Assault 

II  Saturday  hours  now  available  285-4724  || 

DIRT  CHEAP 
PLANE  TICKETS 

824-2550 

Book  Charters  to  Europe  Now 


T,,X  dirt  cheap  travel 
3850  23rd  St. 


CAREER 

COUNSELING 


Anita  K.  Zeldman 
415  282-5989 
e-mail: 
AnitaZeidOaol.com 


UPSTAIRS/ poWNSTAIRS 

S.F.’S  ANTIQUES  DEPARTMENT  STORE 

890  VALENCIA  AT  20TH 
647-4211 

HOURS: 

MON-SAT  n-6  SUN  1-5 


Linda  G.  Rose,  lcsw 

'  PSYCHOTHERAPY 

moving  towards  emotional,  physical, 
mental,  and  opiritaal  well  being 

415-643-3996 

SAN  FRANCISCO  '  NOE  VALLEY  OFFICE 
BCD.ADTR  LCS  15026 


fc^herapeutic 


i 


Massage 


(Combbxingt 

Shiatsu 
Swedish 
M  Deep  'Hssue 
Sports  Massage 

Massage  $3O/60inin.(reg.$40) 
Makes  $45/90min.(reg.$55) 

A  Great  Gift/  .. 

•'  gball@wco.com 

Geoff  BalLcMT  487-9905 


Professional  Bodywork 


Therapeutic 

Massage 


Krista  Wathne 

MEMBER  AMERICAN  MASSAGE  THERAPY  ASSOCIATION 

282-1779 
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COME  IN  AND  MEET  BELL  MARKET 
STORE  MANAGER  GARY  GROSSETTI 

M50  24th  Street  [415)648-0876  Store  Hours:  6  am -12  am  Daily 


USDA  Choice 


Grain  Fed  Beef 


Foster  PQy|f|<y 


I  freshness  and 

GUARANTEED 

OR  DOU8U  TOUR  MONEY  BACK _ J 


freshness  and  QUAin^ 

GUARANTEED 

OR  DOUBLE  YOUR  MONEY  BACK  _ i 


1  Farms. 

Produce 
Imported  and  Organic 

^  Sunnusidt 

-"FARMS. 

Dairy  Products 

*AII  ATM  &  Major  Credit 
Cards  Accepted 

^Monthly  Coupon  Book 


»Fine  Wines  and  Liquors 
*Hot  Entrees  and 
Party  Trays 

Special  Occasion 
Cakes-Made  to  Order 
Call  [415]  048-0870 

fresh  Fish  Service 
Counter 

Joe  Pucci  & 

Sons  Seafood 


IfYou  Can’t  Find  An 
Item.  Ask  Us  and 
We’ll  Get  It  For  You! 


For  Your  Convenient 
Neighborhood  Location 

Call:  I51III  no-ism 


We  Gladly  Accept 


EVERY  TUESDAY  WE 
WELCOME  SENIORS  WITH  A 

5% 

DISCOUNT 

If  you  are  62  or  older,  you  qualify 
for  a  5%  Discount  on  all  purchases 
up  to  $100  (Tobacco/Alcohol/Dairy 
Products  excluded) ‘Proof  of  age 
required 'No  discount  shopping 
for  non  seniors 

See  Store  For  Details 


Our  People 
Make  me 
Difference 

Vicky  Chiechi  -  Vicky  has  been  with  the  company 
since  1973.  As  Customer  Service  Manager  Vicky 
is  here  to  heip  you  with  all  your  special  requests 
and  orders.  Her  service  and  friendliness  was 
rewarded  in  1991  when  she  received  the  Employee 
of  the  Year  award.  In  her  leisure  time  Vicky  enjoys 
traveling  with  her  husband.  Stop  by  our  store  at 
3950  24th  Street,  say  hi!  to  Vicky  and  you’ll  find 
out  why  “Our  People  Make  the  Difference." 
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CLASS  ADS 


Wanted;  Part-time  Carpenter’s  Helper.  No  con¬ 
struction  experience  necessary,  but  should  be  good 
with  tools;  10  to  25  hours  per  week.’ Mostly  morn¬ 
ings.  Call  Dan  at  242-9042. 

Looking  for  a  Home.  Female  (mid-.^Os).  relocated 
from  Minneapolis,  looking  to  rent  one-bedroom  or 
carriage  house.  Non-smoking,  no  pets,  quiet,  ex¬ 
cellent  rental  history.  Will  do  light  gardening.  Lois, 
at  (415)  356-8383,  ext.  235. 

Moving  Sale.  Everything  must  go!  Furniture,  cur¬ 
tains,  plants,  china,  glassware,  antiques,  books, 
records,  etc.  Don't  miss  this  sale!  When:  Saturday, 
Dec.  6,  and  Sunday,  Dec.  7.  from  9  a.m.  to  1  p.m. 
Where:  3152  24th  St.,  at  Shotwell. 

Home  Health  Caregiver.  Home  hospice  and  nurs¬ 
ing  assistance.  Seventeen  years  varied  nursing 
experience.  Low  hourly  rates.  References.  Call 
Suzanne,  824-4405. 

Tails  of  the  City,  dog  escort  and  pet-sining  service, 
sends  out  wishes  for  peace  on  earth  and  good  will 
to  all  living  creatures.  Our  service  can  bring  peace 
of  mind  into  your  life  while  you’re  away  for  the 
holidays  by  providing  reliable  and  thoughtful  care 
to  your  animal  companions.  Just  give  us  a  call  at 
285-7185. 

Christmas  Service  and  Potiuck  at  the  Integral 
Yoga  Institute.  Come  celebrate  this  special  day  with 
us  as  we  rejoice  in  our  Christ  consciousness  with  a 
service  and  potiuck.  Please  bring  a  dish  with  no  meat, 
fish,  or  eggs.  10  a.m.  to  2  p.m.  By  donation.  Inte¬ 
gral  Yoga  Institute,  770  Dolores  St.  (4 1 5)  821  - 1 1 1 7. 

Handyman/Carpenter.  Repair  a  door,  hang  a  kitchen 
cabinet,  remodel  a  closet,  add  a  room,  build  a  fence 
or  a  deck,  or  even  trim  a  tree.  I’m  skilled  and  do 
good  work  at  reasonable  prices.  Robert,  550-4055. 

Bookkeeping.  I  have  20  years  of  experience  in  in¬ 
dividual,  sole  proprietor,  partnership,  and  corporate 
bookkeeping,  including  audit  trails,  payroll  setup, 
loan  papers,  etc.  Yvonne,  (415)  643-2800,  by  ap¬ 
pointment,  evenings  and  weekends  too. 

HIV  and  Yoga.  This  drpp-in  hatha  yoga  class  is  for 
those  whose  lives  have  been  touched  with  HIV  (in¬ 
cluding  family,  friends,  and  caregivers).  Beginners 
welcome.  Bring  a  towel,  loose  comfortable  cloth¬ 
ing,  and  an  empty  stomach.  Wednesdays,  6  to  7:30 
p.m.  $7  ($4  for  first  class  or  needing  assistance).  Inte¬ 
gral  Yoga  Institute,  770  Dolores  St.  (415)821-1 1 17. 

Interior  Decorating.  Custom  drapes;  roman,  cloud, 
and  balloon  shades;  slipcovers;  bedspreads.  Dining 
room  chairs  recovered,  duvet  covers,  dust  ruffles, 
table  skirts,  pillows.  Hi  tech  roller  and  fabric  roman 
shades,  mini  blinds.  Notary  on  Wheels.  Doris:  (4 1 5) 
337-9003  or  708-9620  (pager). 

Acupressure  Massage  for  Your  Health,  Combin¬ 
ing  Jin  Shin  Do,  Amma,  and  Shiatsu  acupressure 
with  cranial-sacral  and  Tu-Na  for  optimal  healing 
and  balance.  Offering  relief  from  headaches,  sinus 
and  lung  congestion,  low  energy,  stiffness  and  pain, 
emotional  blocks,  women’s  health  issues,  and  more. 
Margaret  Medeiros,  C.M.T.,  550-8940,  Noe  Valley 
office. 

Childcare.  I’m  looking  for  one  newborn  to  love.  I 
am  mature,  a  nonsmoker,  own  car.  Local  references. 
731-8145. 

Bodywork.  Release  stress  and  pain.  Feel  relaxed 
and  integrated.  Swedish,  lymphatic  massage,  acu¬ 
pressure,  reflexology,  energy  balancing.  Fifteen 
years  of  experience.  Certified.  Women  only.  My  of¬ 
fice  or  your  home.  Lynn,  43 1  -2588. 

Guitar  Lessons.  Noe  Valley,  Bernal  Heights.  For¬ 
mer  Pickle  Family  Circus  music  director,  compos¬ 
er  of  Academy  Award-winning  film.  B.A.  Berklee, 
20  years  teaching  experience.  All  ages,  beginners 
welcome.  Fun,  reasonable.  Mark,  282-8244. 

Pet  Sitting,  Dog  Walks,  Cat  Talks.  Noe  Valley  res¬ 
ident,  home  for  the  holidays.  Experienced;  local  ref¬ 
erences;  reasonable  rates.  Look  after  mail,  garbage, 
plants,  etc.  Call  Terry,  821-9234. 

Guatemalan  Fabrics,  Mexican  Folk  Art,  Moroc¬ 
can  ceramics  and  woodwork.  Oriental  carpets,  In¬ 
dian  antique  furniture,  and  more  can  be  found  at 
great  prices  at  Artemisia,  on  the  comer  of  24th  and 
Diamond  streets.  643-0980. 

Pesky  Paperwork  making  you  crazy?  We  can  help 
with  word  processing,  office  system  setups,  book¬ 
keeping.  web  pages,  press  releases,  slide  shows, 
sales  kits.  We’re  your  “free-lance  business  man¬ 
agers.”  (415)  643-2800.  Professional  help,  by  ap¬ 
pointment,  evenings  and  weekends  too. 

Office  for  Rent,  comer  24th  Street  and  Castro.  Share 
waiting  area  with  tax  service.  You  may  have  a  choice 
of  two  rooms,  one  235  square  feet,  the  other  1 70 
square  feet,  both  carpeted,  nice.  Available  Jan.  1. 
Situation  flexible,  so  call  if  interested.  821-4744. 

Xmas  Overwhelm?  I  can  help  with  errands,  gift 
purchases,  grocery  shopping,  cleaning,  childcare. 
Middle-aged  graduate  student.  Lucy,  282-3676. 

Violin:  Full-size,  found  in  Paris  underground.  Bow 
and  case.  Great  Christmas  gift!  $145.  586-8471. 

Alexander  Technique  Lessons.  The  Alexander 
Technique  is  an  educational  method  used  by  per¬ 
forming  artists,  individuals  with  back  problems  or 
poor  posture,  pregnant  women,  and  those  people  in¬ 
terested  in  injecting  more  interest  and  awareness  in 
daily  life.  A  practical  tool  for  everyday  living.  For 
information  and  lessons,  contact  Jerry  Sontag  at 
434-2542. 

Wedding  Dress  for  Sale.  Never  worn.  Diamond 
collection,  100  percent  silk,  pearls  and  lace.  Must 
see.  Size  8.  Retails  $2,200.  Asking  $750  or  best  of¬ 
fer.  Call  647-1708. 

Kitty  Hilton:  Treat  your  cats  to  full-time  loving  at¬ 
tention  at  our  home  while  you're  away.  As  our 
clients  can  attest,  their  cats  love  to  return  again  and 
again.  Call  Beth  at  285-6857.  References  available. 


Manhattan  Trade  Wanted.  Our  Noe  Valley  two- 
bedroom  apartment  is  available  Dec.  25  to  Jan.  2. 
We  want  an  apartment  Dec.  3 1  to  Jan.  1.642-1453. 

New  Year’s  Eve  at  the  Integral  Yoga  Institute.  Start 
the  New  Year  with  a  positive,  peaceful  evening.  We 
will  begin  the  evening  with  a  service  reaffirming  our 
oneness  by  honoring  all  major  world  spiritual  tra¬ 
ditions,  followed  by  chanting  and  a  meditation  lead¬ 
ing  into  the  New  ’Year.  8:30  p.m.  to  midnight.  By 
donation.  Integral  Yoga  Institute,  770  Dolores  St. 
(415)  821-1117. 

Word  Processing.  Transcriptions,  reports,  resumes, 
merging,  mailing  lists,  slide  shows,  term  papers, 
technical  and  legal  documents,  employee  hand¬ 
books;  15  years  legal  experience.  (415)  643-2800, 
at  28th  and  Dolores,  by  appointment,  evenings  and 
weekends  too. 

Remodeling  Services  by  Mystery  Carpentry,  li¬ 
cense  #731187.  Home  repairs  and  upgrades.  Gen¬ 
eral  handyman  work.  Reasonable  rates,  good  refer¬ 
ences.  Call  Dan,  242-9042. 

Baby  on  the  Way-Part-time  Babysitter  Wanted. 
Mornings  (20  hours  per  week)  beginning  in  Janu¬ 
ary  for  newborn  in  Diamond  Heights.  Hours:  MWF, 
7  to  1 1  a.m.,  and  T/Th,  8  to  1 1  a.m.  Hourly  rate  ne¬ 
gotiable.  Requirements:  Lots  of  love,  experience  with 
newborns,  and  English-speaking.  Susan,  824-4266. 

Cartoon  Illustrator,  Low  rates,  illustration  for  fly¬ 
ers,  brochures,  tee  shirts,  card  design,  etc.  Portfo¬ 
lio/references  at  your  request.  Please  call  Suzaime, 
282-3301. 

Yoga  in  Action.  Yoga  is  much  more  than  stretching 
and  meditating.  This  four-week  class  will  focus  on 
yogic  principles  of  life  and  nature,  and  how  we  can 
live  more  harmoniously  within  our  environment, 
freeing  us  from  stress  and  allowing  us  to  realize  our 
true  spiritual  nature.  Required  reading:  The  Yoga  Su¬ 
tras  of  Patanjali  (available  at  the  Institute  for  $16). 
Please  register  in  advance.  Call  (415)  821-1117. 
Mondays,  beginning  Jan.  19, 7:30  to  9  p.m.  Integral 
Yoga  Institute,  770  Dolores  St.  (415)  821-1117. 

Home  and  Office  Cleaning.  Excellent  references, 
professional,  reasonable  price.  Offering  service  seven 
days  a  week.  For  more  details,  call  for  Margarida. 
(415)  255-0636. 

Harmonica  Lessons.  Taught  by  professional.  All 
styles.  Sliding  scale.  Beginners  to  advanced  wel¬ 
come.  641-4860. 

Saxophones  Wanted.  Any  type.  Any  condition. 
Cash  paid.  647-7777. 

Nannyshare  Wanted.  Do  you  have  a  wonderful 
nanny  who  you  would  consider  sharing  with  the  par¬ 
ents  of  a  darling  baby  girl?  Or  we  could  find  a  nan¬ 
ny  together.  Call  Samantha  for  more  information. 
(415)  285-5677. 

Sublet.  Wonderful,  comfortable  house  in  the  heart 
of  Noe  Valley.  Private  garden,  fireplace,  washer/dry¬ 
er,  dishwasher.  Available  month  of  March.  Refer¬ 
ences  and  deposit  requested.  821-1194. 

Indian  Music  Concert.  Habib  Khan  is  regarded  as 
one  of  the  premier  sitar  players  in  the  country  to¬ 
day,  He  is  as  much  at  ease  with  light  classical  and 
religious  music  as  he  is  with  pure  classical  render¬ 
ing  of  ragas.  Friday,  Jan.  23,  7:30  to  9:30  p.m.  $15. 
Integral  Yoga  Institute,  770  Dolores  St.  (415) 
821-1117. 

Housecleaning.  Experienced,  good  references.  Call 
(415)  681-4128. 

Handsome  Sleeper  Sofa.  Seldom  used  but  won’t 
fit  into  my  new  house.  Dark  green  with  throw  pil¬ 
lows.  Queen-size.  $400.  Richard,  at  642-5398. 

Computer  and  Peripheral  Donation  Needed  by 
San  Francisco  youth  groups.  High  reduction  deci¬ 
bel.  (510)  286-7916. 

www.sftoday.com,  our  community’s  unique  web 
site,  has  it  all — news,  women’s,  entertainment,  busi¬ 
ness,  events,  free  ads,  more! 

Free  Consultation!  Worn  out?  Sagging?  Wrin¬ 
kled?  Try  my  complimentary,  basic  easy  skin  care. 
Your  home  or  mine.  Elsie,  (415)  550-7475. 

Sunny  24th  Street  Psychotherapy  Office.  Avail¬ 
able  Thursdays,  Fridays,  Saturdays.  North  Berkeley 
psychotherapy  office  available  Tuesdays  and  Thurs¬ 
days.  Christa,  (510)  528-9867. 

Occasional  Work  Sought.  Semi-retired  proofread¬ 
er  (knowledge  of  French  and  Spanish);  former  le¬ 
gal  secretary  (Word  Perfect  5.1);  capable,  reliable; 
seeks  occasional  work  (proofreading,  clerical,  read¬ 
ing  aloud,  other)  to  supplement  part-time  job  and 
small  pension.  Anne,  (415)  522-2980. 

Tax  Preparation  and  Consulting.  My  10-year-old 
practice  consists  largely  of  self-employed  individ¬ 
uals,  many  of  whom  are  artists  or  musicians.  I  also 
specialize  in  helping  non-filers,  audit  representa¬ 
tion,  offers-in-compromise,  and  prebankruptcy  tax 
planning.  Call  Alan  Steger,  E.A.,  (415)  387-3057. 

Yoga  Teachers  Training.  Leam  to  teach  yoga.  This 
1 2- week  program  trains  you  to  teach  yoga  postures, 
meditation,  pranayama  (breathing  techniques),  and 
relaxation  techniques  in  the  Integral  Yoga  method. 
Starts  March  9.  Call  (415)  821-11 17. 

Professional  Office.  Prime  Noe  Valley  location. 
Shared  waiting  room  and  kitchen;  cleaning  ser¬ 
vice/utilities  included.  Nicely  furnished.  Available 
Thursday  and  Friday.  285-2183. 


Help  Wanted.  Looking  for  a  Noe  Valley  resident  to 
drive  three  kids  to  school  and  to  after-school  activ¬ 
ities  as  needed.  Requirements:  own  car  that  seats 
driver  and  three  others,  good  with  adolescent  boys. 
Good  pay.  Call  285-7147. 

Holiday  Special.  Massage  and  bodywork  in  a  beau¬ 
tiful  24th  Street  studio.  Ann  McGinnis  has  been 
serving  Noe  Valley  since  1984  with  her  intuitive 
clarity  and  artful,  healing  touch.  With  23  years  on  a 
path  of  healing  and  self-awareness,  she  is  able  to  of¬ 
fer  an  extensive  repertoire  for  working  with  the 
body  —  from  deeply  relaxing  massage  to  working 
with  chronic  pain  and  issues  around  incest  and 
abuse.  Her  sessions  are  contexts  where  you  can 
deeply  rest  and  participate  with  your  own  unique 
creative  body  wisdom.  Ann  teaches  throughout  the 
Bay  Area  and  is  on  the  faculty  of  Alive  &  Well!  In¬ 
stitute  of  Conscious  Bodywork.  For  the  holidays: 
five  sessions,  $200  ($50  discount);  gift  certificates, 
two  for  $80  ($20  discount).  Introductory  session, 
$40  ($10  discount).  454-3451. 

Clothing  Liquidation  at  One  Piece  Cleaners.  Suits, 
shirts,  pants,  jeans,  etc.  Most  items  are  $3  or  less. 
174  14th  St.,  at  South  Van  Ness.  Monday  through 
Saturday,  9  a.m.  to  5  p.m.  864-6433. 

Piano.  Very  good  condition  Baldwin  Acrosonic 
Studio  Model  plus  bench.  Telephone:  (415)  388- 
1 973.  $  1 ,200  or  best  offer. 

Office  Space  for  Rent  in  chiropractic  office.  Look¬ 
ing  for  an  alternative  health  care  provider,  body- 
worker,  therapist,  attorney,  etc.,  to  rent  space  in 
beautiful  office  with  great  location  near  Dolores 
Park.  Reasonable  rent.  Call  626-7515. 

Job  Opportunity.  Up  to  $10  per  hour  as  a  house- 
cleaner.  Are  you  organized,  responsible,  and  enjoy 
housecleaning?  TaDa  Housecleaning  Services 
needs  you.  You  must  have  reliable  transportation 
(not  public),  speak  English  very  well.  Professional 
experience  as  a  housecleaner  a  plus.  All  jobs  locat¬ 
ed  within  San  Francisco.  California  driver’s  license 
and  references  required.  Good  pay.  Contact  KJ  at 
285-3014  if  you’re  interested. 

www.citycentral.net/gaycity/sf.htm  has  it  all  for 
GLBT  community! 

Garden  Design.  Experienced  designer  will  listen  to 
your  ideas  and  combine  them  with  my  knowledge 
of  plants  and  form  to  design  your  garden.  After  cre¬ 
ating  a  plan,  I  will  install  the  garden  or  guide  you 
through  the  steps  if  you  want  to  do  it  yourself.  (415) 
626-1258. 

Gentle  Yoga.  Simple  stretches,  yoga  postures,  deep 
relaxation,  and  breathing  techniques  to  gently 
stretch  and  strengthen  the  body.  Beginners  welcome. 
No  advance  registration  necessary.  Bring  a  towel, 
loose  clothing,  and  empty  stomach.  Samrdays,  9:30 
to  i  1  a.m.  $7  (first  visit  and  seniors,  $4).  Integral 
Yoga  Institute,  770  Dolores  St.  (415)  821-1117. 

Peaches  Painting.  Add  color  to  your  life.  Service 
with  care  at  rates  that  are  fair.  License  #618693. 
Twenty-five  percent  off  with  ad.  641-9434. 

Experienced  Carpenter/Handyman.  Local  refer¬ 
ences  over  23  years.  Call  Marcus.  647-6087. 

Pet  Patrol.  Well-behaved  and  healthy  pets  taken 
care  of  with  love  and  kindness.  Reliable  and  hon¬ 
est.  Excellent  references  and  fair  prices.  Housesit¬ 
ting  also  available.  Call  Kasey,  206-0646. 

Furniture  Restoration.  Complete  antique  and 
modem  furniture  restoration.  Careful  European 
craftsmanship.  Expert  refinishing.  Custom  uphol¬ 
stery.  Caning.  Veneering.  Quality  repairing.  Com¬ 
petitive  prices.  Impressive  portfolio  and  references. 
Free  estimate,  pickup,  and  delivery.  Call  Boris, 
(415)587-3416. 

Prop  City  Wants  to  Rent:  Period  furniture,  appli¬ 
ances,  and  equipment  for  home  and  office,  i.e.,  Vic¬ 
torian,  Deco,  Depression,  ’50s  to  ’70s,  modem,  and 
antique.  Also  classic  or  interesting  paintings,  prints, 
wall  decor,  sculpture,  or  statues.  And  jukeboxes, 
pinball  machines,  old  bicycles,  motorcycles,  autos, 
taxidermy,  clocks,  telephones,  tools,  dolls.  Western 
gear  and  tack,  etc.  And  more.  For  easy  money,  call 
621-4390. 

Inspiring  and  Creative  Piano  Lessons  with  Wil¬ 
low  Williamson — pianist,  composer,  teacher,  B.A. 
in  music  from  Mills  College.  Lessons  include  com¬ 
position,  improvisation,  theory,  ear-training,  tech¬ 
nique,  and  the  repertoire  of  both  women  and  men 
composers.  (415)  647-6614. 

Pranayama  and  Meditation.  This  six-week  class 
presents  the  basics  of  meditation  and  breathing  prac¬ 
tices.  Discover  for  yourself  how  these  practices  can 
improve  the  quality  of  your  life,  raise  your  standard 
of  health,  and  bring  new  clarity  and  dynamism  to 
your  mind.  Please  register  in  advance.  Call  (415) 
821-1117.  Mondays,  beginning  Jan.  19,  7:30  to  9 
p.m.,  $42.  Integral  Yoga  Institute,  770  Dolores  St. 

Housecleaner  Available  for  homes,  apartments, 
and  offices.  Excellent  references.  Rosane,  at  (415) 
885-2215. 

North  African  Woman,  Licensed  Beautician  in 
Paris,  France,  will  come  to  your  home.  Egyptian 
waxing,  also  housecleaning,  babysitting.  Refer¬ 
ences.  Call  Sarnia,  at  647-6087. 

Mac  Computer?  Need  Help?  I  can  help  you  clean 
up  your  computer,  teach  you  how  to  get  online,  send 
e-mail,  teach  you  and  your  children  how  to  surf  the 
web,  etc.  I  am  the  tech  coordinator  at  a  private  ele¬ 
mentary  school.  Evenings  and  weekends  in  your 
home.  641-7062. 


Tai  Chi,  Ongoing  classes  Tuesday  and  Thursday 
mornings.  Balance  the  energy  of  your  mind  and 
body.  It’s  a  great  way  to  start  your  day.  826-444 1 . 

Environmentally  Safe  Housecleaning.  Weekly  or 
biweekly.  Free  estimates.  661-9481. 

Relationship  Counseling.  For  enhancing  relation¬ 
ships  or  creating  life  after  a  separation.  Long  or 
short-term  work.  Individuals  or  couples.  Sliding 
scale  available.  Linda-Sue  Edwards,  M.F.C.C.  (li¬ 
cense  #21917).  931-1928. 

Cleaning  Service.  Houses,  studios,  apartments.  Re¬ 
liable,  careful,  experienced,  references.  Call  Denise, 
257-6362. 

Alexander  Technique  Lessons.  House  calls: 
Home/office  on-site  services  with  Kathryn  Zim¬ 
merman.  1-800-283-3455. 

Kirtan/Chanting.  An  evening  of  responsive  chant¬ 
ing  enables  us  to  feel  our  irmer  peace,  joy,  and  di¬ 
vine  presence  in  our  lives.  The  evening  will  con¬ 
clude  with  a  short  meditation.  Fridays,  Dec.  12  and 
Jan.  9, 7:30  to  9:30  p.m.,  by  donation.  Integral  Yoga 
Institute,  770  Dolores  St.  (415)  821-1117. 

Move-in/Move-out.  Free  estimate.  Call  Denise, 
257-6362. 

Massage  Therapy  for  Women.  Stress  reduction 
and  relief  of  neck  and  back  tension.  Janine.  Li¬ 
censed,  nine  years  experience.  468-5201 . 

Creating  Life  After  Divorce,  Support  group  for 
women  dealing  with  issues  around  separation  or 
divorce.  Linda-Sue  Edwards,  M.F.C.C.  (license 
#MF(:21917).  931-1928. 

One-Day  Retreat.  Treat  yourself  to  a  day  of  quiet, 
revitalizing  the  body  and  bringing  mental  and  spir¬ 
itual  renewal.  The  day  will  include  hatha  yoga,  med¬ 
itation,  silence,  a  short  talk  on  yoga,  and  a  vegetar¬ 
ian  lunch.  For  beginning  and  experienced  students. 
Please  register  in  advance.  Call  (415)  821-1117. 
Sunday,  Dec.  7,  9  a.m.  to  5  p.m.  $42.  Integral  Yoga 
Institute,  770  Dolores  St. 

Stereo  Repair:  Save  time,  money!  Offering  in- 
home  repairs  at  reasonable  rates.  Formerly  with 
Pacific  Stereo,  now  serving  the  San  Francisco  com¬ 
munity  for  12  years.  Evening/weekend  appoint¬ 
ments  available.  Thorough,  conscientious,  guaran¬ 
tee,  references.  Gene’s  Sound  Service,  553-3751. 

Free  Introductory  Meditation  Class,  Tuesdays  at 
7:30  p.m.  Two-hour  psychic  readings  by  appoint¬ 
ment,  $35.  Psychic  Horizons  at  972  Valencia  St. 
(near  21st).  (415)  346-7906. 

Looking  for  a  12-Year-Experienced,  reliable, 
bonded  housecleaner?  Stop  your  search!  Call  KJ 
now  at  (415)  285-3014. 

Piano  for  Children.  Classical  piano  and  music  the¬ 
ory  instruction  offered.  Patient,  experienced  Noe 
Valley  teacher.  Elva  Granat,  285-5769. 

Bhagavad  Gita.  This  six-week  class  studies  the  an¬ 
cient  Indian  spiritual  classic  Bhagavad  Gita  (Song 
of  God),  with  an  emphasis  on  how  to  apply  the  spir¬ 
itual  principles  into  daily  life.  Required  reading:  The 
Living  Gita  (available  at  the  Institute  for  $16). 
Please  register  in  advance.  Call  (415)  821-1117. 
Wednesdays,  beginning  Jan.  21, 7:30  to  9  p.m.,  $42. 
Integral  Yoga  Institute,  770  Dolores  St. 

Bed  and  Breakfast  in  Noe  Valley.  Experience  the 
Victorian  charm  of  old  San  Francisco  in  designer’s 
beautiful,  spacious,  three-room  suite  with  private 
entrance.  Delicious  fare,  reasonable  rates,  two 
blocks  to  24th  Street.  “A  Victorian  Legacy.”  Call 
Patricia,  648-8879. 

Counseling/Psychotherapy.  Individual,  couples, 
family,  adolescent,  pets.  Mission  District  office. 
Will  negotiate  fee.  Lower  for  cash.  Confidential. 
Sally  Levy,  M.F.C.C.  CA  #MFC29828.  (415) 
648-8974. 

Spiritual  Growth,  Humanistic  Values:  Classes 
and  worship.  Trinity  Episcopal,  Bush  and  Gough; 
Robert  Cromey,  priest  and  therapist,  1 688  Bush  St., 
Sundays,  9:45  a.m.  adult  class,  II  a.m.  liturgy,(415) 
775-1117. 

Computer  Forms.  Invoices,  “Quicken”  checks, 
500  free  envelopes  on  first  order.  Lyle,  43 1  -2700. 

Costume  Jewelry  Repair,  Repair,  restore,  revital¬ 
ize.  (415)  584-5547.  Xenia  (Zen  Ya). 

Bed  and  Breakfast  in  Noe  Valley.  Parents  or  ’ 
friends  coming  and  no  room  for  them?  Have  them 
stay  in  a  lovely  two-room  apartment  with  private  en¬ 
trance  and  bathroom,  fireplace,  kitchen,  antique  fur¬ 
nishings,  private  patio.  Convenient  to  24th  Street 
and  J-Church.  Oliver  House,  695-0700. 

Fight  the  Throwaway  Society!  Fact:  Most  non¬ 
functioning  donations  to  charitable  organizations 
end  up  in  landfills.  Help  stop  this  pollution  by  sell¬ 
ing  or  donating  your  unwanted  technological  ob¬ 
jects  to  Recycled  Technology,  where  they  will  be  re¬ 
paired  and  returned  to  the  public.  We  accept  TVs, 
VCRs,  computers,  faxes,  stereo  equipment  or  any¬ 
thing  electronic,  vacuum  cleaners,  power  tools, 
small  or  large  appliances,  photographic  and  video 
equipment.  We  invite  you  to  buy  our  recycled  prod¬ 
ucts  at  significant  savings.  Trades  considered.  Call 
our  shop  at  (415)  282-SHOP  (7467). 

Pet  Care.  Does  Rover  need  a  pet  sitter?  Exercise? 
Training?  A  ride  to  the  vet?  Positively  Pets  can  help! 
Expert  care  for  all  pets.  Bonded.  References.  Senior 
discounts.  647-2463. 

Schlepper  Bros.  Hauling.  Fast,  fair,  honest,  reli¬ 
able,  and  yogic  (Food  Not  Bombs  activists).  Tom, 
824-4214. 

Dogs  Just  Wanna  Have  Fun,  Room  and  board  $7 
to  $15/day.  Lots  of  play  and  love.  Many  references. 
Bob,  (415)  282-7467. 
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Cleaninghouse.  Home,  office,  apartment,  and 
apartment  building  maintenance  cleaning.  Regular, 
one-time.  Moving  in,  moving  out?  Spring  cleaning! 
Roger  Miller,  664-05 1 3. 

Licensed  Painting.  Small  and  large  jobs.  Interior 
and  exterior.  Free  consultation  and  estimate.  Also 
expert  plaster  and  drywall  repairs.  Cracks  and  wa¬ 
ter  damage  fixed.  License  497-214.  References. 
Please  call  Ed  at  995-4666. 

Qi  Gong:  Experience  more  energy,  less  stress. 
Deepen  body-mind-spirit  integration.  Dragon  and 
tiger  and  opening  the  energy  gates  forms.  Ongoing 
classes  and  workshops.  Steven  Cardoza,  M.S.,  li¬ 
censed  acupuncturist.  826-9246. 

Meditation  Workshop.  A  practical  workshop  that 
will  enable  you  to  begin  earnest  meditation  on  your 
own.  A  clear  understanding  of  what  meditation  is, 
how  it  works,  and  how  to  make  it  an  enjoyable  dai¬ 
ly  experience  will  be  presented.  Tuesdays,  Dec,  16 
and  Jan.  20,  6  to  7:30  p.m,  $7.  Integral  Yoga  Insti¬ 
tute,  770  Dolores  St.  (4 1 5)  82 1  - 1 1 1 7. 

Upholstery.  We  repair,  rebuild,  and  recover  over¬ 
staffed  chairs,  ottomans,  and  dining  chairs.  Also  slip¬ 
covers  and  automobile  upholstery.  Free  estimates, 
reasonable  rates.  Jorge  Meraz-Baca,  282-2256. 

Sunday  Services  at  the  Integral  Yoga  Institute.  The 
Integral  Yoga  Institute  has  Sunday  services  each 
week  from  11  a.m.  to  12:30  p.m.  We  begin  with 
some  chanting,  then  a  brief  discussion  on  the  spiri¬ 
tual  aspects  of  yoga,  a  worship  service,  and  con¬ 
clude  with  a  short  meditation.  All  are  welcome.  By 
donation.  770  Dolores  St.  (415)  821-1117. 

Hot  Flash!:  Midlife  Women’s  Groups  in  Noe  Val¬ 
ley!  Meet  with  women  your  age  (40s  to  60s)  in  on¬ 
going  groups,  supporting  each  other  through  the 
struggles,  challenges,  and  Joys  of  these  years.  We 
are  trailblazers  and  elders  in  training,  redefining 
what  aging  means  to  us.  Arlene  Dumas,  L.C.S.W. 
641-4553. 

Mendocino  Weekend  Getaway.  New,  one-bed- 
room  cottage,  $150.  Decks,  fireplace.  Close  to  vil¬ 
lage,  private.  826-7877. 

Acupuncture,  Herbal  Medicine,  therapeutic  body¬ 
work,  medical  qi  gong.  Enjoy  greater  health,  re¬ 
duced  stress  and  pain,  rejuvenation,  and  more!  Noe 
Valley  and  other  San  Francisco  locations.  Reason¬ 
able  rates.  Steven  Cardoza,  M.S.,  licensed  acupunc¬ 
turist.  826-9246. 

Event  Specialists.  Dancing  Ladies  Productions  can 
do  it  all  from  birthdays  to  weddings.  The  more 
unique  to  the  most  outrageous  brings  more  fun  for 
all.  282-2782. 

Building  Owners!  Thinking  about  remodeling  or 
adding  to  your  building?  Get  the  expert  input  your 
project  needs  from  an  experienced  architect.  Call 
Mike  Hager  at  285-7409.  In  Noe  Valley  since  1981, 
25  years  of  experience.  Reasonable.  Free  initial 
consultation. 

Six- Week  Hatha  Yoga  Class.  This  class  will  intro¬ 
duce  you  to  basic  yoga  postures,  breathing  practices, 
and  deep  relaxation  techniques.  It  will  allow  for  per¬ 
sonal  attention  and  in-depth  instruction.  Tuesdays, 
begiiming  Jan.  20,  7:30  to  9  p.m.  Please  register  in 
advance.  Call  (415)  821-1117.  $42.  Integral  Yoga 
Instimte,  770  Dolores  St. 

Clean  &  Natural:  Housecleaning.  Quality  work. 
Bonded.  Free  estimate:  (415)  642-6280. 

Buy  Direct  Breeders.  Young  and  tame  parakeets 
and  cockatiels.  (650)  697-3682. 

Mr.  Morgenstern  Hauls  All,  reasonable  or  free  in 
exchange  for  goods.  What  have  you?  563-5354  or 
560-3637. 

Cat  &  Plant  Care  is  in  its  16th  year  of  providing 
TLC  to  cats  and  homes  in  Noe  Valley  and  environs. 

If  you’re  looking  for  a  reliable  individual  with  lo¬ 
cal  references,  call  Anna-Kajs  (A-K)  for  a  cat  chat, 
etc.  648-8132. 

Relocating?  We  take  the  frazzle  out  of  moving. 
From  packing  to  setup,  we  handle  all  the  details  of 
your  move.  Call  for  a  free  consultation.  ShipShape, 
550-0658. 

Furniture  Wanted.  I  need  old  dressers,  tables, 
desks,  etc.  Will  repair  and/or  refinish  if  necessary. 
Paying  cash.  Karen,  647-6157. 

Carpentry,  Ceramic  Tile,  drywall,  decks,  finish 
carpentry,  hardwood  floor  refinishing,  painting. 
Reasonable  prices,  good  references,  free  estimates. 
Call  Brad,  627-4065. 

Overwhelmed  by  Clutter,  bills,  closets?  Profes¬ 
sional  organizing  team  to  the  rescue.  We  offer  ex¬ 
pert,  simple  solutions  to  what  goes  where.  Desks, 
closets,  relocations,  garages,  kitchens,  filing  sys¬ 
tems,  and  more.  Holiday  gift  certificates  available. 
Free  phone  consultation.  Call  ShipShape,  550-0658. 

Slipcovers  &  Window  Treatments.  High-quality 
custom  sewing  services  since  1980.  Pillows,  table 
skirts,  bed  dressings.  Also  unique  clothing  designs, 
weddings,  tailored  garments,  copy  your  favorite 
item!  Frippery,  Designs  by  Wendy  L.  Miller.  (415) 
648-8514. 


For  your  convenience, 
the  Noe  Valley  Voice 
Class  Ads  are  also  posted  on 
our  web  site.  The  address  is 
vvvvw.noevalleyvoice.com. 
Read  our  stories  online,  too. 


CLASS  ADS 


Handyman:  Repairs,  build  household  and  yard 
projects.  References,  reasonable  rates.  Harry  Irving, 
986-2654. 

Walkin  Waggin  Pet  and  Plant  Care  by  Carla.  Lo¬ 
cated  in  Noe  Valley.  Love  and  attention,  walks,  play 
or  sitting.  Health  care,  feeding,  and  hygiene.  Ser¬ 
vices  for  all  animals  (fish  and  horses  too).  Respon¬ 
sible,  mature,  fun,  and  smart.  Animal  caretaker/ 
owner  with  25  years  experience.  648-365 1 . 

Expand  Your  Capacity  to  resolve  life ’s  challenges. 
Gain  authenticity  and  clarity.  Enjoy  increased  abil¬ 
ity  to  develop  gratifying  relationships  with  self  and 
others.  Responsive,  skillful,  compassionate  therapy 
committed  to  your  growth.  Ann  Davidman, 
M.F.C.C.  (510)  895-3592  (San  Francisco  office). 

Considering  Psychotherapy?  A  time  of  difficulty 
can  become  a  time  of  growth — if  you  reach  out  and 
use  the  help  and  tools  that  are  available.  I’m  an  ex¬ 
perienced,  licensed  therapist  who  offers  a  respon¬ 
sive,  down-to-earth  counseling  approach  for  indi¬ 
viduals  and  couples  of  all  lifestyles.  Both  short-  and 
long-term  counseling  are  available  at  my  Noe  Val¬ 
ley  office.  Call  Judith  Rosen,  Ph.D.,  M.F.C.C. 
(MFCC  #18035)  at  285-0262. 

Fatherhood — Is  It  for  Me?  Are  you  considering 
parenting?  One-day  workshops  for  men  exploring 
this  choice.  Call  for  current  schedule.  Facilitators: 
Denise  Carlini,  M.F.C.C.,  and  Ann  Davidman, 
M.F.C.C.  752-9165. 

Yoga  in  Noe  Valley.  Classes  and  private  lessons. 
Also,  yoga  therapy  for  whatever  ails  you!  New 
Dawn  Yoga  Therapy,  (415)  285-1831. 

Need  An  Extra  Bedroom/Bath  for  visiting  relatives 
or  friends?  Rent  ours.  No  frills.  Low  cost.  282-2550. 

Living  Tai  Chi  Chuan  of  Noe  Valley.  Unique  ap¬ 
proach  for  holistic  balance.  Beginners  Tuesday  and 
Thursday,  6  p.m.  $5  introduction.  Noe  Valley  Min¬ 
istry,  1021  Sanchez.  Chris  Sequeira,  24  years  expe¬ 
rience.  (650)  756-6857,  (415)  773-8185. 

Piano  Lessons  in  Noe  Valley:  Learn  piano  with  pa¬ 
tient,  supportive  teacher.  Lessons  tailored  to  individ¬ 
ual  goals.  Music  degree  and  20  years  of  teaching  ex¬ 
perience.  Ear  training,  theory,  classical,  or  popular 
repertoire,  MIDI  lab.  Barbara  Bannett,  648-1007. 

Ambitious  Janitorial  Service!  (415)  281-0732. 

Just  Plain  Good  Therapy.  Brief  counseling,  crisis 
help,  or  in-depth  work  offered  to  individuals  and 
couples  of  “all  sexual  persuasions”  by  well-aged,  in¬ 
tuitive,  perceptive,  and  highly  skilled  counselor  who 
has  seen,  heard,  and  experienced  a  broad  range  of 
life’s  challenges.  Upper  Glen  Park,  easy  parking. 
Jeanne  Adleman,  M.A.  585-0666. 

New  Improved  Noe’s  Nest  Bed  and  Breakfast. 
Unit  A:  private  entrance,  private  bath,  kitchenette, 
queen  bed.  Cute  and  cozy.  Unit  B:  view,  private 
bath,  deck,  fireplace,  hot  tub,  queen  bed.  Unit  C: 
ultra-view,  private  bath,  steam  room,  parlor,  king 
bed,  fireplace,  and  deck.  All  with  cable  and  VCR. 
Masseuse  and  day  care  available.  Contact  Sheila, 
821-0751. 

Recover  Lost  Fortunes.  Manual  shows  you  how. 
$20  billion  in  lost  fortunes  goes  unclaimed!  Free  in¬ 
formation  from  local  author.  Mazel  Publishing,  P.O. 
Box  460040,  San  Francisco,  CA  94146-0040. 

Phil’s  Window  Cleaning  Service.  Reliable/cour¬ 
teous.  Free  estimates  for  residential/commercial. 
668-8310. 

Prenatal  Yoga  with  Partners.  Stretching  with  a 
parmer  is  fun.  Learn  stretches  you  can  do  together 
at  home.  Easy  stretches  to  tone,  strengthen,  and  pre¬ 
pare  for  labor  and  birth,  and  which  can  also  be  done 
together  after  the  baby  is  bom.  Please  register  in  ad¬ 
vance.  Call  (415)  821-1117.  Tuesday,  Jan.  13, 7:30 
to  9:30  p.m.  $10  per  couple.  Integral  Yoga  Institute, 
770  Dolores  St.  (415)  821-1117. 

Books  Bought.  I  come  to  you.  Call  L.J.,  469-9338 
(46-year  San  Francisco  resident). 

Superlative  Word  Processing.  Experienced  pro¬ 
fessional.  B.A.  English,  M.S.W.  Understandable  ad¬ 
vice.  Business,  medical,  academic,  legal,  resumes, 
manuscripts.  Expert  editing.  Fax  machine.  Laser 
printing.  Good  rates.  Call  anytime.  824-7736. 

TVansform  Your  Jungle  into  a  paradise.  Pruning, 
cleanups,  planting,  lawns,  irrigation,  maintenance. 
Call  Jorge  at  826-7840  for  free  estimates.  Remem¬ 
ber,  it’s  pmning  time. 


Natural/Low-Toxic  Housecleaning.  Clean  and 
Green  will  get  your  home  spotless!  Weekly,  bi¬ 
weekly.  and  special  occasions.  Thorough,  depend¬ 
able,  references.  Janet,  281-9622. 

Telephone  wiring  and  Jacks  for  your  home  or  apart¬ 
ment;  31  years  of  experience.  Call  Gene,  826-8419. 

Rental  Short-Term:  Noe  Valley  view  location;  two 
guest  suites  with  furnished  living/bedroom  areas, 
private  baths,  private  phone  lines,  private  entrances; 
shared  kitchen/laundry;  ideal  for  visiting  family/ 
friends,  business  travelers;  weekly,  monthly  rates. 
285-7189. 

Vacation  Room  Rental:  Upper  Noe  Valley — safe, 
clean,  private,  comfortable.  Ideal  for  visiting  fam¬ 
ily.  821-4890. 

Gourmet  Vegetarian  Cuisine  delivered  to  your 
doorstep.  Diverse  menus,  naturally  low  in  fat, 
cholesterol,  and  salt.  Treat  yourself  right!  Gift  cer¬ 
tificates  available.  For  a  monthly  menu  call  Jane, 
826-2133. 

Paint  for  Le  $$.  Interior/exterior.  Expert  crack  re¬ 
pair.  attention  to  detail.  Free  color  consultation.  We 
give  you  the  very  best  for  le$$!  Excellent  refer¬ 
ences.  Call  Kacey,  206-0646. 

Bed  and  Breakfast,  quaint  garden  suite,  spacious, 
front  room,  full  kitchen,  big  bedroom  and  office 
area,  laundry  room,  modem  bathroom,  ornamental 
gas  fireplace,  arched  window  view  of  garden  with 
flowers,  ground  level,  separate  entrance,  quiet,  near 
26th  and  Sanchez,  close  to  shopping  and  trans¬ 
portation,  privacy.  Additional  rooms  available.  Call 
(415)  206-0202. 

Non-Toxic  Housecleaning.  It’s  healthy,  effective, 
and  affordable.  I’m  thorough,  reliable,  and  honest. 
Local  references.  Russell,  431-4975. 

Word  Processing  (expertise:  legai).  Tape  transcrip¬ 
tion,  editing,  mailings,  repetitive  letters,  resumes, 
letter  composition,  complmnt  letters.  Phone-in  dic¬ 
tation  system.  Dena  Reiner,  (415)  821-4661 . 

Don’t  Get  Framed!  Discover  shrink-wrap — the  af¬ 
fordable  alternative  to  framing  for  all  of  your  art¬ 
work —  posters,  photos,  kids’  art.  fabrics.  Innova¬ 
tive,  quake-friendly,  protective,  and  attractive.  Call 
for  details.  Art  Mirage,  826-3698. 

Liz’s  Unique  Bed  and  Breakfast.  Old  world  charm 
at  affordable  rates.  Guests  will  awaken  to  the  fra¬ 
grance  of  homemade  delicacies  and  fresh  ground 
coffee.  Call  Liz,  a  gracious  and  knowledgeable  host¬ 
ess.  (415)  648-2515. 

Motherhood — Is  It  for  Me?  Ambivalence  can  be 
immobilizing.  Support  groups  and  workshops  for 
women  exploring  the  many  feelings  associated  with 
this  choice.  Call  for  current  schedule.  Facilitators: 
Denise  Carlini,  M.F.C.C.,  and  Ann  Davidman, 
M.F.C.C.  752-9165. 

One-Eyed  Jacks.  We  buy  out  or  conduct  on¬ 
premises  estate  sides.  Will  also  buy  single  items,  i.e., 
period  furniture  from  1 960s  back  (some  newer)  and 
collectibles,  oriental  rugs,  art.  Jewelry,  lamps,  tools, 
garden  statuary  and  pottery,  bric-a-brac,  and  more. 
Call  or  visit  us  at  1645  Market  St.  621-4390  and 
585-1901,  Jim. 

Word  Processing:  Manuscripts,  theses,  disserta¬ 
tions,  tape  transcription.  Joanne,  431-0603. 

Dog  Walking  Service  of  San  Francisco.  731-0120. 

Gardening  Service:  Includes  consultations,  de¬ 
sign,  and  renovations.  Expert  planting,  pruning,  and 
maintenance.  626-1258. 

Tax  Preparation  for  individuals,  financial  services 
for  travelers  and  the  distracted.  Enrolled  Agent  li¬ 
censed  to  represent  clients  before  the  IRS.  Reason¬ 
able  rates.  $  1 0  discount  with  this  ad.  4 1 5-695- 1819. 
Gretchen  Beck,  E.A. 

Math  Tutoring:  (415)  285-1831. 

Now  Hiring  Dog  Walkers.  Call  Dog  Walking  Ser¬ 
vice  of  San  Francisco,  731-0120. 

Flute  Lessons.  Noe  Valley-based  flutist  with  B.A. 
and  M.M.  in  music  and  pedagogy,  accepting  stu¬ 
dents  of  all  ages  and  levels.  Carla,  (415)  648-3651. 

Relationship  Counseling.  Reduce  conflicts  and 
improve  communication  and  intimacy  with  rela¬ 
tionship  counseling,  individuals,  couples,  and  fam¬ 
ilies.  Dennis  Thatcher,  M.S.,  M.F.C.C.  license 
#MFC25186.  (415)  995-2916. 


The  Noe  Valley  Voice  wishes  you  the  best 
this  season  and  all  those  to  come. 


How  to  Place  a  Class  Ad 

It’s  easy.  Just  type  or  print  the  text  of 
your  ad,  multiply  the  number  of  words 
by  300  a  word,  and  enclose  a  check  or 
money  order  for  the  full  amount.  Note 
that  phone  numbers,  including  area 
code,  count  as  one  word. 

Mail  the  ad  and  check,  made  out  to 
the  Noe  Valley  Voice,  so  that  we  receive 
it  by  the  15th  of  the  month  before  the 
month  you’d  like  to  advertise  in.  Even  if 
the  ad  is  a  renewal  from  a  prior  issue, 
plea.se  send  us  the  full  text  of  your  ad. 

Discount  for  Repeat  Advertisers: 
TTie  Noe  Valley  Voice  publishes  a  news 
edition  10  months  a  year.  (We’re  on  va¬ 
cation  in  January  and  August.)  If  you 
place  the  same  class  ad  in  10  issues,  you 
are  entitled  to  a  10  percent  discount.  To 
figure  your  cost,  deduct  1 0  percent  from 
the  total  amount  due  for  10  issues. 

The  next  Voice  will  be  the  February 
1998  issue,  hitting  the  streets  of  Noe  Val¬ 
ley  on  Wednesday,  Feb.  4.  The  deadline 
for  Class  Ads  is  Jan.  15.  The  address  is 
Noe  Valley  Voice  Class  Ads,  1021 
Sanchez  St.,  San  Francisco,  CA  94114. 

Sorry,  but  we  are  unable  to  accept 
Class  Ad  orders  by  phone  or  email  at 
this  time.  However,  each  month’s  Class 
Ads  are  also  displayed  on  our  web  site: 
www.noevalleyvoice.com. 

Class  advertisers  should  keep  in  mind 
that  only  the  first  few  words  of  the  ad 
(not  to  exceed  one  line  of  type)  will  be 
set  in  bold.  Also,  receipts  and  tear  sheets 
will  be  provided  only  if  your  order  is  ac¬ 
companied  by  an  SASE.  Thank  you.  □ 


Vacation  Retreat  for  Noe  Vaileyans.  Calistoga/St. 
Helena  area.  Three  bedrooms,  two  baths,  sleeps  six 
(maximum);  large  decks  with  views  of  stream/for- 
est;  fireplace  with  wood  supplied;  30  acres,  trails, 
all-year  stream,  koi  pond;  $250/two-night  weekend, 
$275/three-night  weekend,  $75/night  mid-week 
with  two-night  minimum;  $500/week;  $1,500/ 
month.  Ten  percent  discount  to  all  repeat  guests. 
647-3052. 

CEF  Contractors.  License  #706109.  Residential 
remodel  and  termite  repairs.  Carpentry,  tile,  drywall 
and  plaster,  plumbing,  electrical,  paint.  Excellent 
references  including  Noe  Valley  locality.  Call  Curt, 
(510)654-4963. 

Lynda  the  Gardener.  Complete  landscape  service. 
Experienced  and  skilled  professional  craftspeople. 
Redwood  fences,  decks,  and  arbors.  Brick,  stone, 
concrete:  walls,  walks,  and  patios.  Irrigation,  lawns, 
planting,  expert  pruning,  and  maintenance.  Let  us 
install  your  dream  garden.  Serving  Noe  Valley  since 
1986.  Free  estimate.  Referrals.  License  #543983. 
Lynda,  759-1335. 

Stressless  Housecleaning.  Superior  quality.  Cus¬ 
tomized  cleaning.  Errand  services.  Free  estimates. 
Call  Jeanine,  564-2877. 

Home  for  the  Holidays!  Commissioned  watercol- 
'ors  from  $40,  plus  tax.  Specializing  in  houses,  gar¬ 
dens,  and  views  of  San  Francisco.  Free  consultation 
with  no  obligation.  You’ll  see  samples  of  my  work, 
and  we’ll  discuss  your  idea  for  a  painting.  Call 
Susan  Stemau  at  285-0696. 

Ayurveda.  Ayurveda  is  the  science  of  life;  it  is  a  tru¬ 
ly  ancient  holistic  health  system  from  India  and  a 
sister  science  to  yoga.  This  seven-week  class  pro¬ 
vides  an  introduction  to  Ayurveda,  with  emphasis 
on  the  linkages  between  Ayurveda  and  yoga.  Note: 
The  purpose  of  this  course  is  Ayurvedic  education. 
We  will  not  be  giving  consultations,  treatments,  or 
prescriptions.  Required  text:  Prakruti:  Your 
Ayurvedic  Constitution,  by  Dr.  Robert  Svoboda 
(available  at  the  Institute  for  $13).  Fridays,  begin¬ 
ning  Jan.  14,  6  to  7:30  p.m.  $49.  Integral  Yoga  In¬ 
stitute.  770  Dolores  St.  (415)  821-1117. 

Words  Wanted:  The  Noe  Valley  Voice  welcomes 
submissions  of  poems,  stories,  and  essays,  particu¬ 
larly  those  with  neighborhood  themes.  Payment 
upon  publication.  Send  manuscript  (typed,  please), 
plus  name,  address,  and  phone,  to  the  Noe  Valley 
Voice,  1021  Sanchez  St.,  San  Francisco,  CA941 14. 


Kobliska  Construction 

Lie. 459114 

■  20  Years  Experience 

■  Foundations 

■  Decks  &  Stairs 

■  Kitchens  &  Baths 

■  Room  Additions 

■  Small  Jobs,  Too! 

(415)  648-3020 
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Noe  Valley  Services 


•  architectuipK^ARINQ 

•  graphic  pESiON 


Judy  kahn 
415.641.1432 


Leave  It  To  Nacho 

Cleaning  &  Hauling 


Garage,  Basement  &  Yards 
Construction  Site  Clean-ups 


Free  Estimates— Reasonable  Rates 


I  415  589-1425 


T  U  G  G  E  Y'S 

Hardware  for  the  hand)rperson 
Denny  Giovannoli 

OpenM-F  8:30-6:00 
Sat  9-5 
Sun  11-3 

3885  24th  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA  94114 
415-282-5081 


PEACHES 

PAINTING 

Add  color  to  your  life 

I  Service  with  care  at  rates  that  are  fair  ' 

25%  off  with  ad 

jCall  641-9434! 

L  i  c  6  1  8  6  9  3 


A 

North 

Cal 

Roofing 

Lie  #569521 

John  Bailey 

415  333-3701 

All  Types 

Free  Estimates 

£  gardens 

^  Design ,  Renovation  and 

Gardening 

1  M  Sensitive  approach  to 

W 

creating  and  caring  for 
m  ^  your  special  retreat  space. 

m  Environmentally 

w  appropriate  plantings  and 

f/  organic  garden  methods. 

'  Ik.  #651703 

Call  Michele  Schaal 

(415)  282-1612 

JOURNEYMAN  ROOFER 
AVAILABLE! 

(for  minor  work) 

Uses  new  “Roofing  Rubber” 
for  all  leaks. 

Specialist  in  the  “Hard  Leaks”. 
License  test  passed  in  1981 . 
Roofing  since  1965.  Many  refs. 
B.Sc.degree.  Roofing  reports 

415-978-9375 


COLOR  TOUCH 
PAINTING  &  DECORATING 

“We’ve  got  the  touch” 

•  Fine  interior  and  exterior  painting 

•  Color  consultations 

•  Drywall  repair,  water  and  earthquake  damage 

•  Lacquer,  staining,  faux  and  speciaity  finishes 

TODD  452-91 D8 

Lie  #698327 


E  A  ELECTRIC 

CA  Lie.  #593027 

Free  Estimates 

Prices  given  on  the  spot! 

DOC  TRAIHIliC 

One-on-one  bions 

Low  Rates 

in  the  doq’5  own  environment 
(home'^or  lousiness) 

Po.  Box  •  S^^AHC^  tfUl- 

415. 585.0432 

PAGER;4I5. 896.T256 

$  CASH  NOW  $ 


For  Structured  Settlements 
Annuities,  Lotteries, 
Inheritances,  Royalties 
GLOBAL  INVESTMENTS 

The  Smart  Financial  Alternative  To 
Periodic  Payments 
Call  For  A  FREE  Brochure 


(415)  648-2506 


QUALITY  CLEANING 
&  HAULING 


Garage,  Basement  & 
Backyard  Services 

FREE  ESTIMATES 


Gruner 


Plumbing 


'  New  Construction 
>  Repairs 
'  Droin  Cleaning 


|jC6»S6  HflJlMl 


TsI  4I5.333.I527 
Pager  415.807.5855 


HodiaH  Hauling 

FAST  FRIENDLY  SERVICE 
FREE  ESTIMATES 
Yard  Cleaning,  Debris  Removal 
Household  Cleanup 
Moving  and  Delivery 

DAVID  (415)  643-9920 


HANDiMEN 

VICTORIANS  •  HOUSECALLS  •  REPAIRS 
CUSTOM  RETROFITTING  •  WALLS 
DOORS  •  WINDOWS  •  FLOORS  •  PAINT 
SHEETROCK  &  PLASTER  •  TILING 
SOUNDPROOF  ACOUSTIC  PARTITIONS 
ELECTRICAL 

826-8766 


Are  You  Ready  for 
“El  Nino”  ? 

Full  Gardening  Services 

Pruning  •  Lawns  •  Maintenance 
Cleannps  •  Irrigation  •  Planting 

Jorge  can  transform  your 
jungle  into  a  paradise 

Free  Estimates  Call  826-7840 


Yoel's 

Hauling 

•  Yard  &  Garage  Cleanup 
•  Dump  Runs 

•  Honest  &  Very  Responsible 


(415)  282-2023 
Pager;  202-6572 


ROBERT'S 
QUALITY 
PAINTING 

Interior  •  Exterior 
Serving  Moe  Mzlley  since  1985 

"NO  JOB  TOO  SMALL” 

Uc.  #526359  553-3838 


INDEPENDENT  VOLVO  SERVICE 


POPULAR 

MECHANIX 

LOANER  VOLVO/SHUTTLE  SERVICE 
ALL  VOLVO  MODELS 
ALL  VOLVO  SERVICES 
SINCE  1983 

621-0376 

252  14th  street 


OBC  CONSTRUCTION 

GENERAL  CONTRACTOR 


FOUNDATION  WORK:  Serving  SF 

RETAINING  WALLS  Since  1975 

ORYROT 

TERMITE  REPAIRS 
CONCRETE  FOOTINGS  ANO  PIERS 

EARTHQUAKE  PROOFING: 

FOUNDATION  BOLTS 
SHEAR  WALLS 
POST/BEAM  HARDWARE 
AND  OTHER  SEISMIC  WORK 


References 

Available 


826-6918 


Free 

Estimates 


CALIF. 

LICENSE 

#525753 


PAUL  NOLAN  PLUMBING 


415-531-4307 

Remodeling 
Repairs 

•Experienced  Drain  Cleaning 
•Reliable 

•  Rapid  Response  Lie.  397429 


progressive, 
cost-sensitive 
design  for  interior 
and  exterior  reno  • 
vation,  addition 
and  restoration; 
small-scale 
residential  projects, 
welcomed. 


chuck  anthony 
orchitectimil  design 

415  863-8426 


PET  QUARTERS 

Do2  Walking  •  Day  Care  for  Dors 
Boarding 


Toni  Amelung  366  Paris  Street 

415-584-1767  San  Francisco^  CA  941 1 22 


WALLPAPERING 

Professional 
Paperhanging 
&  Wallcovering  Removal 

VICTOR  282-3879 

FREE  ESTIMATES 


(415)  957-5133 


CB  A  COMPLETE  PLUMBING  SERVICE 


Lone  Star  Plumbing 

COPPER  PIPING  •  WATER  HEATERS 
CODE  WORK  •  FIRE  SPRINKLERS 

Victorian  Remodeling  Specialists 
Condo  Conversion  Compliance 

SERVICE  AND  REPAIR 

641-9234 

Noe  Valley  location  since  1977 


Some  services  advertised 
in  the  Noe  Valley  Voice  may 
be  performed  by  individuals 
and  companies  not  licensed 
by  the  State  of  California. 
The  Voice  is  not  responsible 
for  the  services  of  these 
individuals  and  companies. 
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Don’t  Fade  Away. 

Keep  Your  Business  Image 
out  where  the  public 
can  see  it:  in  the  pages  of 

The  Noe  Valley  Voice 

Call  Steve  at  239-1114 


»  'i*  )  •  > 


Tote  Those  Oats.  A  delivery  to  the  kitchen  storeroom  of  Savor  Restaurant  on  24th  Street  is  a  task  you  can't  take  lightly.  Photo  by  Bevedy  Thotp 


San  Francisco  AIDS  Foundation 


In  our  less  than  open, 
less  than  accepting 
society,  many  gay  men 
have  found  themselves 
with  no  one  to  talk  to. 
And  more  importantly, 
no  one  to  understand 
them.  But  no  longer. 
The  Compass  Project. 
Free  counseling  for  the 
emotional  pressures  of 
being  and  staying  HIV-. 


begin  a  dialog 

A 


415  487  8010 

www.sfaf.org 
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and  now  for  the 

RUMORS 

behind  the  news 


Nothing  Is  Easy 

By  Mazook 

BETWEEN  A  ROCK  AND  A  HARD  PLACE: 
Plans  to  put  a  memorial  bench  —  dedi¬ 
cated  to  Audrey  Rodgers,  a  Dolores 
Heights  activist — on  a  grassy  strip  at  the 
comer  of  Sanchez  and  2 1  st  streets  have 
apparently  stalled. 

Rodgers  died  in  1994,  after  leading  the 
Dolores  Heights  Improvement  Club  for 
many  years.  During  the  ’60s,  she  was  in¬ 
strumental  in  getting  the  city  to  carve  out 
the  Dolores  Heights  Special  Use  District, 
which  today  preserves  many  of  our  older 
homes  and  amenities  in  the  area. 

The  memorial  bench  was  supposed  to 
go  in  the  lO-by-30-foot  public  right  of 
way  on  the  west  side  of  Sanchez  near  2 1  st. 
Voice  readers  will  recall  that  the  now  va¬ 
cant  patch  of  land  is  actually  on  property 
belonging  to  one  of  four  large  houses  built 
by  contractor  Seamus  McGee.  The  tiny 
park  was  to  have  two  levels  and  a  paved 
pathway  for  wheelchair  access,  plus  a 
bench,  a  chair,  and  a  memorial  stone,  in 
a  native  plant  setting. 

This  idea  was  hatched  in  the  summer 
of  ’96,  about  the  time  construction  of  the 
comer  house  began.  We  reported  that  de¬ 
veloper  McGee  met  with  some  of  the 
neighbors  and  got  in  touch  with  Janice 
Bracken,  Rodgers’  daughter,  who  coinci¬ 
dentally  was  moving  back  to  the  Bay 
Area.  Everybody  agreed  that  a  mini-park 
with  a  maxi-view  would  be  a  nice  tribute 
to  the  very  popular  Rodgers. 

By  November  ’96,  all  parties  were 
moving  forward.  Bracken  had  gotten  the 
Itmdscape  designed,  and  she’d  lined  up  a 
large  piece  of  redwood  and  a  well-known 
sculptor,  J.B.  Blunk.  She’d  also  courted 
the  Dolores  Heights  Improvement  Club 
and  won  their  endorsement. 

At  year’s  end,  Monte  and  Louise 
Zweben  purchased  the  comer  house  (on 
whose  land  the  right  of  way  exists).  The 
new  owners  also  lent  their  support  to  the 
memorial  project. 

It  came  as  no  surprise  then  that  the 
Planning  Commission  gave  its  approval 
in  April  of  this  year.  Permits  were  issued. 
Bracken  went  ahead  and  paid  $6,000  to 
the  sculptor.  By  September,  the  project 
planners  were  ready  to  excavate. 

s  s  s 

BUT  WAIT  A  MINUTE:  In  September, 
Seamus  McGee  informed  Bracken  that  he 
was  no  longer  willing  to  do  the  excava¬ 
tion —  his  contribution  to  the  original 
plan.  Undaunted,  Bracken  hired  another 
contractor. 

Then  in  October  the  Zwebens  sent  out 
a  letter  to  Sanchez  Hill  residents  inform¬ 
ing  them  that  “several  neighbors  have 


What  do  you  think  of  the  new  newspaper  kiosk  in  front  of  Bell  Market?  Should  pedestal  racks  replace  the  freestanding  racks  that  jostle 
for  space  on  our  sidewalks?  Let  the  city  know  your  opinion  by  filling  out  the  survey  in  one  of  the  cubbyholes.  Photo  by  Najib  Joe  Hakim 


registered  their  concerns”  about  the  proj¬ 
ect.  The  letter  went  on  to  say  that  three 
main  issues  were  being  raised: 

“  1 .  A  public  park  with  a  seating  area 
will  exacerbate  the  current  problems  the 
hilltop  experiences  with  used  needles, 
condoms,  and  vagrant  sleepovers; 

“2.  The  memorial  park  requires  signif¬ 
icant  excavation  of  the  hillside  which  re¬ 
duces  the  area  available  for  landscaping 
with  native  planting.  The  hillside  cur¬ 
rently  has  full  landscaping  plans  includ¬ 
ing  native  Californian  plants,  which  we 
have  agreed  to  water  and  maintain;  and 

“3.  There  is  a  likelihood  that  further  ex¬ 
cavation  will  damage  the  existing  cypress 
tree,  especially  since  its  root  system  ap¬ 
pears  to  be  in  the  direction  of  the  proposed 
memorial  park.” 

The  Zwebens  then  asked  for  comments 
from  their  immediate  neighbors  and  in¬ 
vited  them  to  come  over  to  their  house  and 
review  the  plans. 

In  November,  the  Zwebens  reported  to 
the  neighbors  that  of  the  32  households 
they  contacted,  19  had  responded:  3  fa¬ 
vored  the  project,  1 1  opposed,  3  ab¬ 
stained,  and  2  wanted  more  information. 

Bracken,  of  course,  is  quite  concerned 
about  the  latest  turn  of  events,  and  she 
doesn’t  want  to  pursue  the  design  “if 


everybody’s  unhappy.”  But  she  hopes  that 
a  scaled-down  memorial  to  her  mother 
can  still  be  placed  on  the  comer. 

For  her  part,  Louise  Zweben  says  she 
is  looking  forward  “to  working  directly 
with  Janice  Bracken  to  satisfy  her  needs 
as  well  as  those  of  the  neighbors.” 

Let’s  hope  some  sort  of  accord  can  be 
reached. 

s  s  a 

ALSO  STALLED  are  the  plans  by  the 
Noe  Valley  Merchants  and  Professionals 
Association  (NVMPA)  to  add  80  parking 
spaces  to  Downtown  Noe  Valley. 

The  idea  was  to  have  diagonal  parking 
on  Noe  and  Castro  streets  and  to  convert 
certain  Muni  bus  stops  to  pedestrian 
boarding  bubbles,  such  as  the  one  in  front 
of  Noe’s  Bar  at  24th  and  Church. 

Earlier  this  year,  the  Merchants  sur¬ 
veyed  the  entire  24th  Street  corridor  in 
hopes  of  ferreting  out  potential  parking 
spaces.  The  Department  of  Parking  and 
Traffic  did  its  own  survey  in  June. 

The  association  also  got  over  1,200 
people  to  sign  a  petition  in  support  of  the 
parking  changes,  and  received  additional 
endorsements  from  supervisors  Leland 
Yee  and  Gavin  Newsom.  Michael  Edd- 
ings,  principal  of  James  Lick  Middle 
School,  even  came  out  in  favor  of  diago¬ 
nal  parking  on  Noe  and  Castro. 

On  Oct.  22,  merchants  president 
Robert  Roddick  sent  letters  to  DPT  chief 
Bill  Maher  and  to  the  man  at  Muni  in 
charge  of  bus  stops,  Duncan  Watry. 

Since  then,  he’s  been  twisting  in  the 
wind.  Roddick  has  had  no  response  from 
either  Muni  or  Parking  and  Traffic.  Nev¬ 
ertheless,  he’s  hopeful  that  these  matters 


will  go  forward  “after  the  holidays.” 

Meanwhile,  Roddick  is  finding  solace 
in  the  number  of  vacant  parking  places  in 
his  association’s  new  logo  (pictured  on 
this  page).  The  logo  is  the  winner  of  a  de¬ 
sign  contest  sponsored  by  the  NVMPA. 
The  $1(X)  prize  went  to  artist  Jill  Bartlett. 

Roddick  says  the  new  window  decals 
will  be  ready  to  tack  up  by  early  next  year. 
“They  will  be  distributed  to  each  of  our, 
103  members,”  he  says,  “all  of  whom  I 
hope  the  public  will  support.” 

ass 

THE  LATEST  WORD  on  the  Hahn’s 
Habachi  roast  at  Castro  and  24th  is  that 
the  Planning  Commission  has  granted  the 
restaurant’s  request  to  change  its  status 
from  a  “small  fast-food  restaurant”  to  a 
“full-service  restaurant.” 

(This  distinction  is  important  because 
Planning  added  the  stipulation  that  the 
space  must  remain  “full-service,”  and  not 
revert  to  “fast-food.”) 

However,  at  a  hearing  Nov.  20,  the 
commission  ordered  Hahn’s  to  apply  for 
a  permit  to  install  an  odor  abatement  de¬ 
vice  called  a  “Smog  Hog.”  It  also  gave  the 
restaurant  10  weeks  to  install  the  system 
and  then  report  back  to  City  Planning. 

Continued  on  Page  63 


Guitar  Lessons 
$20  - 1/2  hour  •  $35  -  hour 

Patient  Teachers  with  a  half  century  of 
combined  experience. 

All  styles  +  other  fretted  insturments. 
3914  A  24th  St.  •  415-821-6644 


Now  under  new  oivnership 


Noe  Valley  Tien  Fu 

BAR  &  RESTAURANT 


Delicious  Chinese  Specialties 
Open  for  Lunch  and  Dinner  Daily 

Take  Out  &  Free  Delivery  Available 

OPEN  DAILY,  1 1  AM-1 1  PM 
3945  24th  Street  282-9502  •  282-6688 
Across  from  Bell  Market 


World  Class  Color  Salon 

1996  L’Oreal  Award  for  Color  Excellence 

Over  Ten  Years  of  Personal  Service  &  Great  Style 
“We  bring  out  the  best  in  you.” 


3836  24th  St.  San  Francisco  641 .8948 


I 
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/?lice's 

RESTAURANT 

Hunan  and  Mandarin  Style 

OPEN  FOR  LUNCH  AND  DINNER 
Serving  a  Complete  Chinese  Menu 
The  Finest  in  Chinese  Cuisine! 

Take-out  Available 
WE 


Open  for  Lunch: 
Monday-Friday 
llam-3pm 
Serving  Dinner: 
Monday-Thursday 
nam-9:15pm 

Friday-Saturday  llam-lO  pm 
Sunday  12  noon-9:15pm 


Noe  Valley 
1599  Sanchez  Street 
(at  29th  Street) 
282-8999 
Newly  Remodeled 
Glass  Decor 


from  your  neighborhood  newspaper 


The  Noe  Valley  Voice 

and  Thank  You  for  your  generous 

Support 
in  1997 


Martha 

&BROS. 


COFFEE  COMPANY 


We  Roast  Our  Own! 

Offering  50  Varieties 
of  Coffee  by  the  Pound 
or  Half-Pound 

A  Very  Large  Variety  of  Teas 

ALL  OUR  BODUM  PRODUCTTS 
20%  OFF 

Happy  Holidays  to  all 
our  Noe  Valley 
fheuds  and  customers 


SINCE 


19  8  7 


3868  24th  Street  641-4433 
Also: 

1551  Church  Street 
(at  Duncan) 

648-1166 


*1«*  OFF 


ANY  I  U  MG  Of  COf  FEE 

riWHONUm 


DEADBASE  IX 
NOW 

IN  Stock! 


Cyber  Shop 


FOR 


Deadheads! 


T-Shirts,  CD’s 
Books,  Percussion 
Screensavers! 


on  the  Internet: 


www.ggould.com/rosery 


on  AOL: 


keyword:  gdstore 
by  phone: 


415/759-5199 


Visa/Mastercard  OK 


(IdOULU.COID 


IT’S  THE 
GIFT  OF 
A  LIFETIME. 


Making  a  bequest  to  the 
American  Heart  Association 
says  something  special  about 
you.  It’s  a  gift  of  health  for 
future  generations  —  an 
unselfish  act  of  caring. 

Your  gift  will  fund  research 
and  educational  programs  to 
fight  cardiovascular  diseases. 
And  bring  others  the  joy  and 
freedom  of  good  health. 

To  learn  more  about  how 
you  can  leave  a  legacy  for  the 
future,  call  1-800-AHA-USAl. 
Do  it  today. 

Americ£Ln  Heart 

AssociationJ^^ 

Fitting  Heart  Dtsease 
and  Stroke 

This  space  provided  as  a  pubtic  service. 

©1992,  Amencart  Heart  Association 


COMMUNICATE 

your  needs  to  your  neighbors. 

ADVERTISE  m  the  Noe  Valley  Voice. 

CALL  STEVE:  239-1114  DISPUY  ADS 


ONLY 


St.  CLAIR’S 

WlMe  &  SPIRITS 


Micro-brewed  beers. 

Fine  wines  &  champagne. 

Single  malt  scotches  &  premium  teguilas. 
Seer  hegs. 

8IO  seiecTioM  oFPiNe  cigars 

ooit  mces  arc  twe  tovest  in  hoe  vaixev 
5900  MTH  ST  ®  SANCHeZ  .  M2-4900 
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Courtyard  Cafe 

Not  associated  with  the  former  24th  Street  Courtyard  Cafe 

1361  Church  Street  (at  Chpper) 

UNDER  NEW  OWNERSHIP 

Serving  Breakfast,  Lunch,  Dinner 

**#*#*#*#**##******# 

Dine  on  our  outdoor  patio 

Ask  about  private  parties  -  birthdays,  anniversaries,  weddings  -  in  our  sheltered  patio  or 
private  room  -  seating  up  to  45  people.  Also  a  great  place  for  office  meetings. 


Homemade  pancakes,  ffitattas, 

&  make-your-own  omelettes 

Salads,  sandwiches,  soups, 
homemade  breads 


'  FREE  " 

APPETIZER 

Buy  two  dinner  entrees 
and  receive  a  free 
appetizer  or  a  salad 

One  coupon  per  table 
Not  valid  on  Holidays 
With  coupon  only 

Expires  1/31/98 

i - - - 1 


The  Best  Place 
in  Noe  Valley  for 
Your  Holiday  Party 

Lovely  Private 

Room  &  Deck 

Available  Now  for 

Christmas 

&  New  Year’s 

Open  10:30  am -9:30  pm,  Monday -Saturday 
8:30  am -4  pm  Saturday  &  Sunday  Brunch 


r  1.  Pastas,  fish,  chicken,  vegetarian 

or  inner  *  Wishes,  authentic  Spanish  paella 

******  NoeVaffey's  best  kept  secret  *  #  *  *  *  641-0678  *##**# 


THE  NOE  VALLEY  VOICE 


OF  COMMUNITY  |OURNAUSM 


^  LAW  ^ 
OFFICES 


ROBERT  T.  RODDICK 

Attorney-at-Law 

1330  Castro  at  24th  Street 

phone:  (415)  641-8687 
fax:  (415)  641-4737 
e-mail:  noelaw@aol.com 

Holiday  Qreetings! 

FREE  INITIAL  CONSULTATION 

LIVING  TRUSTS  •  WILLS  •  PROBATE 
DURABLE  POWERS  OF  ATTORNEY 
PERSONAL  INJURY  •  AUTO  ACCIDENTS 
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and  now  for  the 

RUMORS 

behind  the  news 


Continued  from  Page  6! 

About  a  dozen  neighbors  showed  up  to 
air  their  grievances  over  the  stinky  ex¬ 
haust  that  has  been  wafting  downwind. 

Let’s  hope  the  Smog  Hog  will  bestow 
some  peace  and  goodwill  on  all  those  who 
have  had  to  endure  the  problem  for  the 
past  two  years. 

s  a  s 

UPDATING  THE  UPDATES:  It  looks  as 
if  permits  will  also  be  issued  for  a  new 
full-service  Thai  restaurant  opening  on 
the  comer  of  29th  and  Church  streets.  The 
former  occupant,  Stellings  Market,  will 
move  next  door  and  share  space  with 
Drewes  Meat  Market. 

Zephyr  Realty  has  dropped  plans  to  add 
a  second  floor  to  its  building  on  24th 
Street.  Says  Zephyr  owner  Bill  Drypol- 
cher,  “We  discovered  that  [putting  up]  a 
second  story  would  make  it  virtually  im¬ 
possible  to  keep  the  office  open  during 
constmction,”  estimated  at  three  months. 
The  real  estate  firm  might  look  into  build¬ 
ing  an  addition  at  a  later  time,  he  said.  But 
for  now,  it’s  going  to  concentrate  on  open¬ 
ing  a  third  office  on  Brannan  Street. 

Rumors  that  the  Castro  Star — a  news¬ 
paper  in  the  Castro  that  is  similar  to  the 
Voice — will  cease  publication  at  the  end 
of  the  year  are  tme.  According  to  Editor 
Bob  Burnside,  who  started  the  nonprofit 
venture  last  year,  it  became  increasingly 
difficult  to  singlehandedly  mn  the  whole 
operation.  The  December  issue  will  no 
doubt  be  a  collector’s  item. 

The  good  news  is  (maybe)  that  the  Cas¬ 
tro  Star  plans  to  merge  with  another 
neighborhood  monthly,  the  Western  Edi¬ 
tion.  Burnside  says  the  two  papers  have 
hopes  of  producing  a  new  hybrid  called 
the  “San  Francisco  Observer.” 

s  s  s 

NOE  VALLEY  FILMMAKER  Christian 
Schneider  has  a  hit  on  his  hands  called  The 
Chariot  Races.  The  29-minute  video  takes 
you  on  a  ride  with  John  Davis,  a  Para¬ 
lympic  Gold  Medalist  ski  racer  and  pio¬ 
neer  of  the  sport  of  wheelchair  racing. 

Christian  was  bom  and  raised  and  still 
lives  right  here  in  Noe  Valley. 

The  film  was  sponsored  by  The  Hart¬ 
ford  insurance  company,  and  has  already 
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won  fourawards,  including  the  Silver  Ap¬ 
ple  of  the  1997  National  Educational  Me¬ 
dia  Network,  the  1997  People’s  Choice 
Award  at  the  Telluride  Mountain  Film 
Festival,  and  a  “Best  in  Show”  from  the 
1997  International  Ski  Film  Festival.  (If 
you’d  like  to  see  it,  call  1  -800-359-5437.) 

Kudos  also  to  former  Noe  Valleon  Tara 
Ison,  who  spent  her  time  here  writing 
what  will  probably  become  a  national 
bestseller:  A  Child  Out  of  Alcatraz. 

As  the  title  suggests,  Tara  grew  up  on 
Alcatraz,  the  daughter  of  a  prison  guard. 
The  story  is  set  during  the  1950s,  and  ac¬ 
cording  to  Tara,  “is  a  story  of  a  ‘typical’ 
American  family — a  husband,  a  wife,  and 
children — but  as  the  prison  deteriorates 
over  30  years,  so  does  the  family.” 

The  book,  published  by  Faber  &  Faber, 
should  be  out  in  paperback  by  Febmary. 

®  s  s 

THOSE  DESIGNER  NEWSRACKS  re¬ 
cently  installed  in  front  of  Bell  Market  are 
part  of  a  six-month  pilot  project  under¬ 
taken  by  the  Department  of  Public  Works 
at  the  behest  of  the  Board  of  Supervisors. 

The  program  asks  San  Francisco  resi¬ 
dents  to  compare  several  designs  of  fixed- 
pedestal  news  racks.  According  to  DPW, 
the  eventual  goal  is  to  rid  our  streets  of 
“the  proliferation  of  free-standing  news- 
racks  on  our  sidewalks,  causing  conges¬ 
tion,  visual  blight,  and  safety  concerns.” 

Once  they  get  public  feedback,  the  su¬ 
pervisors  might  approve  amendments  to 
the  city’s  newsrack  ordinance  that  would 
do  away  with  the  free-standing  racks  (and 
possibly  freedom  of  speech). 

Dan  Bmgmann,  DPW’s  newsrack  pro¬ 
gram  manager,  says  the  Noe  Valley  loca¬ 
tion  is  one  of  10  spots  across  the  city 
sporting  the  trial  units.  Survey  sheets  are 
available  on  the  top  of  the  racks,  but  dur¬ 
ing  the  rains  you  should  look  in  the  cub- 


Support  the  Arts 

through 

San  Francisco’s 


VOLUNTARY 


ARTS 


CONTRIBUTION 


fUND 

VACF  is  a  program  of  the 
City  and  County  of  San  Francisco 

For  more  information 
call  (415)  554-6710 
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byholes.  Bmgmann  invites  as  many  of 
you  as  possible  to  complete  the  question¬ 
naire  and  return  it  to  him  (by  Dec.  3 1)  or 
call  him  at  554-6926.  He’ll  write  his  re¬ 
port  at  the  first  of  the  year. 

So  far,  he  has  received  40  responses 


Look  for  this  new  decal,  designed  by  Jill 
Bartlett,  to  appear  on  24th  Street  shop  win¬ 
dows  after  the  first  of  the  year. 

from  Noe  Valley  and  over  700  citywide. 
The  makers  of  the  news  racks,  by  the  way, 
are  the  S.F.  Newspaper  Agency,  USA  To¬ 
day,  City  Solutions,  and  JC  Decaux. 


Your  vote  should  be  sent  to  DPW  Pub¬ 
lic  Affairs,  875  Stevenson  St.,  Room  410, 
San  Francisco,  CA  94103-0934.  The 
questionnaires  have  pre-paid  postage,  so 
that  should  make  things  easy. 

NOE  VOTER  TURNOUT  in  the  munic¬ 
ipal  election  on  Nov.  4  was  a  les.son  in 
minority  mle.  Only  29.8  percent  of  peo¬ 
ple  registered  to  vote  in  Noe  Valley  actu¬ 
ally  went  to  the  polls. 

Diamond  Heights  had  the  largest  vot¬ 
er  turnout  in  the  city,  with  35.3  percent. 

Noe  Valley  voted  over  50  percent  for 
our  homie  Susan  Leal  for  city  treasurer. 
Leal  got  nearly  as  many  votes  as  Louise 
Renne,  who  was  mnning  unopposed. 

We  voted  yes  on  Proposition  F:  the 
measure  allowing  the  Mt.  Davidson  cross 
to  be  sold  and  maintained  privately.  The 
vote  was  3,160  for,  1,704  against. 

On  the  Save  the  Central  Freeway  issue 
(Proposition  H),  Noe  Valley  voted  the 
freeway  down,  3,248  to  1,674.  City  wide, 
the  measure  passed  by  a  narrow  margin. 

My  vote  is  for  you  to  have  a  happy  hol¬ 
iday  season.  Remember,  think  globally, 
shop  locally.  Until  next  year,  bye  kids.  □ 


San  Francisco 
Auto  Repair  Center 

611  FLORIDA  STREET  (Near  18th  St)  •  S.F.,  CA  94110 

_ 285-8588 _ 

FOREIGN  AND  DOMESTIC  AUTO  REPAIRS 
OFFICIAL  CALIFORNIA  SMOG  STATION 

•  Free  Shuttle  Service  to  &  from  BART,  Downtown  &  Nearby 

Neighborhoods  ♦  Basic  Auto  Repair  Classes 
♦  “Do-it- Yourself”  Membership  Available 
♦  Men  &  Women  Mechanics 
♦  Dependable,  Guaranteed  Work— Honest  Prices 

•  Check  Engine  Light/Ccmputer  Diagnostics/Driveahility  Problems 

•  Emission  Systems/Smog  Test  Failure  Diagnosis  &  Repair 

•  Tune  Up/Lube  Service/Regular  Maintenance 

•  Cooling  Systems/Brakes/Clutches/General  Repairs 

•  Air  Conditioning/Heaters  •  Timing  Belts 

•  Electrical  Problems/Rewiring/Short  Circuits 

•  Windows/Doors/Vandalism  Repairs  •  Four-Wheel  Drive  Service 

•  Struts/Shocks/Suspension/Steering  •  CV  Joint  Axle  Service 

•  Engine  &  Transmission  Rebuilding  &  Replacement 

•  Used  Car  Prepurchase  Diagnostic  Inspection  Service 


OPEN  7  DAYS  A  WEEK 


$10 
OFF 
SMOG 
INSPECTION 


^  FREE 
BRAKE 
& 

SAFETY 
INSPECTION 

($25  VALUE) 
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Non-Fiction 

- - 


The  ‘Mouse’ 
in  the  Yard 

by 


Tricia  Goldberg 


(  )  /  WENT  DOWNSTAIRS  TO 

N - ^  water  the  garden,  and  out  of 

the  corner  of  my  eye  I  saw  something  that 
made  me  jump:  a  dead  rat,  next  to  our 
tightly  closed  composter.  There  were  only 
two  or  three  flies,  but  I  could  tell  the  rat 
was  dead.  I  hoped  it  might  be  a  mouse,  but 
it  was  too  big. 

I  thought  about  all  the  things  I  could 
do,  and  at  the  same  time  I  wondered  why 
it  bothered  me  so  much  to  find  a  dead  rat 
for  only  the  second  time  in  six  years.  I 
wasn’t  worried  at  all  about  finding  a  live  rat 
or  being  infested  (a  creepy  word)  with 
them.  Well,  I  wouldn’t  have  been  thrilled 
to  find  a  live  rat  darting  through  the  yard. 

The  Other  Time 

The  other  time  I  found  a  rat  was  a  rare 
weekend  when  my  husband  was  away.  It 
was  next  to  the  tightly  covered  garbage  can 
in  front  of  our  building.  I  made  the  horrid 
discovery  on  Sunday  night,  and  Monday 
morning  is  our  garbage  day.  I  had  to  carry 
the  garbage  can  to  the  sidewalk.  But  I 
couldn’t  move  the  can  and  ignore  the  rat. 
And  I  couldn’t  leave  it  there  for  an  entire 
week  until  the  next  garbage  day.  If  I  did,  I 
would  think  about  it  every  time  I  came 
home  or  went  out.  It  would  start  to  decay. 
Other  bugs  besides  flies  would  come. 

I  carefully  planned  what  I  would  do.  I 
would  wait  until  my  two  daughters  were 
sound  asleep,  and  then  I  would  do  it — get 
rid  of  the  body.  Maybe  that’s  how  the  bad 
guys  feel  when  they  have  to  dispose  of  their 
victim.  They’ve  killed  someone,  but  then 
what? 

I  found  an  old  broom  and,  without 
looking,  swept  the  rat  into  our  only  dust- 
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pan  (I  would  wash  it  later).  Then,  again 
without  looking,  I  dropped  it  in  a  double 
Bell  Market  plastic  bag  and  tied  it.  After 
taking  the  garbage  can  downstairs,  I  lifted 
the  lid  and  looked  away  while  I  delicately 
placed  the  bag  inside.  I  didn’t  want  to  hear 
it  move,  and  I  didn’t  want  to  see  the  shape 
the  rat  might  make. 

I  sat  at  the  kitchen  table,  relieved  after 
my  ordeal,  and  sipped  a  glass  of  wine. 

I  didn’t  think  about  it  again  until  the 
children  and  I  were  leaving  the  next  morn¬ 
ing  and  I  noticed  the  can  at  the  curb.  The 
garbage  collectors  had  put  the  lid  inside  the 
can.  I  carefully  lifted  the  lid  out,  and  even 
though  I  didn’t  want  to,  I  looked  in. 

It  was  empty. 

With  great  relief  and  satisfaction,  I 
carried  the  can  upstairs  as  though  nothing 
had  happened. 


This  Time 

This  time  around,  1  was  sure  I  could 
throw  the  rat  away.  I’d  done  it  before.  On 
the  other  hand,  knowing  my  husband 
wouldn’t  be  bothered  a  bit  (although  he’d 
wonder  why  I  hadn’t  just  done  it  myself), 
I  decided  to  ask  him  to  throw  it  away. 

The  only  problem  was  what  to  do 
about  the  kids.  We’d  spent  the  afternoon 
reading  in  the  hammock,  and  luckily  we 
were  going  to  a  dance  class  later,  so  it 
would  probably  be  easy  to  shield  them 
until  their  dad  got  home. 

But  when  I  casually  sent  my  8-year- 
old,  Ren&,  to  pick  rosemary  and  thyme  for 
dinner,  I  forgot  that  the  errand  would  take 
her  very  close  to  the... the  composter. 

Another  lucky  break:  she  came  back 
with  the  herbs,  and  she  hadn’t  seen  it. 

After  dance  class  we  were  hurrying  to 


That  evening  I  told  my  husband 
about  it.  He  seemed  blase.  I  wondered  if 
most  men — or  maybe  most  people — were 
so  casual  about  things  like  dead  rats.  I  don’t 
usually  worry  about  acting  “like  a  girl,”  but 
I  started  to  give  this  some  serious  thought. 
Twenty  years  ago  I  had  a  roommate  who 
would  search  in  tunnels  at  night  for  dead 
animals  to  use  in  his  art  projects.  I  didn’t 
like  to  think  about  that  either.  But  he  was 
unusual,  and  I  thought  I  was  fairly  normal. 

That  rat  story  was  years  ago. 


get  dinner  on  the  table,  when  I  blurted  out 
to  my  husband — I  should  say  “Dan,”  be¬ 
cause  each  time  I  say  “husband,”  I  feel  like 
the  “wife,”  incapable  of  throwing  away  a 
dead  rat — that  I  needed  him  to  do  some¬ 
thing  before  dark,  in  the  yard. 

Of  course,  both  my  daughters  perked 

up- 

“What  is  it?”  they  asked. 

“There’s  a  dead  rat  by  the  composter,” 
I  said. 

The  children  were  delighted.  They 


Non-Fiction 
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Just  the  Facts 

by 


Rayne  Wolfe 


AM  GOING  TO  DO  some¬ 
thing  really  important  for 
1998.  I’m  going  to  write  my  own  obituary. 

No,  I’m  not  sick.  In  fact,  life  couldn’t 
be  grander.  I  just  thought — instead  of  the 
usual  New  Year’s  resolution  to  lose  10 
pounds,  exercise,  or  sign  up  for  a  photog¬ 
raphy  class  at  the  Art  Institute — I’d  work 
up  my  obituary.  I  think  I’ll  sleep  better  at 
night  with  it  all  typed  up  and  sealed  in  a 
clearly  marked  envelope  placed  square  in 
my  desk  drawer  where  anybody  can  find  it 
when  Rayne  buys  the  farm. 


Not  long  ago,  I  had  to  write  my  fa¬ 
ther’s  obituary.  While  it  was  an  honor  and 
a  privilege,  a  funny  thought  kept  skittering 
across  my  pulsating  frontal  lobes  as  I  typed: 
Gee,  I  hope  I  don’t  have  to  prove  any  of this. . . . 

Kids  tend  to  buy.  family  myths  lock, 
stock,  and  barroom  brawl. 

Was  my  father  a  teenage  stevedore  on 
the  docks,  or  did  he  just  like  to  say  so? 

Did  he  really  win  a  cha-cha  contest  at 
Bimbo’s  365  Club? 

Can  I  prove  that  he  married  the  most 
beautiful  girl  in  San  Francisco? 

Well,  I  wrote  it  like  I  saw  it  and  faxed 
it  over  to  the  Chron/Ex.  All  day,  I  expected 
a  call  from  the  obituary  editor’s  Fact 
Checker.  I  anticipated  something  like, 
“Mizz  Wolfe,  I  know  this  must  be  a  diffi¬ 
cult  time  for  you,  but  I  must  tell  you  that 
several  people  this  week  have  already 
claimed  to  have  lost  the  World’s  Best  Dad. 
Do  you  have  any  certification,  documen¬ 
tation,  or  photos  to  prove  your  claim?” 

But  guess  what?  There  ain’t  no  Fact 
Checker  down  at  the  obituary  office.  My 
dad’s  obit  was  printed  as  submitted,  at 
$4.95  a  line.  At  that  price,  everyone  can 
rewrite  history. 

This  knowledge  has  inspired  me  to 
write  my  own  obituary.  First  1  thought  of 
all  the  fences  that  could  be  mended  with  a 


simple  She  thought  the  world  of  so-and-so, 
although  I  actually  thought  so-and-so  was 
cheap  for  sending  me  a  Hickory  Farms 
package  at  Christmas.  I  also  plan  to  erase  a 
ghastly  first  marriage.  Let  ’em  prove  it,  Isay. 

While  I’m  at  it.  I’ll  record  my  weight 
—  110  pounds  —  the  same  weight  I’ve 
weighed  since  high  school.  And  I’ll  be  sure 
to  mention  that  fiction  piece  I  had  pub¬ 
lished  in  the  New  Yorker  —  you  know,  the 
one  I’ve  made  all  my  cousins  read,  the  piece 
the  New  Former  editors  never  broke  into  my 
apartment  to  steal.  That  one. 

So,  friends,  if  I  don’t  return  your  calls 
right  away,  forgive  me.  I’m  busy  writing 
my  obituary.  I’m  crafting  the  story  of  my 
life — as  it  should  be — for  publication. 

Until  they  get  wise  and  hire  a  Fact 
Checker  down  at  the  paper,  you  might 
want  to  think  about  doing  the  same. 

4>4' 

Noe  Valley  Voice  staffer  Rayne  Wolfe  will 
teach  a  one-day  course  on  writing  for  news¬ 
papers  on  Saturday,  Jan.  10,  at  Book  Passage 
in  Corte  Madera.  To  attend,  call  927-0960. 
Rayne’s  San  Francisco  Examiner  column 
“What  Works” appears  monthly  in  the  Sun¬ 
day  Career  Search  section. 


After  dance  class  we  were 
hurrying  to  get  dinner  on  the 
table,  when  I  blurted  out  to 
my  husband — I  should  say 
“Dan,”  because  each  time  I 
say  “husband,”  I  feel  like  the 
‘Vife,”  incapable  of  throwing 
away  a  dead  rat — that  I 
needed  him  to  do  something 
before  dark,  in  the  yard. 

Of  course,  both  my 
daughters  perked  up. 
“What  is  it?”  they  asked. 
“There’s  a  dead  rat  by  the 
composter,”  I  said. 

The  children  were  delighted. 

went  out  with  Dan  to  see  the  rat.  Feeling 
safety  in  numbers,  I  went  too. 

The  girls  chirped  in  unison,  “He’s 
cute.  He’s  a  cute  mouse.” 

Then  Renee  said  her  friend  Anna’s  rat. 
Peekaboo,  had  died  recently.  Last  year  in 
second  grade  the  children  studied  animals, 
and  they  brought  their  pets  to  school.  I  re¬ 
membered  Anna’s  rat.  I  had  petted  Anna’s 
rat.  But  that  was  Anna’s  pet  rat. 

Now  Rende  and  my  younger  daughter 
Marie  again  asked  in  unison,  “What  are 
you  going  to  do  with  it?” 

Dan  had  just  gotten  home  from  work, 
and  nobody  had  eaten  dinner  yet.  So  he 
said  he  was  going  to  throw  it  away. 
“Where?”  they  asked. 

“In  the  garbage,”  he  answered  calmly. 
“No!  You  can’t  do  that,”  the  kids  cried. 
“Bury  it.  Please  bury  it.  You  have  to  bury 
it.”  Ren^e  added,  “I  want  to  put  a  grave¬ 
stone  on  it.” 

After  more  pleading,  Dan  agreed. 
While  he  dug  a  hole  in  the  back  corner  of 
the  yard,  Renee  found  a  perfect  sand  dol¬ 
lar  in  her  collection.  Marie  went  into  the 
house  for  magic  markers.  Renee  decorated 
the  sand  dollar  and  at  the  top  wrote, 
“Mouse.”  After  the  burial,  she  carefully 
placed  it  on  the  freshly  filled  grave. 

Later  I  apologized  to  Dan  for  not 
waiting  until  the  children  were  in  bed  and 
for  making  extra  work  for  him.  He  sweedy 
said  he  wouldn’t  have  missed  the  experi¬ 
ence  for  anything. 

“And,”  he  added,  “it  was  easier  than 
throwing  it  away.” 

Next  time,  /’//bury  it.  Maybe. 

Tricia  Goldberg  is  an  18-year  Noe  Valley  res¬ 
ident.  When  not  on  the  lookout  for  rodents, 
she  operates  a  small  import  business  and  also 
weaves  large  pictorial  tapestries.  Tricia  cur¬ 
rently  lives  on  24th  Street  with  her  husband 
Dan,  and  their  two  daughters,  8-year-old 
Renee  and  4-year-old  Marie. 


The  Noe  Valley  Voice  invites  you 
to  submit  fiction,  literary 
nonfiction,  or  poetry  for  possible 
publication  on  the  Last  Page. 
Please  mail  your  manuscript, 
which  should  be  typed, 
double-spaced,  and  no  more  than 
1,500  words,  to  the  Noe  Valley 
Voice,  1021  Sanchez  St.,  San 
Francisco,  CA  94114.  Don’t  forget 
to  send  a  phone  number.  We  look 
forward  to  hearing  from  you. 


